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supporting treatment is essential. 


To renew the impoverished blood 
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mineral depletion, and to overcome 


the neural depression, there is no 
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better tonic than Fellows’ Syrup for 
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Suggested dose: One teaspoonful 


t.i.d. in water. 
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of material value in the treat- 
ment of subacute and chronic 
inflammations of the pelvic organs. 

Impregnated with glycerine and 
containing boric and salicylic acids, 
compounds of iodine, oils of gaul- 
theria, eucalyptus and peppermint, 
blended in judicious proportions in 
the finest anhydrous silicate of alum- 
inum, this Dressing, when inserted 
as a tampon, will yield moist heat 
and plastic support for many hours. 


Antiphlogistine is alsoa valuable adjunct tu other 
forms of therapy and an aid to diathermy, the 
action of which it helps to reinforce and sustain. 


THE DENVER CHEMICAL MFG. COMPANY 
163 Varick Street, New York, N. Y. 
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THREE REASONS 
for specifying the 
B-D 
YALE LUER-LOK 


SYRINGE 





ECONOMICAL— because it costs no more than a B-D 
all-glass syringe. 

STRONGER—because the solid glass section to which 
the metal collar is affixed is much stronger than 
the ordinary glass tip, and is reinforced by the 

P metal collar. Tip breakage is materially reduced. 


EFFICIENT—because the needle can’t jump off at a 
critical moment. A simple half turn locks it se- 
curely. Especially valuable in spinal and tonsil 
work, local anesthesia, proctology, intramus- 

, cular and intravenous injections. 


B-D PRODUCTS 


Made for the Profession 








BECTON, DICKINSON & CO. + + RUTHERFORD, N. J. 
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; One Boy of Seven... 
Two Little Girls of Four 





For some reason or other, the public 
prints today are concentrating on a 
group of little children who seem to 
be doomed never to grow up and 
take a look at life. 


Doctors have always known chil- 
dren like this. There is no novelty to 
them in a picture of a smiling, happy 
child—with possibly only a few 
months more to live. They well know 
that the processes of the body fre- 
quently run wild in young people— 
too great a flow of calcium, perhaps, 
or too many corpuscles of the wrong 
color in the blood. 


Public pity is momentarily stirred 
by these cases. But the pity of doc- 
tors is eternal. The only gift that a 
layman can make to the parents of a 
sick child is sympathy. The physi- 
cian brings a gift of knowledge—not 
only his own medical education and 
experience but everything that he 
can gather together out of the whole 
of medical history. Every day medi- 
cal science is adding new findings to 
help the doctor save a little patient— 
a boy of seven or a girl of four. 


Take the field of antisepsis. Each 
year sees the physician better 
equipped with agents supplied by 
bacteriologists and chemists to help 
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him combat the inroads of micro- 
organisms. Among these is Zonite, 
which provides dependable germici- 
dal action whenever it is required 
upon the skin or accessible mem- 
branes of the human body. 


Zonite is a stabilized, mildly alka- 
line solution of sodium hypochlorite. 
It is rich in chlorine content and is 
actively bactericidal. It is non-hemo- 
lytic, non-coagulating and active 
even in the presence of organic 
matter. 


Zonite is electrolytically prepared 
to insure stability and does not lose 
its chlorine strength. It is economi- 
cal and always ready to use, requir- 
ing no preparation. Moreover, it is 
valuable over a broad field and is 
readily adaptable to a variety of tech- 
niques, meeting effectively every 
indication for its use. 


Zonite fills every need that modern 
medicine imposes on an antiseptic, 
and the modern physician employs 
it with the confidence that it will 
not devitalize tissue or cause acci- 
dental poisoning. May we send you 
a bottle of Zonite and literature 
covering many of its uses? Zonite 
Products Corporation, Chrysler 


Building, New York, N. Y. 
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OMPARED with every other 

known method of introducing 
heat to the deeper tissues in any 
part of the body, the Inductotherm 
is remarkably simple. 


So-called body (skin-contact) elec- 
trodes are not required with the In- 
ductotherm. Superseding them is a 
flexible insulated cable (see illus- 
tration), which is simply coiled 
around the part in which heat is 
desired, or around the entire body 
Thus the mini- 
mum time is required in preparing 
the patient. The Inductotherm is a 


for fever therapy. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 
2012 Jackson Blvd. Branches in 





TING HEAT WITHIW 
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vacuum tube oscillator which gen- 
erates an alternating current of 12,- 
000,000 cycles per second. The mag- 
netic field within the cable pro- 
duces eddy currents and a resulting 
heat within the tissues dominantly 
in the vascular tissues, and to the 
exclusion of neuro—muscular ,re- 
sponse. 


So simple—so convenient—so effi- 
cient—this G-E development 
prove its value in every field of 
therapeutics where internal heat is 
indicated. 


will 


X-RAY CORPORATION 
Principal Cities Chicago, Illinois 
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A NEW BACTERIAL 
ANTIGEN .. . Gonococcus 


shines abiines nih 
lll 


No new advance in the treatment of 
Gonorrhea has appeared in recent years. 
Treatment of the early acute stage is not 
One week’s treatment of 14 tubes recommended by some specialists, while 
lists at $4.00 less 25% to Physicians others advise an attempt at abortive treat- 

ment. That it should be extremely difficult 
to effect a cure of an infection ef the urethra with antiseptics is apparent when we 
consider the difficulty of curing other more accessible infections. No antiseptic 
has ever been found which will penetrate deeply into the tissues and destroy the 
common pus germs without destroying the tissues as well. Gon A-Vee is a biologic 
product for local use. It immunizes the tissue cells of the urethra, thereby aiding 
phagocytosis and assisting Nature’s own process of recovery. We urge you to 
investigate this tested specific. We believe the results will fully justify its use. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TG 

Ph avs Please supply one 1214 cc. vial Vaccine 49 Free 

—- —with one box Gon A-Vee at $3.00 net. 

FREE... with every order of Dr 
Gon A-Vee one vial 12'2 
Ree CLR nt eta eee Address. 
bined vaccine No. 49, used as 4 
an adjunct to Gon A-Vee Druggist 


Address 
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TO THE EDITOR: The 
For 50 years picture of the Wayne 
County Medical Society’s home, published 
in your January issue, should act as an 
incentive to other societies. 

The physicians of Bexar County 
(Texas) think that they have accom- 
plished the same purpose in a more 
permanent way by purchasing a large 
dwelling, which has been transformed 
into a home for the medical society. 

It is surprising how easily the deal 
was consummated, and equally surprising 
how little expense it involved. 

The building, surrounded by an entire 
block of land and situated in the most 
select residential area, houses the library 
which has been accumulating for twenty 
years, the auditorium, the telephone ex- 
change, the credit information bureau, 
the women’s auxiliary, nurses’ registry, 
and all other medical activities. 

The physicians of this county now feel 
that they have a plant which is adequate 
for the needs of the local medical pro- 
fession for at least fifty years. 


P. I. Nixon, M.D. 
San Antonio, Texas 


TO THE’ EDITOR: 
Our postman did me 
morning when he 
issue of MEDICAL 


Scribblers 


quite a favor this 
brought the April 
ECONOMICS. 

The most splendid article in this issue 
is “‘Watch Those Prescriptions!’ I hope 
every physician in the country reads this 
and abides by its advice. One angle, 
however, the writer of the article over- 
looked : 

There are many physicians who scribble 
only when dealing with an old chronic. 
These chronics become quite efficient in 
reading their doctors’ Rx’s. A_ better 
way for the physician to throw them off 
the track, rather than by scribbling, is 
te phone his Rx for pick up or delivery. 

The next best thing in the issue— 
thanks to Drs. Swayne and Webster— 
were the answers to Radical Lipschutz. 
He’s the type who drives more people 
into other folds for relief than he ever 
draws into the regular channels of medi- 
cine—and holds. 


J. B. McDougall 
Santa Monica, California 


TO THE’ EDITOR: 
Leases Let us hope that the 
experience of the past few years will 
sharpen our business instincts so that 
we may in the future avoid such things 
as the “lease racket.” In many large 
cities during 1930 and 1931 physicians 








and dentists left professional buildings 
and other office space to assume new 
leases. Many of us signed up for five or 
ten years, not considering the form of 
lease under which we were binding our- 
selves, our heirs, and our estates. 

In 1932 we realized that we were tied 
up in leases for four times the rent 
that could be obtained from new tenants 
at that time. In many instances, dis- 
possession processes resulted, with judg- 
ments and supplementary proceedings as 
often as the leaseholder seemed to de- 
sire. 

Moral: Sign no lease that death or 
dispossession will not cancel. Sign no 
lease with an automatic renewal clause. 
And sign no lease that holds you re- 
sponsible for alterations to suit the next 
tenant. 

Medical societies would do well to try 
for legislation seeking to cancel the 
judgments caused by these unjust and 
destructive decrees. 

Frank LeC. Dowe, M.D. 
New York City 


TO THE’ EDITOR: 
Meaty Just received February 
issue. More full of real meat than ever. 
May I refer to two Speaking Frankly 
items : 

1. Why not inform S. W. Lipschutz 
that the rank and file prefers construct- 
ive criticism and dislikes fanaticism? 

2. ‘“‘New Jersey M.D.”’ should be ad- 
vised to get Nelson’s or Tyce’s Loose- 
Leaf System of Medicine and Surgery. 
Both of these furnish the latest in medi- 
cine almost as soon as it is published. 
They would give him what he wants and 
needs for less money than his own sug- 
gestion demands. 

I doubt if any publisher at this time 
would consider bringing out cheaper, 
poorly printed, paper-covered books. 

Carl C. Franken, M.D. 
New York, N. Y. 


TO THE’ EDITOR: 
We Bow Yours is one of the two 
best magazines coming to my desk. The 
other is Time. 
Leo P. A. Sweeney, M.D. 
Chicago, Illinois 


Fruit TO THE EDITOR: 

I am pleased to note 
that MEDICAL ECONOMICS is still on 
the job and getting better each month. 
I read it carefully, and am convinced 


that the seeds you are sowing will bear 
good fruit. 


Oscar F. Baerens, M.D. 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
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MERCK 
SODIUM PERBORATE FLAVORED 


* Pleasant taste 
—no artificial coloring 


® Quick solubility 
—no abrasives 


HEN prescribing local treat- 

ment for Vincent’s Infection, 
Tonsilitis, Pharyngitis and Rhinitis, 
you will find Merck Sodium Per- 
borate Flavored effective,when used 
as a mouth wash, gargle or spray. 
The 9% available oxygen liberated 
when the powder comes in contact 
with moisture makes its use by 
patients a valuable supplement to 
office treatments. 


Merck Sodium Perborate Flavored 
is pleasant to taste. The peppermint 


flavor leaves a clean, refreshing feel- 
ing in the mouth, nose and throat. 
It is finely screened and dissolves 
quickly in water or saliva. The fine, 
naturally white powder contains 
no abrasives which might harm del- 
icate membranes or surfaces. These 
are a few of the reasons why it is 
being prescribed widely as a daily 
mouth wash, gargle and spray. 


Merck Sodium Perborate Flavored 
is on sale at drug stores in 2-oz. 
and 4-oz. tins. 


Send for circularand suggestions for 
use in the treatment of Vincent’s In- 
fection, Tonsilitis, Pharyngitis and 
Rhinitis. An office supply of Merck 
Sodium Perborate Flavored will 
also be sent. Use the coupon below. 





@ MERCK & CO. Inc. 
Dept. 45, Rahway, N. J. 


I am attaching my professional 
card (or letterhead). Please send office 
supply of Merck Sodium Perborate 


Flavored and literature. 


Name 





Street 





City 
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BETTER GAUZE for better dressings 


© Here is a better gauze—always kept up _ non-sterile hand tocuta piece for 
to a standard—never down toa price. It is use with sterile instruments with- 
the Johnson & Johnson gauze most widely _outaffecting thesterility of the re- 
used by physicians. Red Cross Gauze is mainder of the package. In 1 and 
sterilized, soft, highly absorbent, pliable, 5-yard packages; same price as reg- 
strong and free from foreign bodies and ular package of Red Cross Gauze. 
lint. It is bleached to a satisfactory white 
color, but it is not over-bleached to any de- 
gree that would weaken the strength of 
the fibres. Its uniformity makes for even, 
easy cutting. Red Cross Gauze, 36" wide, 
may be ordered in 1,5 and 25-yard packages. 

Steripak Red Cross Gauze, designed 
especially for office work, is completely 
enclosed in interleaved paper wrapping 
with overlapping edges. This enables a 










ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER 





NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J CHICAGO. ILL. 








PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DEPT. 
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— the growth 
period when adequate nourish- 
ment is needed to keep pace with 
energy demands, when adequate 
material must be supplied for 
proper growth and development, 
Ovaltine forms an invaluable 
nutritional supplement. It makes 
milk more palatable, more accept- 
able and more easily digested. 


For the adult, Ovaltine supple- 
ments the diet in nutritive ele- 
ments which help to maintain 
strength, vitality, resistance— 
protective in health, remedial in 
sickness. 

In the evening of life, when the 
digestive and metabolic functions 
are on the wane, when mastica- 


OVA LTINE 


She Swiss Food - Drinks 


Manufactured under license in U.S. A. 
according to original Swiss formula. 





tion may be difficult, digestion 
impaired, elimination faulty, 
Ovaltine will serve to provide high 





easily digested, liquid form. 
Ovaltine adds important nutri- 
tional elements to milk and makes 
it even a more perfect food. 


Fill in the Coupon for 
Professional Sample 
Why not let us send you a trial supply 
of Ovaltine? If you are a physician, 
dentist or nurse, you are entitled to a 
regular package. Send coupon together 
with your card, letterhead, or other 
indication of your professional standing. 


r This offer | is limited only to practicing 
physicians, dentists and nurses 





THE WANDER COMPANY 

180 No. Michigan Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. Dept. M.E. 5 
Please send me, without charge, a regular size 
package of Ovaltine. Evidence of my professional 
standing is enclosed. 


Canadian subscribers should address coupons to 
A. Wander, Ltd., Elmwood Park, Peterborough, Ont. 
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MICHIGAN Proposes 
Mutual Health Service 


State society approves in principle pro- 
fessionally controlled health insurance plan 
providing COMPLETE medical, surgical, 
dental, hospital, nursing, and optical care to 
lower paid classes at flat yearly sum of 


slightly more than $100 per parson. fant, , 


T= was, and not so long ago 
either, when a mention of the 
phrase “socialized medicine” in 
the presence of a doctor of medi- 
cine was just about the equivalent 
of dangling your Aunt Susan’s 
brightest red tablecloth before a 
bull. 

But of late it appears that per- 
haps the thing to which the doc- 
tor objects with such vigor is not 
so much the socialization of medi- 
cal care as the control of medi- 
cine by forces and agencies out- 
side the profession. 

Among the various straws in 
the wind indicating this modifica- 
tion of thought, none is more 
significant than the activity of 
the Michigan State Medical So- 
ciety within the past couple of 
years. 

“There are those who fear the 
disintegration. of our civiliza- 
tion; there are alarmists who be- 
lieve that we are on the verge of 
a violent revolution; there are 
those who fear that the future of 
the private physician is uncer- 
tain. Such catastrophes need not 


happen if the profession abandons 
its policy of drifting, and uses 
skill and intelligence in cautious- 
ly bridging the gap between its 
material advancement and _ its 
social progress. 

Listen to this quotation, taken 
from the “Report of the Commit- 
tee on Survey of Medical Services 
and Health Agencies” submitted 
to a special meeting of the Michi- 
gan State Medical Society’s House 
of Delegates, at Lansing, on July 
12, 1933: 

“Ever since the English Poor 
Laws of 1601, the right to live 
has been guaranteed in all civ- 
ilized countries. The right to live 
implies more than the mere neces- 
sities of life. Adequate medical 
service must be distributed to the 
entire population. It would be 
manifestly unjust to deny any 
citizen relief from incapacitating 
illness. However, it is as diffi- 
cult to define ‘adequate medical 
care’ as it is to decide what is 
‘adequate living’ or what is an 
equitable distribution of goods in 
a land plentifully supplied with 
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all kinds of goods. The quality 
of medical service rendered to un- 
der-privileged persons is very un- 
even. There are those who re- 
ceive high-grade service as well 
as those who receive no service or 
very inferior service.” 

The foregoing quotation shows 
clearly the frame of mind in 
which the society’s special com- 
mittee of five, led by Nathan 
Sinai, D.P.H., conducted its eigh- 
teen-month task of investigation 
which culminated in this volumi- 
nous and thorough report, hailed 
as the most valuable of its kind 
ever compiled by the medical pro- 
fession of this country. 

In its conclusions at that spec- 
ial meeting, the committee recom- 
mended the adoption of the prin- 
ciple of health insurance. But 
the members of the House of Del- 
egates were distinctly wary and 
stand-offish in their attitude. 

“What! This smacks of social- 
ized medicine!” they said, in ef- 
fect. “We won’t approve it!” 
Unfavorable reports from Eng- 
land on health insurance plans in 
operation there had made the so- 
ciety uneasy, and therefore un- 
willing, without further delibera- 
tion, to commit itself to such a 
plan in this country. 

Cautious and conservative, feel- 
ing its way with all due care lest 
it take any premature action in 
so important an affair, the House 
of Delegates contented itself with 
instructing its special committee 
that further study should be 
made of all phases of the subject. 
It was determined that conditions 
in England, especially, should be 
looked into at first hand, so last 
January Dr. Henry A. Luce of 
Detroit, Speaker of the House, 
and Nathan Sinai, D.P.H., of 
Ann Arbor, were sent abroad. 

Drs. Luce and Sinai went to 
England, made a careful investi- 
gation, and returned. And what 
they had to tell the House of Del- 
egates, assembled at Flint on 
April 12, made the whole matter 
of health insurance stand out ina 
different light. 

Any form of commercial insur- 
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ance or political control, they in- 
sisted, could mean nothing but 
the failure of any health or medi- 
cal insurance plan that the so- 
ciety might undertake. But, they 
reported, in England they had 
found that medical insurance pro- 
jects in operation had now been 
brought largely under the control 
of the medical profession, with 
decidedly beneficial results to 
both profession and public. 

After they had heard the re- 
port of Drs. Luce and Sinai, 
many of the members of the 
House of Delegates formerly hos- 
tile to the idea of health insur- 
ance were thoroughly converted. 
As a result, when the question 
was put to a vote, the House re- 
versed its decision of last July, 
and approved the principle of 
health insurance—provided that 
such a plan is controlled by the 
medical profession. 


At the closed session of the leg- 
islative group during which this 
decision was reached, the report- 
ing committee was instructed to 
go ahead with preparations for 
an experiment to be known as the 
Mutual Health Service plan, de- 
signed to provide adequate med- 
ical care to those residents of the 
state falling within the less-than- 
$1,500-a-year-income class. 

By a vote of 61 to 9 the assem- 
bly approved the idea of provid- 
ing a workable health insurance 
plan for this borderline group be- 
tween those who can afford ade- 
quate individual medical service 
and those who must depend upon 
charity. 

Specifically, the committee was 
instructed (1) to discuss the gen- 
eral idea of the plan with em- 
ployers and employees, (2) to de- 
termine such legal action as 
might be necessary for the or- 
ganization of a Mutual Health 
Service, and (3) to prepare a de- 
tailed plan of the service for final 
action by the House of Delegates 
this coming -fall. 

[Continued on page 95] 

















Back from Pan-America 











“1S there a doctor on the boat?” 

bellowed someone from the 
dock as the S. S. Pennsylvania 
eased into her berth at Manhat- 
tan last month, bearing some 375 
medical men back from the Pan- 
American Medical Association’s 
sixteen-day junket through the 
Caribbean. 

On their way to Cuba, Panama, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, 
and back to New York, the par- 
ticipants in this floating congress 
heard 175 medical papers and 
conducted 64 scientific sessions. 
They were entertained at every 
port they visited, very specially 





so in Venezuela where President 
Gomez announced a public holiday 
in their honor and spent $20,000 
to fete the vistors with a luncheon, 
ball, and drive through his coun- 
try. 

The accompanying snapshots 
show eight of the voyagers: 

Center: Dr. Joseph J. Eller, di- 
rector-general of the Association; 
Dr. Chevalier Jaékson, newly- 
elected president. 

Top: Dr. Richard Kovacs; Dr. 
Harlow Brooks; Dr. Fred Albee. 

Bottom: Dr. Hugh Young: Dr. 
Carleton Deederer; Dr. Lewellys 
Barker. 
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Preventive 


By J. Clarence Funk, Sc.D. 


OME weeks ago an outstanding 

citizen of an eastern city, while 
discussing the cost of illness with 
me at dinner, remarked: “Doctors 
are robbers. Medicine is a racket.” 

Inquiry as to the basis for this 
rather startling opinion brought 
out the fact that the accuser was 
a specialist’s patient. Moreover, 
months ago, his judgment had 
been warped by a news item in 
his favorite daily regarding the 
report of the Committee on the 
Costs of Medical Care. 

Thus, accustomed to the larger 
fees exacted by the specializing 
physician, and being erroneously 
informed by a news reporter, he 
deduced that doctors were thieves 
joined together in an unholy al- 
liance to extract a maximum re- 
ward for a minimum of effort. 

There are thousands of the laity 
thinking more or less the same 
thing today, and for much the 
same reason. As a matter of fact, 
the persistent prominence asso- 
ciated with the publication of the 
Committee’s majority report 
created the idea rather generally 
that for the tremendous cost of 
sickness the average run of the 
medical profession is largely to 
blame. 

Of course, every physician 
knows that of the actual illness 
outlay his share of the spoils is 
extremely small compared to that 
of the hospital, nursing, and after- 
care items. Nevertheless, the sad 
fact remains that the family doc- 
tor is not only blamed for being 
a gouger, but many otherwise 
sensible persons, in these days of 
hard money, because of this false 
impression, are actually detour- 








ing the physician in the earlier 
stages of sickness, and are con- 
sequently running unjustifiable 
risks. 

It is evident that both the pub- 
lic and the physician are victims 
in this situation. It is equally ap- 
parent that something should be 
done about it. 


No one knows better than the 
doctor that in spite of a Century 
of Progress there yet remains to 
be developed a Century of Pro- 
gressive Living. The medical prac- 
titioner, aghast at the mortality 
figures of middle life, and having 
the professional ability enormous- 
ly to decrease them and at the 
same time add to his pocket book, 
stands nevertheless on the side- 
lines frozen into inactivity by a 
false modesty and by the lack of 
effective mass educational pub- 
licity. 

In reality, this is the way things 
stand: 68,500,000 people of thirty- 
five years or more in the United 
States, the great majority of 














whom are interested in everything 
else under the sun but their own 
health, need disease prevention 
and constructive health informa- 
tion but are not getting it! 

Some attempts are being made 
to cure this unfortunate situation. 
Life-extension institutes, physical 
check-ups available to selected 
policyholders of a few of the 
larger insurance companies, group 
clinics, and a comparatively few 
physicians who have specialized 
along this line to their marked 
financial benefit, represent some 
of the more successful manifesta- 
tions in this laudable line of en- 
deavor. 

But that practically ends it. 
The medical profession generally 
seems to be quite indifferent as 
yet to the proposition. 

In making this statement there 
is no desire to be over-critical of 
the average physician. He is de- 
cidedly handicapped in this next 
step forward. 

For instance, there is the stigma 
of personal gain. Then, again, an 
inert mass of wholly uninterested 
millions is no mean hurdle to 
clear. And to these hindrances 
must be added the liability of out- 
standing failure in the educa- 
tional attempts thus far made to 
pry loose Mr. Average Man from 
his lethargy. 

“Be Examined on Your Birth- 
day” is a slogan that has lament- 
ably lacked pulling power. Indeed, 
nearly everyone wants anything 
else but to be physically investi- 
gated on any day, much less on 
his natal day, physicians included! 

Nevertheless, no one can deny 
the incalculable possibilities for 
good in the right slogan—a slogan 
that will really energize the well 
and the near-well to become suf- 





Medicine is YOUR Job 


ficiently curious once or twice a 
year regarding their bodily con- 
dition to seek professional investi- 
gation. 

In all probability, such a catch- 
phrase, some apt expression, will 
eventually be born, which the con- 
scientious ethical doctor can 
whole-heartedly endorse. Mean- 
while a wealth of health is being 
missed by the population; and a 
gold mine is being overlooked by 
the majority of family physicians. 

What about these crying de- 
mands of the present? It is right 
here that the family doctor, if he 
has the mind to do so, can step 
into the breach. 

After all, preventive medicine, 
as it relates to the individual, is 
the general practitioner’s job. 
And he, better than any other 
physician or group of physicians, 
is in the best position to do a fine 
job well. This everyone knows. 

Besides, the trend to the family 
doctor is distinctly a growing one, 
because it is basicaily sound and 
financially economic. More pa- 
tients are realizing that, in the 
first instance, the professional 
man who is best able to diagnose 
illness is he who _ intimately 
knows all of one, rather than a 
special part. Then, too, prices 
are driving people back to the 
once-familiar M.D. who was at 
once confidant and physical con- 
fessor. 

“But I’m not equipped to handle 
this kind of work,” recently ob- 
jected a doctor to whom the mat- 
ter was suggested. That physi- 
cian was merely the victim of an 
inferiority complex. 

In short, because he lacked a 
highly-equipped laboratory he 
concluded he was in no position 

[Continued on page 125] 
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~ Take the Cash — 


MAGINATIVE writers often 

give us theories which look 
beautiful on paper, magic shears 
which clip-clip all our troubles 
directly into the wastebasket. 
But such theories, no matter 
how carefully conceived, are 
workable only after they have 


-been modified in the testing lab- 


oratories of actual experience. 
The doctor whose experiences 
I wish to discuss here lives and 
has his office in the industrial 
section of a large city. It is a 
district of small homes occupied 
mostly by low-wage earners. It 
is not considered one of the “bet- 
ter” locations, but the doctor 
selected it when he entered prac- 
tice and he is now a fixture there. 
This man at the present time 
conducts an extensive, city-wide 
practice, and maintains an addi- 
tional office in a downtown medi- 


cal building. Nevertheless, every 
day at his residence-office he ob- 
serves a two-hour schedule for 
his factory-employed patients. 
There is always a crowd of people 
in his waiting room, with the re- 
sult that he seldom has an idle 
moment. 

Inside the private consultation 
room his desk is always clear, ex- 
cept for an Indian-made basket of 
peculiar design and shape.. Dur- 
ing office hours the basket is al- 
ways in. evidence. In it are a 
stack of dollar bills. 

During a visit at this office, I 
noted that most of the patients, 
as they left, handed the doctor a 
dollar bill, which he invariably 
tossed into the basket. Although 
occasionally one left without pay- 
ing, the doctor made no entry on 
his desk pad. 

Noticing this peculiar proce- 





























And Let the Credit Go 


dure, I asked him to explain, and 
he did: 

“Twenty-seven years ago,” he 
said, “I began practicing right on 
this lot, which I rented for ten 
dollars a month. I didn’t have 
this brick house and office on it 
then, but just a little shack to 


%& Have you an Indian 
basket? Look inside. It 
may contain the secret 
of better collections 
for you. 


which my patients could come to 
me for treatment. There were 
several small factories nearby, 
and I began getting business im- 
mediately. 

“These factory workers were a 
rather healthy lot; still, they fre- 
quently met with minor accidents. 
For this reason I had quite an 
office business from the start. 

“Despite this rapidly increas- 
ing volume of practice, however, 
it was not long before I found 
myself in a jam: I could not 
seem to make my collections. And, 
to make matters worse, payments 
on the equipment I had purchased 
were coming due in rapid succes- 
sion. 

“My first thought in this pre- 
dicament was to talk over matters 
with my banker and with the 
equipment people who were my 
creditors. More careful reason- 
ing as time went on convinced 
me, though, that if I ever ex- 
pected to pay for the equipment 
the money must come, not from 
my bankers or creditors, but from 
my patients. Accordingly, I de- 


cided to discuss the situation with 
them. 

“The first patient to arrive 
was a middle-aged woman. To 
her I sketched briefly my need 
for the collection of fees. 


Dig- 


By HALL JOHNSTON 


ging into her pocket, she prompt- 
ly produced my most recent 
monthly statement. It showed an 
amount due of $18. She pointed 
helplessly to it. 

““T can’t possibly get all that 
money together, Doctor,’ she ex- 
plained. ‘There are certain things 
like groceries and rent which 
must be paid. You know that.’ 

“It was the old, old story that 
we doctors have always heard: 
The physician can wait. At this 
point the woman opened a worn 
pocketbook; and as she prepared 
to replace the statement in it, I 
could not fail to note that it con- 
tained at least two or three green- 
backs. 

“IT knew she would never pay 
the $18, so on a sudden inspira- 
tion I asked her why she could 
not pay a dollar each time she 
came to the office for advice. 

“ “Why, Doctor, we could all do 
that,’ she replied, eagerly. ‘And 
we would feel much better about 
it, too. On the other hand, I 
would hate to come to you and 
offer to pay a dollar on an $18 
bill.’ 


“The psychology underlying 
her remark may have been lost 
on me at the moment, but I felt 
very certain that I, also, would 
feel much better if I collected 
something from each caller. 

“Anyway, before she left, the 
patient paid me her dollar, and I 
tossed it into this basket which 
I then used as a sort of catch-all. 
That day, using the same plan, I 
collected nine dollars from seven 
patients—and not one of these 
patients had paid me a single 
cent for several months! 

“This odd-looking basket has 
never ceased to function since 
that time. Factory people do a 
good deal of gossiping. This 

[Continued on page 109] 
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i Padeg distinct rackets, depend- 
ing largely on the evidence of 
reputable doctors for their suc- 
cess are now being operated in 
widely separated parts of the 
country. 

Police authorities believe that 
both of them are being directed 
by a central group of racketeers 
specializing in this sort of ac- 
tivity. Furthermore, police tend 
toward the opinion that these two 
represent only a part of the en- 
tire list of rackets the gang is 
working. 

The repeal of prohibition, which 
cut off the racketeers’ main 
source of income, has caused them 
to turn to new fields. Many of 
these fields lie in the country, 
which hitherto has escaped every- 
thing except petty racketeering, 
and where the residents are, 
therefore, less likely to grow 
suspicious when unusual circum- 
stances arise. 

Racketeer organizations are 
often backed by tremendous cap- 
ital. They are able to employ 
crooks of exceptional skill. Fur- 
thermore, they can back them 
with strong legal assistance, even 
with local “protection” when nec- 
essary. Their activities, conse- 
quently, are assuming most seri- 
ous proportions. 








It’s 


a 
Racket! | 


By JOHN T. CORDREY 


“The crook invariably has the as- 
sistance of an aggressive lawyer who 
talks freely of legal action, basing his 
attack on the evidence of the local 
doctor.” 


Of the rackets in which doctors 
figure, one of the most prevalent 
is that through which motorists 
are defrauded in fake accidents. 
The crew figuring in this game 
consists of three persons, a man 
and two women, who operate in 
this way: 

* 


The group arrives in a selected 
city or town by different routes. 
Its members are careful to main- 
tain every appearance of being 
strangers to one another. Usually 
they are provided with advance 
information about local motor- 
ists. They have already selected 
several citizens known not only to 
have money, but, because of mis- 
taken ideas of economy, to be 
inadequately protected by liabil- 
ity insurance. In cases where 
they do not have this information 
in advance, it is easily obtained 
after they arrive. 

One of the racketeers then 
checks up on the habits of those 
on the “preferred list,” finally 
seitling on a certain victim who 
can be counted on to drive past a 
certain place at a definite time 
of day, usually a place where it 
will be necessary for him to pro- 
ceed slowly. 

One of the women belongs in 

















the category of those freaks who, 
without really suffering any par- 
ticular discomfort, can be bruised 
in what seems to be a terrible 
fashion. At the time selected, 
after being carefully bruised by 
her companions, she walks out on 
the street. At the place chosen, 
she loiters along until her male 
accomplice gives her the signal. 
Then she steps in front of the 
proper car and stages a fake fall, 
appearing to be thrown to the 
ground with great violence. 


The motorist stops, of course, 
and goes to her assistance. Im- 
mediately the other woman bursts 
through the gathering crowd. She 
introduces herself as a _ profes- 
sional nurse (she really is), and 
offers her assistance, which is 
readily accepted. 

The nurse then accompanies 
the “injured” woman to her hotel, 
where a doctor is summoned. As 
the patient requests the nurse to 
remain with her, the doctor 
makes no objection. Examination 
reveals the bruises and creates 
fears regarding the possible seri- 
ousness of the injury. 

The doctor is later provided 
with a sample of the patient’s 
urine, into which a little blood has 
been surreptitiously introduced. 
His fear of the gravity of the 
case is increased. Unless his sus- 
picions should become aroused, 
as they appear not to have been 
in any case as yet, he can do 
nothing but express an opinion 
that will be far from helpful to 
the peace of mind of the hapless 
motorist. 

The ultimate result is likely to 
be that the motorist is stampeded 
into making a “settlement” for 
every dollar that can be wrung 
out of him. Then the trio moves 
on to the next stand, and to the 
next victim. 

e 


The second game is one that 
can be accounted for only through 
the amazing tendency of some 
human beings to go to any 








length, other than work, to ob- 
tain money. This game is played 
on prosperous drug stores and 
soda fountains. 

The crook goes to the fountain, 
buys a drink, and immediately 
complains bitterly of having 
swallowed broken glass, which he 
claims was floating in the drink. 
He shows one or two small chips 
still floating in the soda. 

A day or two later he shows 
up in some doctor’s office com- 
plaining of internal pains. There 
actually is a small chip of broken 
glass imbedded in his rectum. 
The doctor removes the glass. 
Obviously, the question arises as 
to whether there is more glass 
in his system, and if so, where. 

Again it is a case of stam- 
peding the local druggist into 
paying damages. Here the crook 
invariably has the assistance of 
an aggressive lawyer, who talks 
freely of legal action, basing his 
attack on the evidence of the 
local doctor. 

Without exception, so far as is 
known, the proprietor of the 
store has elected to pay rather 
than fight and risk the undesir- 
able publicity that probably 
would injure his _ business. 
Whether such a case would ever 
actually be taken to trial is 
doubtful, but until somebody has 
the nerve to test it, the game is 
likely to prove a fruitful source 
of income for crooks. 

Doctors called upon to remove 
glass in this manner might do 
well to look carefully for scars 
or for evidence of former injuries 
of a similar nature. 


Nobody can say how many 
other rackets involving the evi- 
dence of physicians are being 
operated, nor how many new ones 
are being devised by the criminal 
minds in racketeer headquarters. 

But whenever some transient, 
some stranger, comes to you for 
the examination or treatment of 
any injury leading to a possible 
damage suit against one of your 
local citizens—possibly against 
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Don’t let smart crooks use you 
as a tool to defraud somebody 
By GEORGE S. KING, M.D. 


else! 
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one of your own clientelé—you 
will do well to regard him ques- 
Human Nature Chart 


tioningly, even suspiciously. 
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NOT so long ago a Hunterian 
lecturer of the Royal College 
of Surgeons chose as his subject 
“Corns.” He might just as easily 
have taken a subject as high- 
sounding as “The Stippling of the 
Erithrocytes in Plumbism.” He 
chose, however, to be matter-of- 
fact and practical. 

This is the cue being followed 
by the medical cults today: They 
are matter-of-fact and practical. 

By contrast, we doctors, striv- 
ing to impress our associates and 
the public with our knowledge of 
the abstrusities of medical sci- 
ence, all too often neglect the 
everyday ailments that, to the 
public at least, are more impor- 
tant. 

As a result, the cults to an ever 
increasing extent are invading 
the practice of medicine, picking 
off the commoner plums from un- 
der our very noses. They make 
the public “foot-conscious,” “spec- 
tacle-conscious,” “‘acne-conscious,” 
“elimination-conscious,” “obesity 
conscious.” And they hammer 
home by radio and press what 
purport to be inexpensive and 
plausible methods of getting re- 
lief from these familiar ills. 

What they will pick on next we 
can hardly guess. Assuredly they 
have a keen understanding of hu- 
man psychology—something 
which, apparently, we physicians 
as a class do not possess. The 
point I wish to make is this: 
They are making a lucrative busi- 
ness of the fields which we should 
regard as legitimate parts of our 
own practice. 

We might consider these radio 


Turning the Tables 
On the Cults 


By LOUIS R. EFFLER, M.D. 


and newspaper advertisements of 
the cultists as an innocuous form 
of entertainment were it not that 
the public regards them as whole 
cloth and that they constitute a 
serious threat to the profession. 

Consider the chain-store system 
used by optometrists. The busi- 
ness done by them in a day makes 
that done by the oculists look 
puny in comparison. One op- 
tometrist alone, I am told, has 
branch offices in forty different 
department stores of forty dif- 
ferent cities. The prices he quotes 
for an eye examination and spec- 
tacles are too alluring to be re- 
sisted. 

An examination for glasses by 
an oculist in these cities is get- 
ting to be a lost art. If the ocu- 
list does get one outside his regu- 
lar clientele, the patient is re- 
ferred usually by an optometrist 
because his case involves some 
special eye pathology that makes 
it too difficult to handle. Thus, 
the hard cases are turned over to 
the M.D., partly to curry favor, 
and partly to show that op- 
tometry stays within the law. 


What has been said about op- 
tometry might be said with equal 
truth about “foot clinics,” “acne- 
cures,” “obesity cures,” “faulty 
elimination cures,” and a host of 
other rackets. The cults have in- 
vaded many of the most lucrative 
fields in medicine and prostituted 
each of them from a profession to 
a business. 

The issue lies between medicine 

[Continued on page 104] 











School Doctor 


As assistant professor of health education and physician to the 
Horace Mann school at Teachers College, Columbia University, Dr. 
Rowell possesses an intimate, first-hand knowledge of what the 
schools of this country offer physicians in the way of a career. In the 
following article he presents not a sugar-coated dissertation on the 
subject, but a frank explanation of what the doctor contemplating 
school work may and may not look forward to. 


\ yeaa years ago I was one 
of a group of like-minded phy- 
sicians who used to lunch to- 
gether at regular intervals not 
only “to spoil reputations,” as we 
jocosely put it, but also to discuss 
our peculiar professional prob- 
lems and to find out how the 



















other fellow would work them 
out 

After attending a number of 
these gatherings I discovered 
several things about medical 
work in schools: first, that pro- 
motions to better positions are 
rather rapid; second, that for 
some reason or other, the school 
field does not attract many career 
men; and, third, that the old tra- 
dition is hokum which says that 
physicians are trained for private 
practice and should not think of 
other medical careers unless they 
are obviously unfitted for the 
career par excellence. 

School medical work has not 
been held in the highest repute 
among general practitioners. 
There seem to be two reasons for 
this: 

Years ago someone developed 
a brainstorm that such educa- 
tional practice somehow robbed 
the doctor of his private patients. 
Yet the reverse holds 
true, and is being proved 
every day in the week. 

eason number two 
why school practice has 
been more or less looked 
down upon may be found 
in the fact that the qual- 
ity of work performed 
in many schools is hope- 
lessly low. The fault here 
lies with the physicians 
themselves. They have 
allowed these school 
positions, especially the 
ones of a part-time na- 
ture, to become political 

















pabulum. They have accepted the 
most meager compensation for 
their services. And in a number 
of instances they have not at- 
tempted to qualify themselves for 
their work, preferring to harbor 
the delusion that a license to 
practice medicine assures one of 
all the attributes necessary to a 
good school physician. 

In justice to the accusation that 
the quality of school medical 





greater number of properly 
trained men able to step into 
posts which will become avail- 
able as soon as there is some 
prospect of being able to fill 
them. 

Positions in school work are 
almost what the individual can 
build for himself. Executive jobs 
range all the way from those in 
the Bureau of Education at 
Washington to those in compara- 


By HUGH GRANT ROWELL, MD. 





work is hopelessly low, it must 
be admitted that in some schools 
and communities a truly high- 
grade and creditable job is being 
done. Good work is, therefore, not 
impossible; so the physician 
should not feel that he is lower- 
ing himself professionally by par- 
ticipating in school health work. 
Here, as in a number of other 
fields, the standing the medical 
man enjoys is up to him entirely. 

School medical work, at the 
moment, demands two things: a 
better presentation of its services 
and needs by persons who really 
know what is going on; and a 









tively small communities or 
groups of communities. 

There are municipal positions 
varying from head of the depart- 
ment of health and physical edu- 
cation to head of the work for- 
merly called school medical in- 
spection but now known as school 
health service. 

And, finally, there are part- 
time positions both in public and 
private schools (the former gen- 
erally considered as_ political 
handouts)—-sturdy ladders on 
which the young doctor may as- 
cend to the higher levels of pri- 
[Continued on page 115] 
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ALPRACTICE insurance will 

take the burden of defense 
and settlement off the shoulders 
of the physician unfortunate 
enough to be sued—as who may 
not be next? 

But what will wipe out the 
stain on his reputation which 
comes from headlines announcing 
the charges? 

Fortunately the public’s for- 
getory is better than its memory. 
Yet many a man’s practice has 
been set back from one to several 
years by an unfortunate legal at- 
tack upon his professional stand- 
ing. 

Attorneys representing a large 
malpractice indemnity company 
in Los Angeles, Mr. W. I. Gilbert 
and Mr. William M. Rains, have 
learned in the course of many 
years’ service a great deal about 
the origin and conduct of mal- 
practice suits. In the same spirit 
as that which instigates the pub- 
lic health physician to work him- 
self out of a job by preventing 
disease, so these men take every 
opportunity to tell the medical 
men of their community how to 
avoid legal contamination. They 
have reduced prevention to a few 
simple formulae from which all 
physicians can well profit. 
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As a first premise they declare 
that not the patient, but some 
other physician, is responsible for 
practically all malpractice ac- 
tions. The ill-advised remark of 
a doctor about the work of his 
colleague usually serves as the 
spark that sets off the explosion. 

Without the sworn adverse 
testimony of a recognized physi- 
cian, of course, the plaintiff’s at- 
torney is helpless to condemn the 
work of the defendant. For this 
reason, these lawyers exhort the 
medical profession in plain terms 
to “keep your mouth shut about 
the work of other doctors.” 

Of course, this applies only to 
derogatory remarks. If a compli- 
ment can be given, well and good. 
Or if some statement can be made 
such as “Yes, I know Dr. So and 
So, and have always regarded him 
as a good physician,” then it is 
all right to speak. 

On the other hand, if nothing 
favorable can be said, a non-com- 
mital remark or none is in order. 
The second doctor on the job can 
never boost his own advantage in 
the long run by disparaging his 
predecessor. 

Whenever a case is transferred 
from one doctor to another, the 
receiving man should find out 
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Prophylaxis 


under what circumstances the 
first doctor was discharged. The 
fault was more likely with the 
patient or the patient’s family 
than with the-doctor. Ten to one 
the family is of the trouble-mak- 
ing kind, or the non-paying kind, 
or both. 

In such cases a conference be- 
tween the two doctors is usually 
of mutual benefit, and may pre- 
vent a great deal of trouble. A 









simple application of the Golden 
Rule among practitioners under 
these circumstances will bring 
worthwhile returns. 

Records are invaluable in mal- 
practice prevention, as well as in 
defense. If the definite written 
word may be presented in refuta- 
tion of the loose remarks of a 
plaintiff, the plaintiff’s attorney 
will be much more hesitant about 
prosecution. This, of course, means 


By EDWIN F. 
PATTON, M.D. 





“They warn the doctor that every 
time he looks at a patient—espe- 
cially a surgical patient—he should 
project his gaze onward, visualizing 
the man against the background 
of a court-room." 
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that the record must include 
everything of significance in the 
case, indicating that a thorough 
study has been made, and that all 
due care and diligence, and a 
reasonable degree of skill have 
been exercised in the management 
of the situation. 

Record-keeping is almost an art 
in itself, and deserves study; but 
the primary point to be kept in 
mind in making original descrip- 
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tion and _ subsequent progress 
notes is: If I am called upon to 
account for this case later on, 
have I all the necessary facts to 
indicate that I did my best, that 
nothing was neglected, and that 
my efforts approximated the cus- 
tomary, average, standard proce- 
dures of my colleagues? 
Record-keeping has another 
legal angle. If for any reason a 
[Continued on page 121] 


America’s smallest x-ray unit 





Courtesy G-E X-Ray Corp. 


The smallest x-ray machine ever built in this country is 
shown in the above photo being used by its designer, J. B. 
Wantz, to determine the contents of a pocketbook. 

The new device operates from an ordinary electric light 
socket, is shock-proof, and, according to reports, may be 
operated in perfect safety by any ordinary assistant. 

In addition, the small set is said to be capable of making 
x-ray photographs of the entire human body, or it may be 
carried around and used for making fluoroscopic examina- 
tions wherever needed. 














“The Physician's Bookkeeper’ 


pee KS, credit houses, and mer- 
cantile concerns often collect 
better than 99 per cent of their 
accounts, according to computa- 
tions made public by Harvard’s 
Bureau of Economic Research and 
the Income Tax Department of 
the U. S. Internal Revenue 
Bureau. 

Doctors, it is safe to predict, 
will never do so well; yet the dis- 
crepancy between the trifling 
losses suffered by commercial 
establishments and the serious 
losses borne by physicians indi- 
cates clearly the latter’s need of 
a more efficient credit and book- 
keeping service. 

Slightly more than a year ago 
the Detroit Physicians’ Business 
Bureau, anxious to aid its mem- 
bers in reducing losses from bad 
debts and in simplifying their 
office routine, established a new 
department called “The Physi- 
cian’s Bookkeeper.” 

Thanks largely to this under- 
taking, reports K. B. Read, busi- 
ness manager of the Wayne 
County Medical Society, the bu- 
reau’s 1933 collections for De- 
troit doctors averaged 85 per 
cent; and the cost to members, in- 
cluding stationery, stamps, phone 
calls, and other follow-up items, 

















amountéd on an average to less 
than four percent of each doc- 
tor’s total receipts from practice. 

Under the usual method of 
business bureau operation, few 
accounts are turned over until the 
physicians themselves have ex- 
hausted all ordinary methods of 
collection. Accordingly, when bills 
eventually reach the bureau they 
are likely to be “bad” for one of 
the following reasons: (1) The 
debtor can not be located. (2) He 
can not pay. (3) Or he refuses to 
pay. Of these factors, number one 
is the most serious. 

To the accompaniment of fall- 
ing rentals during recent years, 
there has been an unprecedented 
number of removals from one 
residence to another. Since the 
average account is probably more 
than one year old when turned 
over to a bureau for action, then, 
this matter of the constant shift- 
ing about of people presents an 
extremely difficult problem. In the 
Detroit Bureau, for instance, an 
examination of 1,000 accounts, se- 
lected at random from the files, 
revealed that 525 debtors could 
not be located. 

The new plan minimizes the 
possibility of loss through an ac- 
count becoming tog old, owing to 


Buttonholing 
skips and dead- 
beats is daily work 
for "The Book- 
keeper." They may 
move, but before 
they do so there is 
an experienced col- 
lector on hand to 
remind them of 
their unpaid doc- 
tor's bill. 
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the fact that the bureau main- 
tains control of each physician’s 
charge accounts from the time of 
service until they are paid. 

If statements to the patient 
bring no response, an experienced 
staff of collectors keeps in touch 
with the debtor, and contacts him 
before he has a chance to move. 
Actual results show that the new 
system produces quicker remit- 
tances as well as a greater per- 
centage of ultimate collections. 

From the physician’s stand- 
point the working of the plan is 
simplicity itself. 

The Bookkeeper supplies him 
with a pad of forms, printed three 
to a page, and in duplicate. This 
book takes the place of the usual 
cash book. 

At the time the physician ren- 
ders service, he records his charge 
and fills out one of the forms for 
the patient. Then, at the end of 
the day he tears off all the orig- 
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inal forms used and mails them 
to the Bookkeeper in a self-ad- 
dressed envelope, which is also 
furnished him. 

As soon as the original records 
of a doctor’s accounts arrive at 
the office of the Physician’s Book- 
keeper, they are properly filed. 
This accumulation of records af- 
fords an unusually reliable source 
of credit information and is avail- 
able to subscribers at no extra 
cost. 

Thus the Physician’s Book- 
keeper, while in no way inter- 
fering withthe functions of the 
Detroit Physicians’ Business Bu- 
reau, supplies the best in credit 
and accounting methods to a large 
number of doctors at small cost 
to each. It has the further ad- 
vantage that not only the prac- 
titioner’s bookkeeping, but also 
the tedium and worry of follow- 
up letters and collections, are 
thereby taken off his hands. 


Wilkes Barre’s Model Health Center 











When the Angeline Elizabeth Kirby Memorial Health Center was 
erected not long ago, all the health and general welfare agencies 
of Wilkes Barre were invited to occupy quarters in the building 
without charge. Physicians were offered free aid in the diagnosis 
of communicable diseases, as well as bacteriological and chemical 


diagnostic services. 


The cost of the Health Center and the endowment which made 
it possible amounted to almost $2,000,000. 
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Codify those Health 


And Welfare Laws ! 


By FREDERIC E. ELLIOTT, M.D. 


i to do about the indigent 
who presents himself in your 
office for medical treatment? 

Take care of him yourself? Or 
steer him elsewhere? And if so, 
where—to whom? ; 

The course of action that 
should be taken in such instances 
may be specified by law. But the 
trouble is that there are such an 
overwhelming number of health 
and welfare laws, particularly in 
the large communities, that the 
net result is confusion, and the 
professional man on the case 
doesn’t know what he can or 
should do. 

Indigency, medical care, and 
community responsibility are in- 
tegers, relatively simple in them- 
selves. Their relationship should 
not thus be confounded in a chaos 
of scattered, unorganized stat- 
utory regulations governing the 
blind, the deaf, the aged, the 
mentally sick, those infected: with 
communicable diseases, and what 


not. 
* 


All in all, it would take a Phila- 
delphia lawyer of the old school to 
unravel from the maze of statutes 
regulating the medical care of the 
poor the proper answer as to 
what legally should be done in a 
given case that required medical 
attention. 

A majority of the health and 
welfare laws of this country were 
passed under the stress of some 
particular set of circumstances. 
Each was written with a specific 
objective in mind. Many of them 
have been left on the statute 
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books so long that they are hope- 
lessly unsuited to present social 
conditions. 

* 


Believing that the time has 
come to evolve an _ orderly, 
planned code to regulate medical 
care and health services for those 
who have evident need of a dole, 
members of the New York State 
Medical Society met recently with 
their local commissioners of 
health, welfare, and mental hy- 
giene, representatives of social 
agencies, hospitals, and organized 
medicine. The purpose of this 
gathering was an informal ex- 
change of ideas to show how such 
a code might be brought about. 

Realizing that in order to cod- 
ify the existing laws it would be 
necessary to collate those statutes 
now on the books, the group de- 
cided that a library worker should 
be retained to make a diligent 
search into the subject of all leg- 
islation having to do with the 
medical care of the poor. This 
plan of action being agreed upon, 
the welfare commissioner offered 
to supply such a library worker; 
and at the present time he is em- 
ployed under the direction of the 
Economics Committee of the New 
York State Medical Society in col- 
lecting and assembling in a scrap- 
book all fragments of law to be 
found on this subject. 

In afew weeks when this phase 
of the work has been completed, 
multigraphed copies of the mate- 
rial will be prepared and made 
up into loose-leaf books contain- 
ing frequent blank interpages for 

[Continued on page 99] 

















Economics, the Ever 


A CHICAGO admirer of MEDICAL ECONOMICS 
gently chides us for straying beyond the 
confines of our originally chosen editorial field. 

“... In looking over the bound volumes of your 
journal (and I have every one),” he writes, “I 
find your credo expressed in volume 1, number 1. 
It reads: ‘The subjects for consideration in MEDI- 
CAL ECONOMICS will be (1) The Development and 
Conduct of Practice, (2) The Collection of Ac- 
counts, and (3) The Investment of Earnings.’ 

“Your more recent issues, however, do not con- 
form with this pattern, and I can not help feeling 
that you are straying far afield from your orig- 
inal purposes. 

“Such articles as ‘Hospitalization, Incorpo- 
rated,’ ‘A Dentist Works with Me,’ ‘Red Medicine,’ 
and ‘I Prescribe Propaganda’ appear to be quite 
foreign to the raison d’etre of the publication. 
Am I wrong in my conclusions?” 

Quite. 





When in 1915, at the Long Island College of 
Medicine, the writer gave the first lectures on the 
economics of medicine ever to be presented before 
a class of medical students, he was pioneering in 
a field and he had to feel and fight his way at all 
times. 

In those days the subject was practically taboo. 
In fact, one of his most intimate medical friends 
introduced him to a group of physicians at a pri- 
vate dinner as “the most dangerous man in medi- 
cine’”—simply because he was trying to educate 
young men to be better physicians by being better 
business men, to render better medical service, 
to collect their just dues, and intelligently to in- 
vest their surplus. 

Today those discourses seem quite elementary ; 
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Disedenios Field 


although then, it was unorthodox for a physician 
to possess knowledge along practical lines. And 
the preacher of such doctrines was guilty of 
heresy. 

Despite these obstructions, the gospel of medi- 
cal economics spread. It penetrated the dark 
corners of the country, and at that time every 
corner was dark. 

This journal commenced to be read and appre- 
ciated. Medical men’ gave heed to its preach- 
ments. And a considerable proportion of the 
profession became medico-economically minded. 

Today, MEDICAL ECONOMICS has outgrown its 
swaddling clothes. We know now that its read- 
ing matter must include everything which makes 
for the doctor’s economic, professional, and per- 
sonal benefit. 

There is more to the science of medical eco- 
nomics than the ideas set forth in our first edi- 
torial. 

The physician is, or should be, a broad-minded, 
super-intelligent teacher, a healer of the sick, a 
preventer of disease, and a leader in all that 
stands for the best in the community. 

Our purpose, therefore, is to aid him in becom- 
ing many-sided, to get the most out of life by 
putting the most into it. It is our duty to set 
forth every opportunity which will enable him to 
be a better physician and an outstanding member 
of society. 

Our Chicago admirer is wrong. Continued 
study of the economic side of medicine shows that 
the surface has scarcely been scratched. Our 
scope must include the entire field. 


K Sharan QO aletiz 
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A Two-Man 





Medico-Dental Building 


FTER some years of careful 

thought, discussion with other 
physicians, and observation of 
their offices, I now have a medical 
office which for my purposes I 
consider ideal. 

Instead of renting space in 
some office building (as it hap- 
pens there isn’t one in the city 
where I am located) and subor- 
dinating my personal preferences 
to the exigencies of the available 
quarters, I now have the office I 
have long desired—the office 
which I planned personally. 

And, what is of the utmost im- 
portance, I have it on excellent 
terms. Though it was erected 
under the supervision of an archi- 
tect, and in accordance with my 
wishes, I do not have a dollar in- 
vested in it. 

It is owned by a patient of 
mine. Some time ago he told me 
that he had a vacant corner lot 
on which he wanted to build, so 
we got together with the idea of 


By ALBERT SUPPLE, M.D. 
South Pasadena, California 


putting up a professional office 
building for two men, myself and 
a dentist. The accompanying pho- 
tographs and floor plan give a 
fairly good idea of the result. 

When the building was erected, 
prices were at rock-bottom. Hence, 
its cost was only $4,300. The lot 
at that time was appraised at 
$3,500. 

Today the lot would appraise 
at $4,200, and building costs 
would probably total from 25 to 
30 per cent higher. 

So far as the specifications of 
the structure are concerned, I 
may say that it is built of stucco 
on hog wire and tar paper. Floors 
are all hardwood except in the 
laboratory, examination room, and 
treatment room, where linoleum is 
meets and in the toilets which are 
tile. 

Walls are of natural Keene 
cement. Standard plumbing is 
used throughout. A unit heating 
system with two separate fur- 























The Centenary of the Battle of 
Bunker Hill was celebrated with 
great pomp and enthusiasm on June 
17, 1875. In that same year The 
Maltine Company was _ established 
and introduced its first product— 
Maltine With Cod Liver Oil. 

In the 59 years since it was intro- 
duced to physicians and long before 
any one knew anything about vita- 
mins, the medical profession held 
Maltine With Cod Liver Oil in high 
esteem because of its proved efficiency 
in the prevention and 
treatment of rickets as Re 


well as in the building of fF | 


strength and bodily re- 
sistance against disease. 

With the discovery of 
the various vitamins and 
when their identity and 
functions had become 
better known, The Mal- 
tine Company, with the 
assistance of nationally 
known scientists, began 
a systematic and ex- 
haustive series of tests 
to discover the vitamin 
potency of Maltine With 








Battle of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER 





“Aim low, and wait till 
you see the whites of their 
eyes.” Gen. Putnam at 
Bunker Hill, 


June 17, 1775. 


Cod Liver Oil. These tests demon- 
strated, among other things, that this 
product contains four important vita- 
mins—A, B, D and G. The B and G 
Vitamins are supplied by the Maltine 
(70% of the total content)—a con- 
centrated fluid extract of the nourish- 
ing elements of malted barley, wheat 
and oats. Vitamins A and D are 
provided by the 30% balance of vita- 

min-tested cod liver oil. 
As authorities now favor the in- 
gestion of vitamins as a group rather 
than as isolated vita- 


oN mins, Maltine With Cod 


Liver Oil offers an ideal 
medium for group vita- 
min administration. Mal. 
tine With Cod Liver Oil 
is biologically standard- 
ized and guaranteed to 
contain four vitamins— 
A, B, D and G. When 
taken with orange or 
tomato juice, the fifth 
vitamin—C— is added. 
Biological report on re- 
quest. The Maltine Com- 
pany, 30 Vesey St., New 
York, N. Y. 











Member NRA 
We do our part 

















MALTINE WITH COD LIVER OIL AND IRON IODIDE also available. This is identical 
with MALTINE WITH COD LIVER OIL except that it contains two grains of freshly 


prepared iron iodide to each fluid ounce. 
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naces has been installed in the 
basement. There are also two 
separate hot-water heaters. 

The roof is part tile, part pa- 
per and crushed rock. 

Overall dimensions of the build- 
ing are 42’x5714’, allowing, after 
subtracting an 18’x17’ court space 
in the rear, some 2,000 square 
feet of floor area. 

Except for a common lobby, my 
suite of offices and that of the 
dentist are in no way connected. 
This factor, of course, entailed 
more expense in building, fur- 
nishing, and maintenance than if 
we used some rooms together. 
However, both he and I feel that 
the present arrangement is well 
worth the added cost. 

An idea of the roominess of 
our quarters may be had from 
the following detailed dimensions: 

Reception room 15’x15’ 

Nurse’s station 51’x8’ 

Private office 15’x12\4’ 

Examination room 15’x12’ 


Treatment room 15’x10’ 
Laboratory 6’x12’ 
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Dressing room 6\,’x8’ 

Hall 4’4” wide 

Entrance lobby 10’x11’ 

Toilets 6’x6’ 

Broadloom rugs, lined drap- 
eries, and Venetian blinds are 
used throughout the building. The 
furniture is simple, but in good 
taste, some of it being plain, some 
upholstered. An inventory of the 
equipment and furniture shows it 
to have cost approximately $1,800. 

On long-term, straight leases, 
the owner paying for water and 
upkeep, the dentist and I rent 
this building for $100 each per 
month. This cost is probably less 
than it would be in an office build- 
ing, were there one in this city; 
while, on the other hand, it is un- 
doubtedly higher than it would be 
if we rented a similar amount of 
space in a home. 


An air of neatness and cheer- 
fulness pervades the entire build- 
ing, as the interiors on the oppo- 
site page indicate. 
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This floor plan shows clearly how the medical 
suite and the dental suite are entirely separated 


except for a common lobby. 
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“IMPROVEMENT” in ARTHRITIS 





A recent investigation of the arthritis problem 
by Lawler (Journal-Lancet, Jan 1, 1934) 
leads to the following report: 


“In a clinical series of 97 cases studied by the author 
wherein a new drug was used, Mono-Iodo-Cinchophen 
Compound, supposedly of lessened toxic possibilities 
because of the addition of Iodine to the Cinchophen 
molecule (Corson White), very satisfactory results were 
obtained... 

“Improvement was rapid between the fourth and 
tenth days of treatment (see chart). The marked reduc- 


Day of treatment 
1 






— = Pain 
sreeee = Swellin 
acca * Motion 


tion of swelling, relief of pain and restoration of motion 
are probably due, to a great extent, to the Iodine which 
stimulates and regulates metabolism and the Cincho- 
phen which relieves pain.” 


Let us send you a digest of the published work and a supply 
of FARASTAN (Mono-lodo-Cinchophen Compound) for a test. 


THE LABORATORIES OF THE FARASTAN COMPANY 
137 South Eleventh Street « « Philadelphia, Pa. 





















Something New in Clinics 


By HAROLD N. CHESEBROUGH 


I i-ygpess is something new under 
the medical sun. It’s a clinic 
where the doctors get paid! 

Physicians comprising the staff 
of the part-pay clinic at the Berk- 
eley (Cal.) General Hospital are 
actually compensated for their 
work. In fact they receive the 
clinic’s entire net receipts, divided 
pro rata... 

* 


In common with many other 
large institutions throughout the 
country, for the past several 
years particularly, this hospital 
has had a great number of unoc- 
cupied rooms 


For quite a while a group of 


physicians in the community had 
been planning to open a clinic to 
help their needy patients through 
to better times. They wanted 
quarters. The hospital had more 
available space than it could use. 
So these physicians recognized an 
opportunity for themselves and 
for the hospital. 

Why not make an arrangement 
with the institution whereby this 
group might take over the unused 
portion of the building for clinic 
purposes? “Sure, why not?” re- 
plied the hospital officials; where- 
upon the plan took root. 

From among forty volunteers 
of the General Hospital staff, fif- 
teen physicians were selected to 
form the nucleus of the new clinic 
staff. 

The Berkeley Clinic operates on 
a part-pay basis because it was 
organized specifically to render 
service to that considerable group 
who, while not absolutely indigent, 
find themselves, because of ir- 
regular employment and the loss 
of savings and reserves, unable to 
pay standard fees for medical 
care, 





Any physician may refer a pa- 
tient to the Berkeley Clinic who 
declares he can not afford the 
regular charges. But the patient 
is admitted only after a strict 
social service investigation of his 
financial status. This investiga- 
tion always involves a consulta- 
tion with the patient’s last attend- 
ing private practitioner. 

Incidentally, the referring phy- 
sician is not only free to follow 
his patient’s progress in the clinic, 
but is welcomed as a consultant 
in the case with the clinic staff. 

Regardless of who refers them 
to the clinic, whether staff mem- 
bers or outside physicians, pa- 
tients are considered strictly as 
patients of the clinic. All actual 
treatment, therefore, is carried 
out by the clinic staff. 

The facilities of the clinic are 
available only to those in eco- 
nomic and physical need of them. 
The clinic has adopted an admis- 
sions eligibility schedule similar 
to that used by San Francisco’s 
part-free clinics at the University 
of California, Leland Stanford 
University, the San Francisco 
Polyclinic, ete. 

To be considered for admission 
the applicant must first consult a 
social service secretary who fills 
out an analysis record. If the 
secretary approves the applica- 
tion, the patient pays a registra- 
tion fee of 50 cents, plus $1 for 
the first medical examination. 

The name of the patient is then 
entered upon the clinic register 
by the secretary, who gives him a 
registration card good for a 
period of four months. At the 
end of that time, the patient may, 
upon a review of his social serv- 
ice history, request a similar card, 
again paying a 50 cent fee. 

The registration card must be 
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ACUTE PURULENT 


—| OTITIS MEDIA [— 














Aree paracentesis or spontaneous rupture of the drum 
membrane, excellent results in the control of the infection may 
follow the injection of a 5 per cent solution of Argyrol into the 
tympanum through the perforation, every two or three days, 
according to a distinguished American otologist. 


In his experience, the discharge has ceased quickly in a number of 
cases in which these intratympanic injections have been made. 


The solution may remain within the tympanum for several 
hours. Its strength should not be greater than 5 per cent as it 
is possible that more concentrated solutions may Be irritating, 
in his opinion. 


At the bedside or in the office when a solution of Argyrol is 
quickly needed, Argyrol tablets will be found most con- 
venient. Two tablets dissolved in one-half ounce of water 
make a 5 per cent solution ready to be used in a few minutes; 
other strengths in proportion. 

To meet an unexpected need for Argyrol solution, many 
physicians carry a small vial of tablets in their handbag. The 
tablets insure accuracy, certainty of product and time-saving, 
not only at the patient's bedside but also in the office and the 
Operating room; wherever, in fact, an Argyrol solution is 
quickly desired. 


To insure better results, be sure you use Arg yrol. 


A. C. BARNES COMPANY 


(INCORPORATED } 
Sole Manufacturers of Argyrol and Ovoferrin 


New Brunswick New Jersey 
**Argyrol’’ is a registered trademark, the property of A. C. Barnes Co. (Inc.) 
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presented at each visit, for on its 
reverse side the secretary lists all 
appointments. A charge of 10 
cents is made for the replacing of 
lost cards. 

In accordance with the clinic 
schedule, the secretary then 
makes an appointment for the pa- 
tient with the physician in charge 
of the department of general 
medicine. He examines the pa- 
tient, diagnoses his case, and fills 
out the case history. If necessary, 
he refers him to the secretary for 
further appointments. 

Patients are never referred di- 
rectly from one staff member to 
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another, but always through the 
secretary. Not only does she make 
all appointments, but she collects 
in advance 50 cents for each sub- 
sequent clinic visit for which she 
gives an appointment. If more 
than one clinic department is to 
be visited in one day, the patient 
is charged 50 cents for each. Fees 
for broken appointments are not 
refunded. 

Should a sufficient improvement 
in his financial status occur after 
a patient has been admitted to the 
clinic, he is dismissed with the 
recommendation that he consult 
his family physician. 


Soviet Air Drcibsinte 














Soibelman Syndicate 


This photo, taken on the outskirts of Moscow, shows one 
of the seven new-type air ambulances that have just been 
put into service by the "Red Cross and Red Crescent" 
(Russia's socialized Red Cross). 

One of the features of this flying ambulance is the 
stretcher which is hinged to the fuselage. The patient is 
put on the stretcher, the stretcher is "folded" into the 


fuselage, and the cover closed. 
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FOR RELIEF OF PAIN 


@ Kalms enter an unfilled niche in 
combinations for the relief of pain. 
The synergistic action of the ingredi- 
ents fortifies prompt effectiveness. For 
anti-pyretic and anti-spasmodic use, 
Kalms may be found desirable. 

We believe physicians will find 
Kalms helpful and more accurate in 


many cases. The formula: Antipyrin, 
2 grains; Amidopyrin, 3 grains; Caf- 
fein, , grain. Supplied in bottles of 
100 tablets with removable sleeve la- 
bel, and in tins of a dozen tablets. 
Available through your dealer. Use 
coupon below for special physician’s 
sample package. 


KALMS 


AN ETHICAL PRODUCT - NOT ADVERTISED TO THE PUBLIC 


( NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. f CHICAGO, ILL. 


FREE SAMPLES FOR PHYSICIANS -_ US 


Eachus! Division, Johnson & Johnson, New ‘Deenewieh, N. J. E-1 


Please send me physician’s sample package of Kalms. 
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The Doctor and 


His Investments 


HE most significant market 


developments, from a long 
term point of view, have been the 
recent break in commodity prices 
and the signs of seasonal slowing 
down in the automobile industry. 

The indications are that pro- 
duction has outrun purchasing 
power and that goods are going 
into the warehouses. No doubt 
this imbalance can be partly ac- 
counted for by the threat of seri- 
ous strikes. Manufacturers have 
been hastening operations in an- 
ticipation of future requirements, 
hoping to have goods ready for 
delivery before their factories are 
paralyzed by walk-outs. 

Most inconveniently, at this 
juncture, commodity prices have 
broken badly. This combination 
of unfortunate circumstances re- 
calls the conditions of last Sep- 
tember when, to combat a similar 


slowing dewn in trade and a simi- 
lar break in commodities, the 
President turned to dollar de- 
valuation. 

In one of his first radio 
speeches to the country the Presi- 
dent promised to raise prices of 
farm commodities to a higher 
level, where they would be nearer 
parity with prices of manufac- 
tured goods. “Do it we will,” said 
the President, and he proceeded to 
devalue the dollar in order to 
reach his end. 

Here are the prices of primary 
farm products as of the time of 
that well-remembered speech and 
as of recent date: 


October, 1933 April, 1934 
45 corn 42 
29 oats 25 
56 rye 51 
78 wheat 75 
9.25¢ cotton 11.25¢ 
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UENTINE 


NEW LOW PRICE 


in pound and five pound tins 


W: ARE HAPPY to make Unguentine available to physician and patient 
at a new low price that effects a substantial saving. There is no longer 
the economic necessity or temptation to use inferior substitutes for this 
unique antiseptic surgical dressing. 

Unguentine is not only positively and reliably antiseptic but possesses 
marked pain-relieving, local anesthetic effect. There are also the great 
advantages inherent in its ointment form. Thus, Unguentine dressings on 
burns and minor injuries are soothing to the patient and greatly simplify 
treatment, needing renewal but once in 24 hours. 


Not Weft, Not Dry—but "MOIST" 


Whereas, wet dressings occupy the con- “moist” and combine the advantages of 
stant attention of the patient, and require both wet and dry dressings with the dis- 
frequent interruption of his work for re- advantages of neither! 
newal . . - Instantly soothing, constantly in con- 

And whereas. dry dressings adhere to tact, positively antiseptic, easily removed, 
the wound, impede free healing and cause Unguentine dressings do not interfere with 
needless pain and loss of time when re- the patient’s work—and hasten healthy 
dressed . . . Unguentine dressings are healing and pl recovery. 





The NORWICH PHARMACAL COMPANY, NORWICH, NEW YORK E Norwich 
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With the exception of cotton, 
which is an export commodity, 
there has been no rise in domestic 
prices. Yet manufactured goods 
have increased in price. The dis- 
parity is greater than ever. 

In short, the promise to raise 
prices still stands and the cir- 
cumstances out of which the orig- 
inal inflation mandate arose are 
more strongly established than 
ever. This is the underlying fact 
that must be kept in mind. 

* 


The most effective inflation de- 
mands today are being made by 
the so-called “silver bloc” in Con- 
gress. These men are motivated 
by two desires: to raise prices in 
general; to raise the price of sil- 
ver in particular. Apparently, 
they believe that raising the price 
of silver will automatically raise 
the prices of other commodities, 
though just how this result will 
be brought about is not explained: 

The theory of the silver men 
seems to be that if silver be re- 
monetized, it will appreciate in 
value. Objectors hold that there 
is so much excess silver available 
for production that the com- 
modity could not rise in value if 
it were remonetized, because the 
supply would increase with com- 
pensating rapidity. 

Remonetization, they hold, 
would merely reduce the value of 
money backed by silver. It would 
not raise the value of silver it- 
self. The President seems to feel 
as do the objectors, for he is in- 
sisting that a world-wide reduc- 
tion of silver production be 
agreed upon before the metal can 
successfully be remonetized. 

The curious anomaly in the sil- 
ver people’s position is this: If 
silver remonetization should not 
debase the currency, it would 
have no effect upon other prices. 
And if it should debase the cur- 
rency, it would not be the safe 
-— sound solution they hold it to 


However, few persons take the 
silver arguments seriously. What 
every investor had better take se- 








CURRENT POLICY 


Business and the markets 
are near the critical point 
that frequently marks a sea- 
sonal peak in industrial ex- 
pansion. What is to happen 
from here on will be deter- 
mined by (1) the Administra- 
tion's monetary policy, (2) 
the Administration's success 
in starting credit expansion. 

The monetary policy is be- 
ing uncomfortably pressed 
by a drastic break in com- 
modity prices, Credit expan- 
sion is being retarded by 
the New Securities Act and 
now, perhaps, by the Stock 
Exchange Bill. This combina- 
tion of circumstances plays 
directly into the ee of 
the currency inflationists, 
who are most forcefully rep- 
resented by the silver lon 

Professional men whose 
fees could not easily be 
raised in an inflation should 
continue to seek protection 
in properly chosen stock 
equities and low-priced 
bonds, a judicious combina- 
tion of the two probably of- 
fering the most effective 
guarantee against loss in the 
months ahead. 














riously, though, are the silver 
votes, for they are as powerful 
as they are irrational, and may 
yet have a deciding influence up- 
on the whole economy of the na- 
tion. Their cause has been great- 
ly strengthened, from a political 
standpoint, by the recent break in 
commodities. 

Along with the slump in com- 


[Continued on page 103] 
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In Urinary Infections there is no Substitute for 


COMFORT 


The patient who is suffering from 
the distressing symptoms of urinary 
infection will accept no substitute 
for COMFORT. 

Caprokol produces relief almost 
immediately, and this prompt 
EASE and COMFORT reconcile the 
patient to the time-consuming de- 
tails of accurate urologic diagnosis. 

Caprokol, administered by 






CHILDREN 


mouth, is excreted in the urine, to 
which it imparts active germicidal 
properties, 

There is not a single pathologi- 
cal condition of the urinary tract 
in which Caprokol is contraindi- 
cated, and there are few of infec- 
tious origin that it will not benefit. 
Interesting case reports will be 
sent on request. 


CAPROKOL 


(Hexylresorcinol, S & D) 


Sharp & Dohme 


PHARMACEUTICALS BIOLOGICALS 


PHILADELPHIA BALTIMORE 
i MONTREAL 
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EMEMBER the story of the 
Arab and his camel? 

One chilly night, you recall, he 
decided to let the animal thrust 
its head inside his tent. So far, 
so good. But the camel didn’t stop 
at that. 

After the master had gone to 
sleep, it kept moving farther and 
farther inside. Long before dawn 
the Arab awoke with a start, to 
find himself out in the cold. 

Now, that Arab might have 
realized, had he only stopped to 
think, that his camel would try 
gradually to intrude his whole 
body into the tent, and that the 
tent obviously wasn’t big enough 
to shelter both the beast and him- 
self. However, it is to be pre- 
sumed that he learned his lesson. 

If today the private medical 


Boston's Medical 
Ambassadors 


THEY’VE SET AN EXAMPLE 


profession finds itself, figurative- 
ly speaking, being crowded out of 
the tent of private practice, it 
must admit that it has _ itself 
largely to blame for much the 
same brand of thoughtlessness. 
Thanks to institutional competi- 
tion (hospital outpatient depart- 
ments, free dispensaries, clinics, 
and so on), the private practi- 
tioner has lately awakened from 
his lethargy with more than one 
foot out in the cold. 

While he slept something had 
been taking place that detracted 
no little from his sense of well- 
being. Awake now and musing 
upon his present discomfiture, he 
is compelled to admit, to himself 
at least, that he is personally re- 
sponsible for most of it. 

How? By contributing directly 








“. .. Where Lowells speak only to Cabots, and Cabots speak only 
to God 
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Higher Vitamin Content than in 
Most Home-Cooked Strained Foods 


Heinz cooks and strains fresher-than- 
market vegetables by methods 


which assure greater retention 


ANY mothers believe that maxi- 
mum vitamin retention is possi- 
ble in market vegetables cooked and 
strained at home with ordinary home 
methods. 
Impartial tests, however, show that 
both vitamins and minerals are re- 
tained to a higher degree in Heinz 
teady-to-serve Strained Foods. 
This is no accident. The House of 





Heinz Strained Foods include 8 varieties—Mixed 
Vegetables, Peas, Green Beans, Tomatoes, Care 
rots, Spinach, Beets and Prunes. 


¥ HEIN Zz Strained Foods 


A Group of the 57 Varieties 
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Heinz uses vegetables hours-fresh from 
gardens—vegetables grownunder strict 
supervision. Heinz cooks and strains 
them, in small batches, with methods 
and equipment carefully calculated 
to reduce vitamin destruction to an 
extremely low point. 


They are finely strained, and come to 
the home, vacuum sealed in enamel- 
lined tins. Their heavy consistency 
makes them go further. 
Because of their fresh 
color and flavor, Heinz 
Strained Foods are 
teadily accepted by most 
infants. 

May we send you a copy of 
the new, up-to-the-minute 
reference manual of Nu- 
tritional Charts, full of 
tabulated information 
and analyses of many 
types of foods? This 
manual, compiled under 
qualified scientific super- 
vision, is yours for the 


asking. Address 


H. J. Heinz Co., 
Dept. ME 105, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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to the development of the very in- 
stitutions which today are making 
such inroads upon his private 
practice. For instance, he has 
been only too ready to dodge the 
responsibility of fairly difficult 
cases by sending them on to some 
hospital, particularly some chari- 
table hospital, for diagnosis and 
treatment. 

And there the public has been 
inoculated with the “something- 
for-nothing” virus. By degrees it 
has acquired the free dispensary 
and clinic habit, quite without re- 
gard to economic status. Thou- 
sands of persons well able to af- 
ford to pay private physicians 
have followed the trend. Un- 
blushingly they have availed 
themselves of the services of 
charitable institutions supposed 
to aid only bona fide indigents. 

It used to be that the free med- 
ical care administered at tax-sup- 
ported institutions was received 
gratefully and appreciatively, as 
a gift. Today the tendency is for 
the public to demand it, to insist 
upon it as a right not to be de- 
nied. 

What are hospitals for, any- 
way, if not to take care of citizens 
needing their facilities? It is not 
surprising that along with this 
notion another way of thinking 
has developed: Why go to a pri- 
vate physician and pay him for 
medical care which may be had 
for nothing, or next to nothing, 
at an institution? 


Just how keenly the medical 
profession suffers from institu- 
tional competition (the very same 
institutions the doctors them- 
selves make possible) was not 
fully realized until the arrival of 
the economic crisis of the past 
several years. During the depres- 
sion the profession has felt, and 
felt keenly, this peculiarly ironic 
and unfair competition. 

Mere resentment against an 
unwarranted situation, self-com- 
miseration that things have been 
allowed to come to such a pass, 
gets the profession precisely no- 


‘ specialist’s fees. 
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where. All the sotto voce com- 
plaining in the world never pro- 
duced any worthwhile results. 

To call attention to an intoler- 
able condition, it pays to kick oc- 
casionally, and kick hard. It isn’t 
enough to realize, a bit tardily, 
that institutional care has been 
infringing on private practice. 
The point is, something has to be 
done about it. 

ra 


That is the attitude of the Nor- 
folk District Medical Society of 
Boston. On the resolutions of Dr. 
Henry M. Landesman, a commit- 
tee of three was appointed some 
months ago to investigate the 
whole question of unfair compe- 
tition by hospital outpatient de- 
partments, dispensaries, clinics, 
health units, and insurance com- 
pany clinics. 

This committee, made up of 
Drs. Henry M. Landesman, 
Charles Malone, and A. J. Shad- 
man, has gone about its job in a 
forthright, sensible manner. Al- 
ready excellent results have been 
achieved. Furthermore, it has 
started a train of influence that 
can not fail to have the most de- 
sirable ultimate consequences. 

The committee’s procedure has 
been the common-sense method of 
first facing the facts, and then 
going directly to those in authori- 
ty and putting squarely before 
them medicine’s position in the 
matter. Their attitude has been 
simply that of “Come on, let’s 
reason together, and try to im- 
prove matters.” 

Investigation of the records of 
the principal hospitals and clinics 
in the city of Boston showed that 
about 1,600,000 patients had been 
treated by them in 1932. Of this 
number, the committee felt, about 
25 per cent of the persons who 
took advantage of institutional 
care at little or no cost to them- 
selves could well afford to pay the 
regular general practitioner’s or 
Furthermore, 
an additional group of some 10 or 
15 per cent, it estimated, could af- 
[Continued on page 83] 
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“Careful sorting—Rigid inspection 





why Gerber’s are better for baby 


Even before it is washed From seeding to feeding 
every single vegetable —you can prescribe no 
that has passed receiving- finer food for baby than 
office inspection is again Gerber’s — unseasoned, 
examined by hand by strained, ready-to-serve. 
Gerberinspectors. Bunches The Gerber exclusive proc- 
of spinach are separated ess of cooking and strain- 
and inspected leaf by leaf. ing with oxygen excluded 
1 All are then mechanically insures the retention of 
washed in clear artesian valuable vitamins in high 
water before starting on degree. Complete reten- 
the cooking process. tion of natural juices con- 
This care in every de- Serves mineral values. 
tail is just another reason Send for literature—or 
why so many physicians for sample of Gerber’s 
and pediatricians are so Strained Cereal. It en- 
willing to recommend joys a growing popularity 
Gerber’s for their tiny pa- as an ideal starting cereal. 
tients. Mail the coupon below. 


Strained Tomatoes ... Green Beans 
.. Beets... Vegetable Soup... 
Carrots . ape iageaps Spinach 


. 4%-oz. cans. Strained 


9 Strained Foods for Baby Cereal . 10%-oz. cans. 


GERBER PRODUCTS COMPANY, Fremont, Michigan. (In Canada: 

Fine Foods of Canada, Ltd., Windsor, Ontario.) ME-5 
Please send me (] Reprint of the article, “‘The Nutritive Value of Strained Vegetables 
in Infant Feeding.” Sample can of Gerber’s Strained Cereal. 


























The G.P. Returns. 


By WILLIAM MARTIN, M.D. 


ECENTLY I’‘read somewhere 

a statement which said in sub- 
stance that the economic situation 
has solved the question of the 
specialist. The implication was 
that our present era has fostered 
too many so-called specialists, and 
that owing to hard times many 
of these are being forced to re- 
turn to private practice. 

Time alone will prove or dis- 
prove this, my individual thought 
being that it is largely true. 
There are and have been entirely 
too many half-baked specialists, 
young graduates in medicine who, 
after their interne service and a 
short postgraduate course, have 
set themselves up as full-fledged 
specialists in whatever branch of 
medicine their inclinations dic- 
tated. 

No doubt there have been suc- 
cesses even under these conditions, 
more largely the result of social 
standing and financial backing 
than of careful training and 
sound experience. Nevertheless, 
even among the more fortunate 
ones there are many just now 
who are having hard sledding. 


Some have called specialties 
“excrescences upon the body med- 
ical.” This statement is open to 
argument. There are specialists 
and specialists. The experienced 
ones will hold their own in spite 
of financial stress; although their 
returns, it is true, will be mate- 
rially affected. 

The present economic crash has 
struck the average specialist as 
well as other physicians in a most 
vulnerable spot: the pocketbook. 
The general practitioner seems to 
have come into his own; but he, 
too, has had to bear the burden of 
the times owing to difficulties of 
collecting. 





The average specialist is now 
placed in the category of a lux- 
ury, to be indulged in by those 
who still have money. Patients 
can frequently get along without 
his services and are learning to 
do so more and more. 

Many families who up until re- 
cently consulted specialists only 
are once again showing a willing- 
ness to take the advice of the 
family physician who knows the 
history and lives of his patients 
and who cares for them over a 
long period of time instead of 
once in an emergency. 

The surgeon will not be re- 
placed, naturally. Every person 
feels safer in the hands of a 
skilled surgeon. Hence, he will 


continue to play his part in spite 
of conditions, although he, too, 
will suffer from reduced financial 
returns. 

A nose and throat specialist re- 
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Tus Spring—especially 

where milk supplies are 
uncertain—insure with 
Dryco against Summer di- 
arrhea. 

With its higher protein 
and mineral values, Dryco 
builds more real living tis- 
sue—less fat and water. It 
increases resistance to in- 
fection and dangerous de- 
hydration. “Dryco”’ babies 
do not melt away. 

The low—but ample— 
fat content of Dryco is an- 
other guard against gastro- 
intestinal upsets. It makes 
for easy digestibility dur- 
ing convalescence too. 

And—remember its 
safety—no milk-borne in- 
fection has ever been 
traced to Dryco. 

For normal—as 
well as for difficult 
feeding cases—in- 
sure with Dryco as 
the routine food. 































Diarrhea case reports 
and samples on request 
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THE DRY MILK COMPANY, INC. i 


Dept.ME-5, 350 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 


DRYCO 


Made from superior quality milk from which part of the butterfat has been removed, 
irradiated by the ultra-violet ray, under license by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Founda- 
tion (U. S. Pat. No. 1,680,818) and then dried by the “Just” Roller Process. 
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cently told me that those of his 
specialty would not be put out of 
business. No matter how busi- 
ness conditions were, he said, they 
would always be needed. He 
pointed out that patients have 
been for so many years dependent 
upon them to provide relief from 
upper respiratory distresses that 
they would not know how to get 
along without their services. 

No doubt he spoke truly, but 
what about the fees? Will these 
nose and throat men be able to 
collect for their services as of 
old? I think not. The people 
will throng their offices for relief 
and the specialists will wait for 
their money as will others. 

During past years the medical 
profession has shown an altruis- 
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tic spirit in establishing free 
clinics to the poor. (At least we 
feel that a certain altruistic spirit 
fostered the thought, even though 
altruism has not played the en- 
tire role a hundred per cent.) 
This free advice and medical 
care in practically all the special 
lines of medicine has taught the 
average person that he can get 
the best advice and care available 
and still not have to pay for it. 
Patients who used to get good fees 
in the private office can get the 
same or approximately the same 
attention by applying to the free 
clinic, so it is there that they go. 
This naturally is reacting as a 
lever to pry the specialist out of 
his legitimate position. 
[Continued on page 75] 




























Ethical Solicitation of Patients 


GAINST parents who may be a bit amnesic in the mat- 
ter of having their children immunized against diph- 
theria, the Philadelphia County Medical Society annually 
discharges a volley of publicity material calculated to 
bring quick results. 
This year the society suggested among other things 
that this letter be sent to procrastinating mothers: 
Dear Mrs. Philadelphia: 


My records show that Johnny has not been immunized against 
diphtheria. You no doubt know that diphtheria, like smallpox, is now 
a preventable disease. No child need suffer from diphtheria, for modern 
medical science has developed a successful preventive measure in the 
form of a simple, inexpensive injection of diphtheria prophylactic. 

May first—CHILD HEALTH DAY—should see every child in Phila- 
delphia over the age of six months successfully immunized against 
diphtheria. In a city-wide campaign under the auspices of the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society, physicians aim to eradicate this 
destructive disease. Cooperation of parents is essential if this life- 
saving battle for their children is to end in victory. It is in this spirit 
that I, as your family physician, address this letter to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
John Doe, M.D. 


So far as the ethics of its action are concerned, the 
society has no qualms about approaching parents in this 
manner. In fact, one of its recommendations states spe- 
cifically that “it is not only ethical, but it is also the duty 
of members in the interest of public health to solicit their 
patients to present themselves for periodic health examina- 
tions, for immunization against smallpox, diphtheria, etc., 
and to cooperate with the Department of Health of Phila- 
delphia in all matters of preventive medicine.” 





FOR 12 YEARS A STANDARD 
BAY'S READI-PAD HAS BEEN 
AN EXTRA HEAVY PAD 


Because all sterile gauze pads come in 
envelopes and look alike, it is well to 
know the difference in gauze construc- 
tion because the best costs you no more. 
For twelve years BAY'S Readi-Pads 
have been made of close mesh gauze 
known as 22/18 construction. In their 
folded sizes, they are made up from 
12 to 48 ply. 


For twelve years BAY'S Readi-Pads have given 
you more threads to the square inch, which 
means greater absorbency and greater strength. 
There are no frayed edges as each pad is ma- 
chine folded with all edges turned in. 
Each pad is individually wrapped in a glassine 
envelope and steam sterilized after sealing. 
Each pad is White when you get it and stays 
White. It is unaffected by sunlight or steril- 
ization due to a new BAY'S bleaching process. 
BAY'S Readi-Pads are available for a wide 
range of uses. They are neat, handy and eco- 
nomical. A sample is yours 
for the return of the coupon. 


THE BAY COMPANY 


@aroceronr CONNECTICUT 


PARKE, DAVIS & Co: 





sree teense Rieetnenintes 


THE BAY COMPANY 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Gentlemen: Please send me a sample of BAY’S Readi-Pads. 
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Address 
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SOLD— 
To the Lowest Bidder | 


By H. J. SAVAGE, M.D., LL.B. 


iy many counties in the United 
States today physicians are of- 
fered one dollar a visit for treat- 
ing charity patients in their 
homes. Our county societies have 
been justly indignant, insisting 
that this fee is insufficient and 
should be increased. 

It is admitted, of course, that 
county social units must have 
some basis for any fee offered. 
Let us, therefore, consider the 
facts involved in arriving at these 
fees. - 

To begin with, each county is 
made up of a number of cities, 
towns and villages. Each of these 
political units is responsible for 


the treatment of the indigent sick 
within its limits. 

But how does each political 
unit supply medical care to these 
indigents? It works this way: 

Usually the township trustees 
ask for bids from the local phy- 
sicians. The work is then thrust 
upon the lowest bidder. 

Next year when the bids are 
again opened, the doctors all bid 
just a little lower in order to 
underquote the physician current- 
ly doing the work. 

The average yearly remunera- 
tion of a physician who cares for 
the sick-poor of a small communi- 

[Continued on page 91] 
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"Either we get busy now and investigate every contract which 
might allow a political unit to show an unduly low cost per patient 
treated, or just-sit tight and wait. 

"If these costs drop low enough, we shall slide into state medicine 
so quietly and smoothly that none of us will ever be able to determine 
definitely the date upon which the thing happened." 
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CHARTS CAN°’T EXPLAIN If 


It takes personal observation in practice to 
evaluate properly the good effects of Alka- 
Zane in systemic acidosis—threatened or 
actually present. 


The clinical thermometer will show how fever 
abates when Alka-Zane isan adjunct ofthe treat- 
ment in influenza and other febrile diseases. 


The pregnant woman will curtail her story of 
uneasiness and discomfort, when Alka-Zane 
is administered during the puerperium. 


Certain skin diseases will show a marked tend- 
ency to improve, when Alka-Zane supple- 
ments the treatment. 


Albumin will diminish in the urine when 
Alka-Zane is given in nephritis. 

These are just a few examples where Alka- 
Zane may prove of evident usefulness in the 
treatment of diseases in which acidosis is a 
complicating factor. 


Trial supply sent on request. 
Please use letterhead. 


ALKA-ZANE — for acidosis 


Alka-Zane is supplied in bottles containing 114 and 4 
ounces. The dose is one teaspoonful in a glass of water. 
Alka-Zane is an effervescent salt of the 

b phosph and citrates of 
sodium, jum, calcium and - 
nesium. It is free from feauneh, a 
phates and tartrates, and sodium 


A Pp in a glass of 
water makes a zestful, ing drink. 


WILLIAM R. WARNER & CO., INC. 
113 West 18th Street, New York City 
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“The Trouble with 
Medicine is . 





“="AKE it from me, the medical 
profession today is burying 
its head in an antiquated code of 
ethics. It refuses to recognize the 
changing conditions surrounding 
it, and calls on the Hippocratic 
oath for support of the statement 
that medicine is a noble profes- 
sion and must not be disturbed.” 
“Go on,” I urged. The man 
speaking was my guest—an in- 
telligent fellow, a graduate of 
Harvard, director of one of our 
important social agencies, a poor 
bridge player but an excellent 
executive. 

He continued: “You medical 
men talk about the doctor-patient 
relationship as being a sacred af- 
fair that brooks no change. You 
tremble at the mention of state 
medicine, yet many of your prom- 
inent colleagues are directly in 
the employ of the state. You urge 
the building and equipment of 
elaborate municipal hospitals, 
while at the same time you look 
upon these free hospitals as in- 
terfering with your private prac- 
tice. 

“You forget,” he accused, “that 
times have changed, governments 
have changed. Institutions such 
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By H. M. JAHR, M.D. 


as medicine can not hope to escape 
this new universal trend. 

“Why are you doctors. so 
opposed to a change, anyway? 
You complain bitterly about your 
present economic status, the gen- 
eral practitioner berating the 
specialist for taking away his pa- 
tients, the specialist in turn re- 
senting the general practitioner’s 
attempts to take out a pair of 
tonsils or to deliver a baby. 

“And all the while you are 
worrying about meeting your ob- 
ligations, the patients who need 
your services are ashamed or 
afraid to call you, because they 
are already indebted to you and 
can not meet their payments. 
Families who are honest and in 
the habit of fulfilling their obliga- 
tions are generally the very ones 
who suffer from lack of medical 
care.” 

I took advantage of a pause 
and said, “But the families who 
are honest need not suffer. We 
are happy to extend credit to 
them for our services whether 
they pay us or not.” 

“Exactly,” he interrupted, “but 
these are the people who do not 
want to be in debt. They go with- 
out medical care as long as they 
can, calling in help as a rule only 
when they recognize a dangerous 
condition. In many cases, you 
yourself have stated that timely 
treatment is the most economical 
and that not infrequently it is 
the deciding factor between life 
and death.” 

He drew a deep breath in prep- 
aration for further c:atory when 


[Continued on page 77] 
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Bi ANATOMICALLY 
pA CORRECT 






WYANOIDS 


(Wyeth’s Hemorrhoidal Suppositories) 





The torpedo shape allows the insertion 
of the pointed end first. As the widest 
diameter passes the sphincter muscle, 
the Wyanoid spontaneously moves in- 
ward where it is retained, melted and 


the therapeutic ingredients liberated. 


Wyanoids quickly allay pain, reduce 


inflammation, restrict bleeding. 


JOHN WYETH & BROTHER, Inc. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. and WALKERVILLE, ONT. 
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A Tax on Good Nature 


How many taxes (federal, 
state, and local) do you have to 
pay?—Drug Topics recently 
asked its readers. 

“Plenty!” replied the retail 
druggists. Their answers, com- 
bined, reveal that the majority 
are obliged to meet more than a 
dozen different taxes such as real 
estate, poll, gross income, store, 
pharmacy, state liquor, excise, 
narcotic, toiletries, soda and 
syrup, federal income, personal 
checks, gas and oil, tobacco, cor- 
poration, and intangibles. 

As one druggist expressed it, 
“T pay every tax but that on car- 
pet tacks!” 


Millionaire M.D.'s 


Medical societies that establish 
rating bureaus should make every 
effort to prevent their activities 
from being misconstrued by the 
public. The following excerpts 
from an open letter to the Buf- 
falo (N.Y.) News show how easi- 
ly this can happen: 


Ye olde family doctor—where has he 
gone? Surely there must be some of this 
fine type of man left. But if I under- 
stand correctly from an item in the 
News of recent date the Erie County 
Medical society is contemplating the es- 
tablishment of a black list so that unfor- 
unates who are temporarily financially 
embarrassed are to have a stigma put 
on their names and will be unable to ob- 
tain medical assistance unless their rat- 
ing is A-1. 

Just think, if your child is injured or 
one of your family is seriously iil, you 
must let them suffer until your rating 
has been checked. If you owe some mem- 
ber of this society you will be told the 
doctor cannot come. 





Then, of course, there is only one way 


open to you. While you shrink in horror 
of asking charity, you either will have 
to let them die or, after a delay in which 
arrangements are made with the welfare, 
if they are still alive, you can drag them 
to the city hospital, the expense to be 
borne by a lot of other poor devils who 
are slaving their lives away to pay taxes 
so that Dr. Goodale can have his million 
dollars to spend—how? 
Patient. 


Malarial Warfare 


For the control of malaria in 
twelve southeastern states, the 
government plans to expend a 
total of ten million dollars, say 
recent reports. The program will 
be launched by the U. S. Public 
Health Service, although each 
state department of health will 
ultimately take over the direction 
of the plan in its own territory. 
Reason for the project: More 
than 5 per cent of the 10,000 
school children examined in this 
area showed malarial infection. 


At the Workbench 


Every Monday evening at a 
certain spot in St. Louis a group 
of doctors can be heard hammer- 
ing, sawing, and making a gen- 
eral racket. The room from 
which this peculiar din reverber- 
ates is known as “The Work- 
bench”—a rendezvous for busy 
professional men who for years 
have been urging hobbies on their 
patients as a relief from the 
strain of modern life, and who 
now are enjoying some of their 
own medicine. 

[Turn the page] 
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The Workbench is exactly what 
its name implies—a place where 


one may make things. And all 
the tools are at hand. Some of 
the hobbies followed are hammer- 
ing silver, making etchings, paint- 
ing decorative tiles, and just 
“nottering around.” 


Politics in Harness 


Newest political league to be 
formed is the Public Health 
Council of Kansas, which seeks to 
protect the welfare of physicians, 
dentists, druggists, and the public 
by furthering proper state legis- 
lation. 

Say its sponsors: 

“We have dental societies, 
pharmacal societies, and medical 
societies. It is our plan to har- 
ness these three horses together 
that all of us may ride in the 
chariot.” 


"Experts" Flayed 


“Too many physicians set 
themselves up as experts in crimi- 
nal and civil cases in the courts,” 
declared Dr. Thomas C. Shallow, 
professor of surgery at Jefferson 
Medical College and Hospital last 
month. 

“The contradictory statements 
made on both sides by medical 
‘experts’ at times is, indeed, a dis- 
grace to the medical profession,” 
he asserted. 

“One side is selling its heritage 
and the pride of the medical pro- 
fession against the other side, 
which is probably attempting to 
tell the truth. It is only when 
the medical profession refuses to 
be the catspaw of large public 
utilities that the poor and needy 
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will obtain their just and proper 
deserts. 

“Frequently, so-called ‘expert 
testimony’ discredits facts which 
are stated by truthful witnesses,” 
he said. “The words of honest 
men are distorted.” 


Health in Hard Times 


Illness among families hard hit 
by the depression is higher by 
one-half than among those who 
have escaped serious economic 
difficulties. So states the report 
on an inquiry into 8,000 urban 
households all over the country 
by the United States Public 
Health Service. The years studied 
were 1929 and 1932. 


Fee Refused 


Paul Lukas, screen star, tells a 
tale about the time he was lead- 
ing man at the Comedie Theatre 
in Budapest. 

One day he was suddenly taken 
ill and a rush appendectomy was 
ordered. He was hurried to a 
hospital where Dr. Karl Mennin- 
ger, the German surgeon, per- 
formed the operation. 

Menninger, it so happened, ad- 
mired the young actor tremen- 
dously and never failed to attend 
the theatre when he was playing. 
He sent him no bill. 

Noticing this, Lukas later 
called upon the doctor to settle 
his debt, where he had the novel 
experience of having his fee re- 
fused. 

“Art does not pay to Science” 
was the doctor’s only explanation. 


Patents 


Medical men who patent their 
discoveries and then attempt to 
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discourage further research in 
that branch of medicine in which 
their discovery was made were 
hauled over the coals by Dr. Vir- 
gil E. Simpson, editor of the 
United States Pharmacopoeia at 
the April meeting of the Ameri- 
can College of Physicians in Chi- 
cago. 

By way of curbing this prac- 
tice, Dr. Simpson suggested that 
the patent laws be amended to 
provide that patents on any bio- 
logical product or drug shall ex- 
pire as soon as the product is ap- 
proved for general use by the 
medical profession through a list- 
ing in its official pharmacopoeia. 


Out the Window 


That socialized medicine would 
be a calamity to the United 
States, was strongly emphasized 
by Dr. W. A. Mulherin, professor 
of pediatrics at the University of 
Georgia, speaking before the ann- 
ual meeting last month of the 
Tennessee State Medical Associa- 
tion. 

“When politics enter the pro- 
fession, efficiency goes out the 
window,” he declared, adding that 
the average physician would be 
so ordered about by politicians 
under a regime of socialized med- 
icine that his interest in medicine 
would soon wane, with the result 
that “the people themselves would 
be the losers.” 


Sweepstake Medicine 


A resolution sanctioning the 
use of money from sweepstakes to 
defray hospitalization costs was 
among those passed by the Sas- 
katchewan (Can.) Association of 
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Rural Municipalities during its 
recent convention at Regina. 
The resolution reads: 


“‘Whereas rural municipalities are find- 
ing it increasingly difficult to finance 
medical care and treatment necessary for 
the well-being of the residents: 

“Therefore, be it resolved that the ex- 
ecutive take steps to urge the Dominion 
government to legalize sweepstakes along 
the lines of the Irish sweepstakes, and 
that such sweepstakes be run under the 
direct control of each provincial govern- 
ment, the proceeds to be used for the 
benefit of medical care and treatment, 
hospitalization, and, if possible, for the 
establishment of a home for the indigent 
aged and infirm.” 


The Rackham Fund 


Another foundation enters the 
arena to battle for the good of 
humanity. This time it is the 
$16,000,000 Rackham Fund, 
created by a Detroit attorney, the 
late Horace H. Rackham. 

Director of medical research 
will be Dr. Mark S. Knapp of 
Flint, Michigan, whose activities 
are to begin with a nation-wide 
survey of all the possible fields of 
medical research. 


Women Doctors to Convene 


The Third Quinquennial Con- 
gress of the International Asso- 
ciation of Medical Women will be 
held this year in Stoekholm, Swe- 
den, August 8 to 11; and plans 
are being laid for an American 
delegation to visit the congress 
under the auspices of the Medical 
Dental and Allied Science Wom- 
en’s Association. 

In the program is included a 
number of social functions at 
which the members from dif- 
ferent countries will have oppor- 
tunity for informal discussions. 

It is expected that delegates 
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from twenty-eight foreign nations 
will participate. 


Medical Golf Classic 


Some 200 members of the 
American Medical Golfing Asso- 
ciation, with a membership of 1,- 
100, are expected to compete in 
the group’s twentieth tourna- 
ment, to be held at the Mayfield 
Country Club in Cleveland on 
Monday, June 11, the day before 
the A.M.A. Convention opens in 
that city. 

Thirty-six holes will be played, 
and a total of fifty trophies and 
prizes are to be awarded. 


1934 Century of Progress 


Medical exhibit space in the 
Hall of Science at the World’s 
Fair is rapidly being allocated. 

So many exhibitors have re- 
quested additional space for the 
current year and so many new 
displays have been added, that 
physicians who failed to get to 
Chicago last year will find the 
attractions this summer as great 
if not greater than they were be- 
fore. 


Emergency Hospitalization 


Mr. Average Man injured in 
Detroit, need no longer worry 
about being rushed to a city hos- 
pital against his wishes. As the 
result of an arrangement made 
with the police commissioner of 
Detroit by representatives of the 
Wayne County Medical Society 
and the Detroit Hospital Council, 
injured persons who can and are 
willing to pay for hospital care 
will henceforth be taken to pri- 
vate institutions for treatment. 
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Anyone who becomes ill in a 
public place will be removed to 
the Receiving Hospital unless he 
asks to be taken to his own home 
or to another hospital, provided, 
of course, that the distance to the 
latter is not too great and that 
the injury or illness is not a mat- 
ter of life and death. 

This new policy, it is believed, 
will save time, minimize expense 
to the city, and satisfy the pa- 
tient. 


You Must Speak Chinese 


According to an Associated 
Press report, China, as a wide 
open field for foreign doctors 
seeking fortune among its mil- 
lions, has become a thing of the 
past. 

In a ruling addressed to the 
world, the Chinese government’s 
health administration announces 
that foreign physicians seeking to 
practice in China must undergo 
an examination, present creden- 
tials of ability from their native 
land, and know the Chinese lan- 
guage. 

This action, it is believed, re- 
sults from the presence in China 
of many foreign quacks, and is 
expected to stop the inflow of 
such fortune hunters. 


Pharmacists’ Plight 


Did you know that the phar- 
macist down at your corner drug 
store works from 90 to 110 hours 
a week? According to figur2s 
released by New York’s Economic 
Council of Independent Retailers, 
he does—but not by choice. 

Spotty conditions and existing 
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Twin responsibility for 
the DOCTOR 


tT is to her doctor that the mother 

looks—not only for her own well- 
being—but that of her child. 

During pregnancy her own bones and 
teeth must be safeguarded; but so also 
must be the developing bones and teeth 
of the little newcomer. This is the 
doctor’s twin responsibility. 

It is a grave responsibility—and an 
important one. The mother’s diet, dur- 
ing pregnancy and lactation, must be— 
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evils in the drug industry make 
it impossible for the majority of 
pharmacists to retain pharmacist- 
employees; hence, they are forced 
to work alone and for untenably 
long hours. This situation has 
the further unhappy consequence 
that it deprives other licensed 
men of work. 

In New York City, for example, 
about 50 per cent of the 8,000 
pharmacists there are unem- 
ployed; 20 per cent are working 
relief at an average salary of $10 
a week; and the remaining 30 per 
cent have the comparative good 
fortune to be earning $25 a week. 

By way of extricating the pro- 
fession from its dilemma, an ap- 
propriation is being sought under 
the Public Works Administration 
for redistributing needy pharma- 
cists among hospitals, clinics, 
army and naval bases, C.C.C. 
camps, and various construction 
projects. 


$10 a Year for Health 


Group hospitalization, that 
much-beleaguered idea that first 
leaped into prominence at Baylor 
University Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas, four years ago, has since 
spread to about 40 towns and 
cities in various sections of the 
United States. 

Latest convert to the plan is 
the Sydenham Hospital in New 
York City which has just an- 
nounced that it will give white- 
collar workers earning less than 
$5,000 a year the privilege of 
three weeks’ hospitalization for 
$10 a year. Such patients are to 
receive all treatments at cost, 
with the understanding that the 
maximum fee for which they can 
be held liable will not exceed 
$100. This fee is to include any 
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major operation performed, as 
well as a second operation, if re- 
quired. 


“The medical man in charge of 
a case,” declares Simon Bergman, 
president of the hospital, “will 
not be able to charge more than 
$25 for the first week’s care, or 
more than $15 for any week 
thereafter. No doctor’s fee for 
any one patient in the hospital 
will be more than $100. 


This latest group hospitaliza- 
tion plan was announced on April 
19, at the Sydenham Hospital’s 
annual banquet. e 


Eddie Cantor was toastmaster. 


Federal Control of Children? 


No group is more linked to the 
family than the medical profes- 
sion. The doctor’s interest in 
children is at least as intimate as 
that of educators and others par- 
ticularly concerned with the wel- 
fare of the youth of the land. 

Physicians will therefore be in- 
terested in the attempt to make 
valid the so-called child labor 
amendment to the Federal Consti- 
tution which, submitted ten years 
ago, was decisively defeated by 
the votes of 26 states. 

A number of state legislatures 
have recently been persuaded to 
change their votes on the amend- 
ment from the negative to the af- 
firmative. In a communication to 
the editor of the New York Times, 
Nicholas Murray Butler, militant 
president of Columbia University, 
opposes the proposed child labor 
amendent as an unwarranted in- 
vasion by the federal government 
of a field traditionally that of the 
state and of the family. He re- 
marks: 


“Every reasonable person is 
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“The’statement is frequently made that no two babies 





can be fed in the same manner and that the formula 
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is not true in the case of formulas which meet the 
fundamental requirements. In this connection one 
| should not lose sight of the fact that *human milk, 
which is admittedly the best food for the normal 
infant, does not vary appreciably in compos- 
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ra 


“The natural food of the infant is *human milk 
characterized by the fact that its quality changes 
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on the increase in the amount of milk secreted”. 


Julius H. Hess, Feeding and the Nutritional Disorders 
in Infancy and Childhood, 7, (1930). 
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opposed to child labor as every 
reasonable person is an upholder 
of temperance. The proposed 
child labor amendment is precise- 
ly the wrong way with which to 
deal with the problem to which it 
refers. Child labor through action 
by the several States and through 
the education of public opinion is 
on the point of becoming almost 
non-existent. This amendment, 
should it ever find place in the 
Constitution, would bring no less 
than 40 per cent of our total 
population, or 45,000,000 human 
beings in all—all those below 
eighteen years of age— under the 
direct control of the Congress of 
the United States. 

“The Congress might then send 
Federal agents and inspectors in- 
to every home, every family, 
every school and every church in 
the land to see what any one un- 
der 18 years of age was doing.” 


Medical Credit Bureaus Increase 


More and more the desire of 
medical societies to standardize 
their collection procedure is find- 
ing expression in the establish- 
ment of medical business bureaus. 
The number of such bureaus is 
steadily increasing. 

Among the more recent in- 
stances coming to light are the 
bureaus formed at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and Provo, Utah. With 
the stimulus afforded by the new 
national organization of medical 
business bureau managers, noted 
in an earlier issue, it is probable 
that this movement to put medi- 
cal practice on a business basis 
will more rapidly become nation- 
wide. 


Who Pays the Bill? 


Certain professional gentlemen, 


it cannot be denied, are inclined 
to make the bill a bit steep if they 
know it is to be paid by an in- 
surance company rather than by 
the individual injured or sick man 
to whom they have rendered serv- 
ice. 

So long as this tendency pre- 
vails, is it to be wondered at that 
insurance company adjusters 
have acquired a counter tendency 
of cutting down the doctor’s bill? 
After all, here is a plain matter 
of simple honesty being the best 
policy. : 


Middle-Class Medicine 


Addressing the Middle Atlantic 
District of the American Associa- 
tion of Hospital Social Workers 
at Graduate Hospital, Philadel- 
phia, Ewan Clague, economist 
and research director of the Com- 
munity Council, expressed the 
opinion that the anxiety felt over 
an apparent trend toward the 
socialization of medicine is un- 
founded. 

Said Mr. Clague: “There will 
be more public health work, more 
preventive medicine and social in- 
surance, and probably eventual 
government health insurance. But 
our rising standard of living will 
lead us away from such a general 
shift to state medicine as is seen 
in parts of Europe. 

“Medical men are all wrong if 
they think people who can afford 
to pay will be satisfied with clinic 
treatment. They are fighting to 
retain their grip on patients who 
pay poorly, if at all, and losing 
sight of their new field opening 
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up as prosperity returns to the 
growing middle class, many of 
whose medical needs have gone 
unsatisfied during the depression. 
They can not stop the Govern- 
ment from giving free care to 
those who would suffer or die 
without it.” 


Speaking of Fees! 


A recent news item reporting 
that combined fees of $27,500 
have just been paid to the London 
surgeon, Dr. H. S. Souttar, his 
anesthetist, Dr. J. H. Challis, and 
his nurse, Miss A. M. Bradford, 
who flew from London to Bom- 
bay to carry out an operation on 
the daughter-in-law of the Ma- 
harajah of Nepal, calls to mind 
other huge fees which have, at 
one time or another, been paid to 
English physicians. 

When vaccination was still a 
new procedure, Dr. Thomas Dims- 
dale went to Russia and vaccin- 
ated the Empress Catherine II 
and her son, receiving as his re- 
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ward $50,000, a life pension of 
$2,500, and a title. Some years 
ago a British army surgeon 
cured the Nawab of Rampur of 
rheumatism, and was paid a 
$60,000 fee. 

The record fee, however, is 
probably that received by Dr. 
Gale, a blind physician of Bristol, 
England, who cured a wealthy 
patient of lameness, and collected 
a fee of $250,000. 


Contract in Canada 


The story of how two physi- 
cians in the little Canadian town 
of Cardston have established a 
workable form of contract prac- 
tice was described recently in the 
New York Times: 


The Cardston plan of community 
medicine guarantees to any family 
complete medical service, including 
even major operations—but not hos- 
pital service—for all its members 
for an advance payment of $25 a 
year. The enterprise is handled by 
a committee of citizens, and the sub- 
scription money is paid in monthly 
instalments to the town’s two phy- 
sicians. 

On March 1, 1932, 100 families 
had subscribed. By midsummer of 
that year the number had doubled, 
and in March of this year 300 fam- 
ilies were on the list. 

Thus approximately 1,500 persons 
were guaranteed medical service and 
each of the two physicians was as- 
sured of an annual income of $3,750. 

In addition the physicians have 
their fees from families which for 
one reason or another have not 
joined in the effort. 

The scheme is said to be working 
admirably. The contributing families 
are spared the worry about doctor 
bills; they obtain frequent medical 
advice because no extra cost is in- 
volved ; and if an operation is recom- 
mended there is no ground for the 
least suspicion that the surgeon is 
interested primarily in his fee. 

The physicians, for their part, are 
certain of a decent small-town inh- 
come without the annoyance of mak- 
ing difficult collections. 


M.D.'s as Risks 


The Standard Manual of Classi- 
fication of Risks, used by the 
principal accident and health in- 
surance companies in this coun- 
try, shows how the physician 
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spoon for a dose, you don’t scoop 
it out of the bottle. Or if you 
prefer, you place a dose in a glass, 
stir it a bit, and takeit that way. A 
pleasing- drink it is, too. For chil- 
dren, you add it to milk—and they 
like it. 
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the intestinal contents, for evenly 
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stimulation of the peristaltic 
function. 

@ Try it. A request on your letter- 
head will bring you a complimen- 
tary supply. 
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compares with other classes of 
men as an insurance risk. In this 
manual the various occupations 
and professions are listed and 
classified by letter from “A” to 
“M”. The list gives physicians 
and surgeons a “C” rating which, 
although it is not the best, is still 
satisfactory. 

The “A” classification desig- 
nates office people with no travel 
hazards. The “B” classification 
designates salesmen, supervisors, 
and executives having consider- 
able automobile travel. 

The reason physicians fall into 
the “C” group is because, in addi- 
tion to the automobile hazard, 
they run the risk of infection in 
the course of their practice, and 
are generally believed to neglect 
their owr physical condition in 
order to administer more thor- 
oughly to the needs of their pa- 
tients. 


About the only class of medi-_ 


cal men discriminated against are 
the X-ray and radium specialists. 
Standard insurance is_ usually 
issued to such men if they are 
fully protected; but as a rule 
“‘super- standard” policies, term 
insurance, and disability benefits 
are not allowed such practition- 
ers. 


Births in Backwoods 


Implied by government statis- 
ticians is the fact that there are 
more opportunities in the country 
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for physicians interested in ob- 
stetrics than in the city. Fol- 
lowers of the birth rate have an- 
nounced recently that in the small 
communities of the United States 
there is a twenty-five per cent 
surplus of children over the num- 
ber necessary to maintain a sta- 
tionary population. In the farm 
districts, the surplus is fifty per 
cent. In the large cities, however, 
there is a fifteen per cent deficit 
in the number of children needed 
to maintain a population balance. 

The prognosticators say that 
population in the United States 
will begin to decline in 1970. 


Health Bus 


The small, one-tent circuses 
that travel from village to village 
in Germany with their men- 
ageries, acrobats, and other attri- 
butes of such shows, have been 
supplemented by a wandering 
show of unique kind—a gigantic 
autobus, whose destination, as 
shown by a sign on its front, is 
“Gesundheit,” that is, health. 
This is the first traveling show of 
the famous German Hygiene 
Museum of Dresden, designed to 
give graphic instruction in sani- 
tation and care of the health to 
dwellers in the rural districts. 

The autobus carries a large 
tent and collapsible seats, with 
the help of which a small hygiene 
museum, with auditorium and 
cinema, can be erected in a short 
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time in the remotest villages. Its 
transportable electrical plant 
makes it possible also to illumi- 
nate its exhibits in front of the 
tent and inside—plastic figures, 
graphs, pictures, charts, prepara- 
tions, ete. 


This first traveling show is de- 
voted chiefly to the prevention 
of accidents in agriculture and in- 
dustry, and the prevention of con- 
tagious diseases. The cinema sup- 
plements the effectiveness of the 
various exhibits, and there is 
even a Punch and Judy show for 
combining entertainment and in- 
struction of the children. 


Pre-Natal Course 


Obstetrician-members of the 
Cleveland Academy of Medicine 
have for the past eleven months 
been able to secure at no cost, 
either to themselves or to their 
patients, pre-natal instruction for 
prospective mothers under their 
care. 


A class is conducted at the 
Academy by a trained nurse and 
teacher who has been doing this 
sort of work for the Cleveland 
Child Health Association in its 
pre-natal dispensary for the poor. 
It occurred to the Association that 
if this was a good thing for the 
indigent, it ought to be equally 
good for others. Accordingly, the 
nurse’s services were donated to 
the Academy. 


The idea has taken hold rapidly. 
At first there were only five or 
six women in the group, but this 
number has gradually increased 
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until at the present time the class 
has a total of 37 prospective 
mothers. 


The course is especially bene- 
ficial to new mothers in helping 
them prepare themselves, phys- 
ically, mentally, and practically, 
for childbirth. As part of the in- 
struction, the nurse teaches her 
class how to prepare layettes at 
a nominal cost and how to render 
proper infant care without in- 
curring undue expense—also tact- 
fully emphasizing that the money 
thus saved can be applied toward 
the obstetrician’s bill. 


Rational Charity Urged 


“The inauguration of a system 
of home and office treatment for 
the indigent sick, where medically 
practicable, would lessen the in- 
tolerable strain that the depres- 
sion has imposed upon municipal 
and voluntary hospitals, and 
would aid the many physicians 
who are themselves on the verge 
of destitution because so much 
of their service is given today 
without compensation”—says the 
New York Medical Week, reiter- 
ating a thought emphasized in 
MEDICAL ECONOMICS from time to 
time. 


“The shameful overcrowding 
that is impairing the efficiency of 
dispensary care at the present 
time,” the journal goes on to say, 
“could be relieved considerably by 
a more rational handling of the 
needy sick. A large percentage 
of those who now fill the clinics 
could be treated with equal, and 
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- ae hyperacidity is fre- 
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stomach,” pain and distress after 
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prescribe a preparation such as Bi- 
SoDoL, because it provides a safe 
and effective form of alkaline treat- 
ment. 


The combined action of magnesium 
carbonate with sodium bicarbonate 
and bismuth subnitrate affords quick 
neutralization of excess acid, with- 
out tending to set up a hyperalkaline 
condition. Antiflatulents and flavor-. 
ings provide additional aid in com- 
bating acid indigestion. 
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in some cases greater, efficiency 
at home or in private offices, 
thereby releasing instruments, 
space, and personnel for those re- 
quiring institutional care.” 


Hold-Up Crime 
A petition was recently signed 


The G.P. Returns 


[Continued from page 51] 

The money and banking situa- 
tion has been another cause of 
the specialist’s troubles. We all 
remember the moratorium last 
year that put the banks out of 
commission for a time. It may 
have been a wise move; but, un- 
fortunately, not all the banks 
opened afterwards. 
those that did succeed in keeping 
out of receivers’ hands held their 
deposits in a tight clinch, offering 
the public preferred stock in lieu 
of cash. In many quarters the 
public is still whistling for its 
money. 

It must not be supposed, how- 
ever, that John Citizen is the only 
one to suffer. He may have saved 
up a nice little sum for a rainy 
day, to pay for some specialist’s 
advice and care when needed, but 
can he do this now? Not at all. 
He must return to his family phy- 
sician for all services, special as 


Moreover,” 
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by ten thousand Chicago doctors, 
demanding an early trial for two 
girls who were accused of duplic- 
ity in a hold-up crime in which a 
fellow physician was killed. 
Sometimes it takes melodramtic 
events to make physicians show 
real unity of action. 


well as ordinary. Thus we have 
the exit of the specialist and the 
family physician coming into his 
own again. 


No doubt in some ways this will 
prove to be a good thing. It 
means that the general practi- 
tioner will study up to meet the 
situation, develop a stiffer back- 
bone to handle emergencies, and 
train himself in an all-around 
way to play the part. 


It has been said that the public 
have for some time been spec- 
ialist-crazed. I cannot endorse 
this view altogether, for I am 
thoroughly convinced that there is 
and always will be need for spec- 
ial services that cannot be given 
by the physician in general work. 
His field is entirely too vast for 
him to develop fully along all its 
lines. 


On the other hand, as one who 
has been in both general and 
specialty work for a long period 
of years and realizes that there 
are many physical conditions 
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which must have special atten- 
tion, I still believe, as well, that 
many uncommon conditions can 
be cared for by the family doctor 
if he is on the job as he should be. 

From what I have learned late- 
ly, there are some specialists who 
have seen the handwriting on the 
wall in time to take care of them- 
selves. These men have returned 
to their first line of work. No 
doubt in time, however, they will 
be back into special harness 
again, for these days of economic 
stress cannot last forever. 

Some of those who have re- 
turned to general work seem to 
like it, or at least they say so. 
Whether or not they speak the 
truth, I accept it; for these same 
practitioners are the ones who 
urge that more young medical 
students prepare for general 
practice instead of going in at 
once for specialization. Both 
types of doctors, they say, are 


needed, but the one group has- 


been growing too numerous for 
the good of the profession of the 
public. 

Those in practice today who 
still keep up their expensive of- 
fices with high-priced help, are 
trying bravely to meet the situa- 
tion, harboring the hope eternal 
that times will change and things 
will be all right again. 

But even they, if existing con- 
ditions continue much longer, will 
“fold their tents like the Arabs 
and as silently steal away.” 

Meanwhile the general public 
are the beneficiaries. 


“The Trouble with 


Medicine is...” 


[Continued from page 55] 


I remarked: “Suppose you let me 
answer these statements before 
you go any further.” He agreed, 
and I proceeded: 

“In the first place, the assertion 
that medicine refuses to recognize 
new trends is without foundation. 
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medicine-taking. 
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Doctors, as a class, are always 
aware of the changes that are 
going on. 

“To care for our patients prop- 
erly we should and do take full 
account of their surroundings. We 
are fully cognizant of the social 
and economic transition which is 
taking place. 

“We do not bury our heads in 
our code of ethics. While to most 
lay people our ethical standards 
seem to imply a protective rela- 
tionship among doctors, the fact 
of the matter is that these pro- 
scriptions are based on principles 
best suited to the welfare of those 


we serve. 
cd 


“It is true that the Hippocratic 
oath was given to us centuries 
ago. But would one call the ten 
commandments of the Old Testa- 
ment antiquated because they are 
5,600 years old? 

“The term ‘patient-doctor rela- 
tionship’ has become hackneyed to 
a point where its meaning is al- 
most lost. Among social workers, 
especially, has its significance 
faded almost to the vanishing 
point. 

“Be that as it may, the patient 
still wants to consult his medical 
advisor with that feeling of per- 
sonal trust which is so essential 
to proper diagnosis and effective 
treatment. As for the physician, 
he too is anxious to preserve an 
undivided allegiance toward his 
confiding client. 

“Thus the term ‘patient-doctor’ 
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relationship is more than just a 
high-sounding phrase. It defines a 
situation in which the patient may 
relate his personal story unre- 
servedly and so obtain relief from 
the subjective and objective com- 
plaints that bring him to his med- 
ical advisor. 

“Often the patient’s innermost 
thoughts and actions have a di- 
rect bearing upon his illness. In- 
formation about them is to be had 
only under the security that the 
doctor has a personal interest in 
the patient and that whatever is 
said in the consultation room goes 
no further. 

“As for our fear of state med- 
icine, it seems to me that this is 
highly exaggerated. What anxiety 
there is certainly lacks founda- 
tion from the standpoint of in- 
come. The net income of the aver- 
age medical practitioner today is 
no doubt lower than it would be 
under government employ. Fur- 
thermore, assuming that pay- 
checks would be forthcoming 
periodically, it is less stable. 

“On the other hand, we have 
misgivings as sto the actual op- 
eration of state medicine. Might 
it not degenerate into a political 
machine, functioning on the basis 
of favoritism in appointments, red 
tape in handling cases, and other 
evils all too familiar to thinking 
Americans? 

“Yes, I am aware of the British 
panel system and the German 
Krankenkasse. I can, for the sake 
of argument, even concede to the 
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through its success in hundreds of 
thousands of cases. 
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claims of our benevolent founda- 
tions that state medicine works 
favorably in those countries. The 
corollary, then, is that the health 
of the inhabitants of Great Britain 
and Germany is better than ours 
and that the members of the med- 
ical profession there are better 
satisfied than we are here. 

“Actually, however, we find that 
the health of our population under 
private care compares favorably 
with that of the European coun- 
tries with medicine under state 
subsidy. And as to the status of 
the American physician, I dare 
say that it is more favorable than 
that of the doctor working under 
government control. 

“Americans are different from 
Europeans. We cherish individual- 
ism and respect democracy. We 
do not get along well with au- 
thority. 

“The patient likes to have his 
choice of physician just as he has 
his choice of grocer, clothier, and 
politician. He does not always 
make the best of his selection, but 
he enjoys the feeling that an 
error in judgment is his own 
funeral. The privilege of free 
choice is too dear to him to make 
for harmonious state medicine. 


“Those physicians in this coun- 
try who are in the employ of the 
government do not usually main- 
tain active private practices. They 
are connected with public health 
activities, their duties being 
limited to control of epidemics, 
sanitation, and medical work in 
the army, navy, and Indian Serv- 


ce. 

“Individual practice done by 
physicians in the service of cities 
and counties is in many instances 


the strongest argument against 
government medicine. Not only 
are appointments made on the 
basis of political affiliation, but 
the hands of the selected staffs 
are so tied with red tape that 
adequate service is a practical im- 
possibility. 

“We have no quarrel with mu- 
nicipal hospitals run on an eco- 
nomic and graft-free plan. We 
serve on the staffs of these hos- 
pitals. Rightfully, we should be 
paid for our services. The burden 
of the sick-poor has grown too 
heavy for us. We are citizens of 
a community and are expected to 
contribute to its upkeep through 
the payment of taxes; yet, at the 
same time, the average doctor 
gives about half his time to free 
work. 

r 


“I personally know dozens of 
physicians who contribute hun- 
dreds of dollars’ worth of service 
each month to the sick-poor, yet 
who, themselves, are threatened 
with eviction for non-payment of 
rent. It is significant that these 
men, when paid appointments are 
announced, always find them- 
selves on the wrong side of the 
political fence, regardless of pri- 
mary registration. 

“The doctor, until a half cen- 
tury ago, could enjoy poverty and 
respect at the same time. If he 
was poor the fact never became 
advertised since a beard cost 
nothing and a silk hat and Prince 
Albert coat amounted to less than 
one obstetrical delivery and lasted 
half a generation. 

“But medicine has since 
changed, and so has the doctor. 
In addition to professional knowl- 
edge there are requirements of a 
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A More Scientific Method of 


Counteracting Gastric Hyperacidity 

Excess stomach acid has always been treated by 
chemical neutralization, to which, however, the follow- 
ing objections have been found: (1) peptic digestion 
is hindered or prevented; (2) intensive alkaline treat- 
ment frequently leads to a condition of alkalosis; (3) 
alkalis often cause a secondary and more pronounced 
rise of acidity following their administration. 
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Because of these objections physicians should recom- 
mend the introduction of the newer and more scientific 
method of removing excess acid by colloidal adsorption. 

Alucol, an allotropic form of aluminum hydroxide, 
has a high adsorptive power for HC1. It takes up excess 
acid colloidally and leaves a sufficiency for the continu- 
ance of peptic digestion. There is no secondary rise of 
acidity following its administration. 

A trial of Alucol will convince you of its value. Let us 
send you a supply with full information. 


ALUCOL 


(Colloidal Hydroxide of Aluminum) 


USE COUPON BELOW 
THE WANDER COMPANY, Dept. M.E.5 
180 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

Please send me without obligation, a container of ALUCOL for 
clinical test, with literature. . 
Dr. 
Address 
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social nature which must be met, 
otherwise he finds himself in a 
patientless dilemma. 

“Personal appearance and man- 
ner, social status and contacts 
are the present yardstick of suc- 
cess. 

“The statement is frequently 
made that thousands of middle- 
class families are not receiving 
the medical care they need. To 
support this contention figures 
are submitted indicating that 
large-income families spend more 
for medical services than those 
having lower incomes. 

“Assuming that the figures are 
accurate and reliable, proof of the 
contention still does not follow. 
A $1,000 expenditure may repre- 
sent one major operation in a 
$25,000-a-year family, whereas a 
$50 bill may be the result of 25 
office calls by a family having an 
income of $2,500 a year. Adequacy 
of medical service is of necessity 


Ambassadors 


[Continued from page 47] 
ford to pay the private practi- 
tioner partial fees at least. 
There is charity abuse for you, 
and on no small scale! Some 
400,000 patients, or more than 1,- 
000 every day in the year, asked 
for and received medicai charity 
at Boston institutions in 1932— 
despite the fact that they were 
not indigent. And at least 160,- 
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an indefinable factor because it 
involves so many variables. 

“As a matter of fact, few mid- 
die-class families actually suffer 
from lack of medical care. Those 
who do go without a physician 
until the later stages of illness 
are the ones who find it distaste- 
ful to part with a fee. Even per- 
sons who are indebted to their 
family doctor and are too sensi- 
tive to call him get medical serv- 
ices anyway by getting hold of 
some other physician. 

“In, other words, people who 
want medical care in this country 
do not suffer from the lack of it. 
They are treated regardless of 
their ability to pay. And as for 
good middle-class families not 
wanting to be in debt . = 

Here my friend had apparently 
had enough. Grabbing his hat, he 
stalked out of the house. “See you 
next week,” he called back. 
“You’re impossible!” 


000 other persons side-stepped the 
private practitioner in the same 
manner, though they were finan- 
cially able to pay in part for pri- 
vate medical care. 

The committee visited fifteen 
of Greater Boston’s institutions 
and conferred frankly and direct- 
ly with the superintendents and 
directors. In most instances they 
found charity abuse, particularly 
in the larger municipal hospitals, 
so great that the institutions were 
admittedly unable to render the 
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AMBAZIN in 
CYSTITIS 


A Controlled Clinical 
Investigation Reported in 
THE APRIL, 1933 - 
JOURNAL OF UROLOGY 


The Published Conclusions State: 

1. With AMBAZIN, infection was 
avoided in 35% of cases as com- 
pared with 5% in the control cases. 

2. 81.6% of remaining AMBAZIN 
cases cleared in one week or less, 
as against 42.1% of the controls 
in the same period. 

3. 9 cases showed no different results 
than previously obtained in our 
experience with other drugs. 

4. Results obtained in 55% of the 
cases are far better than so far 
obtained in our experience with 
any other drug. 

5. AMBAZIN is non-toxic, non- 
irritating and well tolerated. 

This report on the use of AMBAZIN in Post- 

operative Cystitis is further confirmation of 

the value of this new urinary antiseptic. 


AMBAZIN is non-staining and 


unusually economical for the pa- 
tient.. Dosage one capsule t. i. d. 


Write for reprints of the 
published work and a 
clinical supply for trial. 
THE LABORATORIES OF 
THE FARASTAN COMPANY 
137 So. 11th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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proper service to the genuinely 
indigent sick. 

Practically without exception 
the committee found the authori- 
ties of the various institutions 
keenly aware of the need for 
greatly minimizing this unwar- 
ranted free care of patients fi- 
nancially able to pay their own 
way. In fairness both to the in- 
stitutions and to the individual 
practitioners, they agreed with 
the members of the committee 
that as much as possible of this 
business must be sent back to the 
independent family doctor or 
specialist. 

As the ambassadors of the local 
medical profession Drs. Landes- 
man, Malone, and Shadman were 
able to enlist the cooperation of 
the heads of these institutions. 
The result is that from now on 
there promises to be a marked 
difference in the attitude of Bos- 
ton’s hospitals and clinics regard- 
ing the acceptance of charity pa- 
tients. 

Those who are not bona fide 
indigents are going to be re- 
minded firmly that charity treat- 
ment is reserved for those actual- 
ly in need—that those who can 
afford to pay must go to private 
practitioners. 

“* 


Whether or not all the recom- 
mendations of the committee will 
bear fruit can not, of course, be 
predicted. But, judging by the 
reception it has enjoyed at its 
various conferences, it seems cer- 
tain that the committee, when all 
is said and done, shall have 
wrought a very considerable 
change for the better in the situa- 
tion it set out to investigate and 
improve. 

Here are some of its recom- 
mendations: 

(1) No person shall be given 
free treatment in a tax-supported 
institution (except in absolute 
emergency) who has not qualified 
as a bona fide indigent, and is 
therefore eligible for charity. 

(2) All charity hospitals shall 
display prominently this sign, or 
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one similar to it: FREE TREAT- 
MENT IN THIS INSTITUTION IS FOR 
THE INDIGENT ONLY. 

(3) Politics shall play no part 
in the administration of city hos- 
pitals—no person shall be given 
free treatment on account of poli- 
tical influence brought to bear. 

(4) Doctors are to refrain as 
far as possible from referring pa- 
tients to charitable institutions, 
except in cases of undoubted need. 

(5) Night-pay clinics and baby 
clinics shall be discontinued as an 
unnecessary and unwarranted in- 
fringement upon private practice. 


The work of this particular 
committee was not done when it 
had made its numerous calls on 
hospitals, clinics, and dispe- 
saries. There were other mat- 
ters it wished to look into, all of 
them bearing in one way or an- 
other on the all-important ques- 
tion of unfair competition with 
the private practice of medicine. 

As before, the committee’s 
method was simply to carry the 
medical profession’s grievances 
directly to those in authority and 
to seek an honest ironing out of 
existing difficulties and misun- 
derstanding. 

For example, there was the 
matter of interference from 
nurses. The medical profession 
resented certain more or less com- 
mon practices among visiting 
nurses, such as discouraging the 
calling of the family doctor by 
urging home medication; the 


prescribing of medicine; and sug- ' 


gesting that ill relatives or 
friends, regardless of their eco- 
nomic situation, go to one of the 
charitable institutions for hospi- 
tal care. Meeting with the su- 
perintendent of the Community 
Health Nursing Association and 
placing these things squarely be- 
fore her, the committee was as- 
sured that steps would be taken 
to curb these tendencies among 
nurses. 

Then there were some difficul- 
ties with insurance companies 
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that it seemed well to air and 
perhaps come to some under- 
standing about. Accordingly, the 
three medical ambassadors went 
to see certain important insur- 
ance officials. Here, too, they 
met with a cordial and intelligent 
audience. And when the pros 
and cons of the whole situation 
had been discussed, an agreement 
was reached that if the physicians 
of Greater Boston would give the 
insurance companies a square 
deal in their reports and charges, 
the insurance companies, in turn, 
would play square with them. 

For one thing, they agreed to 
go out of their way to see that 
the doctor received his fee in tort 
cases, deducting the amount due 
the doctor from the claim being 
paid and sending it to him direct, 
whenever that seemed advisable 
to make sure he would receive 
what was due him. 

While they were at it, the com- 
mittee carried their complaint of 
the unfair and dishonest conduct 
of certain lawyers in accident 
cases directly to the Massachusetts 
Bar Association. Without men- 
tioning names, they cited a num- 
ber of instances in which lawyers 
had, after claims were settled, 
either cut the doctor’s fee dras- 
tically and tendered him partial 
payment for his services or neg- 
lected to give him any remunera- 
tion whatever. 

They were assured that the 
forthcoming issue of the Bar As- 
sociation Journal would carry a 
suitable notice of the medical pro- 
fession’s grievances, with a 
strong warning of the possibility 
of disbarment for those lawyers 
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who persisted in such unethical 
professional conduct. 

Still the committee was not 
through with its conferences. The 
Mayor-elect of Boston was called 
upon and the matter of charity 
abuse at city institutions placed 
before him. He was an interested 
listener, and promised to give the 
situation careful, first-hand in- 
vestigation to the end that condi- 
tions might be improved. 


One other thing which was a 
matter of concern with the local 
medical profession was the opera- 
tion of Health Units by the Pub- 
lic Health Department of the city 
of Boston. The committee met 
with the director, and told him 
frankly that the doctors of the 
city felt the department’s work 
should be curtailed along certain 
lines, that vaccinations and toxin 
anti-toxin and other treatments 
administered by health depart- 
ment staff members at the public 
expense might be better handled 
by the independent physicians. 
Here, too, they had a favorable, 
friendly reception, being assured 
that in the future wherever pos- 
sible all persons who could afford 
to pay even reduced fees should 
be encouraged to go to the private 
practitioner for this type of work. 

As has already been said, the 
results of the survey by this com- 
mittee of three medical ambas- 
sadors to local authorities are not 
yet fully apparent. However, this 
much is certain: The doctors of 
Boston have set the rest of the 
country an example which might 
well be followed. 
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OT only in Winter, but all through the warmer 
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Tours & 


Cruises 


MEDICAL TOUR TO THE SOVIET 
UNION: On July 7 the S.S. Conte di 
Savoia sails from New York with a group 
under the leadership of Dr. Edward 
Cohen for an extensive medical tour of 
the U.S.S.R. After a cruise from 
Venice through the Mediterranean and 
Black Seas, the Soviet Union will be en- 
tered via Odessa, in the Crimea. Thirty 
days are to be spent in the principal 
centers of the Soviet Union, half the 
time being assigned to Moscow. For a 
booklet giving further details of this 
special tour, address Intourist, Inc. 
(ME 5-34), 545 Fifth Ave., New York, 
) a 2 
& 

COVERED WAGON CAMP TRAILER: 
This attractively illustrated booklet de- 
scribes in a most inviting fashion the 
possibility of traveling by automobile and 
carrying your own hotel with you. For 
either doctor or patient it suggests real 
adventure in traveling, coupled with con- 
venience and econo Write the Cov- 
ered Wagon Co. (ME 5-34), 14600 E. Jef- 
ferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

* 


A TRIP THROUGH AUSTRIA: Few 
parts of Europe make a stronger appeal 
to either the seasoned globetrotter or the 
tourist going abroad for the first time 
than does Austria. A number of tours 
through the land of the Blue Danube, 
its lake districts, romantic castles, and 
fascinating cities, are outlined in this 
illustrated folder. Write the Austrian 
Tourist Information Office (ME 5-34), 
500 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. And 
while you’re at it, you might request a 
copy of the leaflet giving the calendar 
of special events in Austria for 1934, 
from February to November. 


e 

COME TO NEWFOUNDLAND: Va- 
cationing in the great north woods is the 
accepted thing among many thousands 
of Americans each year. This entertain- 
ing booklet sets forth the particular ad- 
vantages of Newfoundland as an outdoor 
country where excellent fishing may be 
had in well-stocked lakes and streams, 
where the climate is exhilarating and re- 
freshing, where hay fever is unknown, 
and where modern hotels and camps offer 
really reasonable rates. On the receipt 
of your request, addressed to the New- 
foundland Information Bureau (ME 5-34), 
53 Journal Building, Boston, Mass., this 
booklet will be sent to you promptly. 


COOK’S AFRICA: Here is exciting 
reading—a handsome illustrated pamphlet 








of some forty pages about the so-called 
“Dark Continent.” In the reading of it 
you will find something of the keen in- 
terest in strange, far-away places that 
you have doubtless experienced in past 
years by reading Edward Carpenter’s 
famous travel books, or seeing Lyman 
Howe’s equally famous travel motion pic- 
tures. For your copy address Thos. 
Cook & Son (ME 5-34), 587 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 
e 


IRELAND SAILINGS: Sure, and if 
it’s to the land of the shamrock you’re 
thinking of going, you will find this 
folder of genuine interest. Tours are 
listed from New York and Boston to 
Galway and Cobh. And _ considerable 
general information about the regulations 
governing visitors to the Irish Free State 
is also given. For your copy write the 
Hamburg-American Line (ME 5-34), 57 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

* 

SOUTH AMERICA: If you have never 
quite realized what a wealth of interest 
South America may have for the traveler, 
this folder, lavishly illustrated and well 
written, is calculated to bring your edu- 
cation on that point up to date. Ap- 
parently, few trips offer to travelers as 
great a diversity of foreign sights and 
experiences as the voyage to South 
America, the land of amazing contrasts. 
What South America holds in store for 
you, as well as an idea of the pleasure 
that will be yours en route—all this is 
most interestingly set forth in this folder, 
a copy of which may be had by address- 
ing a postcard to the Grace Line (MBP 
~~ 10 Hanover Square, New York, 


TRAVEL IN GERMANY: Here is an- 
other of those distinguished travel folders 
on Germany—distinguished for general 
make-up, exceptionally fine photographs, 
and a well-arran: and thorough store 
of information on almost all matters the 
traveler needs to know about in order to 
travel comfortably and efficiently in 
Germany and to see the things most 
worth seeing. For your copy 
German Tourist Information Office (ME 
5-34), 665 Fifth Ave, New York, N. Y. 


ALASKA: In any group of travel 
pamphlets this would stand out as one. of 
the most attractive. “Seward’s Folly” 


they called Alaska when Secretary of 
State Seward purchased the territory 

in the sixties. Since then, of course, the 
amazing value of Uncle Sam’s own nor- 
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thern wonderland has become more and 
more appreciated. And in recent years 
Americans have been increasingly ap- 
preciative of Alaska as a place to be 
visited. For your copy of this folder 
write to the Alaska Railroad (ME 5-34), 
Suite 321, 333 North Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 
& 


SWITZERLAND: Comprising some 80 
pages of photographs and text, with a 
special folding tourist map of Switzer- 
land inside the back cover, here is a 
booklet which will whet the appetite of 
the prospective traveler to Switzerland 
by giving him a number of interesting 
previews of what he may expect to find 
in the- land of the Alps. Address the 
Swiss Federal Railways (ME 5-34), 475 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


ACROSS SWEDEN: All the attrac- 
tions of the delightful Bergslagen Route 
from Gothenburg through the provinces 
of Dalsland, Varmland, and Dalecariia 
are most invitingly set forth in this 
well-illustrated folder. Upon receipt of 
a card or letter, the Swedish Travel In- 
formation Bureau (ME 5-34), 551 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. will be glad to 
send your copy along promptly. 


SOLD — 
To the Lowest Bidder! 


[Continued from page 53] 
ty is about $150. Divide this total 
by the number of patients he is 
called upon to treat, and the aver- 
age cost per patient runs any- 
where from ten cents to as high 
as fifty cents. 

In large cities containing a 
considerable number of industrial 
workers, cheap foreign labor, and 
working girls, it is customary to 
employ several full-time medical 
men who are known as district 
physicians or city physicians. 
These men work from 8 to 24 
hours a day, depending upon cur- 
rent circumstances, for which 
they receive a fixed salary. 

Consequently, the greater the 
number of patients they are 
obliged to treat, the smaller be- 
comes the per capita cost. The 
average per capita cost does not 
usually exceed fifty cents. 

But let us look a little further. 
Almost all hospitals maintain 





Medieal Tour 


TO THE 


SOVIET UNION 


‘THROUGH special arrange- 
ment with medical and dental 
associations in the U. Ss. R. 
an extensive tour with emphasis 
on health institutions and methods 
in the Soviet Union will sail 
from New York on the §S.S. 
Conte di Savoia July 7th. The 
group will be under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Edward Cohen. The 
Soviet Union will be entered via 
Odessa, in the Crimea, after a 
cruise from Venice through the 
Mediterranean and Black Seas. 
Thirty days will be spent in the 
U.S R. in Yalta, Sevastopol, 
Dnieproges, Kiev, Kharkov, Mos- 
cow, and Leningrad. Half of 
the time is assigned to Moscow 
with a program of lectures by 
the foremost specialists of the 
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medicine 
in the world 
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the job as 
well! Spark- 
ling eyes, rosy cheeks, a rugged 
healthy tan—these tell the tale 
of a short time spent in this 
wonderful outdoor country. Ex- 
cellent fishing in well-stocked 
lakes and streams—marvelous 
climate—hay fever unknown. 
Modern hotels and camps offer 
amazingly reasonable rates. 





Write for free booklet “‘Come to New- 
foundland” to Newfoundland Infor- 
mation Bureau, 53 Journal Building, 
Boston, Mass. or Newfoundland Tourist 
and Publicity Commission, St. Johns, 
Newfoundland, or any travel agency. 
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a free dispensary. This gives 
them a defense against damage 
suits instituted by patients—es- 
pecially those occupying high- 
priced private rooms. For a hos- 
pital having been organized for 
charitable purposes and in fact 
performing charity work, as evi- 
denced by its dispensary, is ex- 
empt from suits for damage. 

The pertinent fact in the situa- 
tion is that the hospital furnishes 
a room and some equipment; but 
what really counts, the profes- 
sional services rendered, are fur- 
nished by big-hearted physicians. 
Obviously, for this reason, the 
per capita cost of treating char- 
ity patients is inordinately low. 


Suppose now that you and I 
were appointed members of a 
board to inquire into and to es- 
tablish a fair fee for physicians 
who treat the indigent-sick. Let 
us assume, in addition, that we 
are unbiased, fair-minded men. 

At the meeting of the board 
John Doe rises and in solemn 
dignity advises us to look about 
carefully. “Let us study the per 
capita cost of treating the sick- 
poor in the various political units 
of our state,” he suggests. 

Fair enough. If physicians 
have worked under identical con- 
ditions for years, without objec- 
tion, why not accept their fig- 
ures? 

After some weeks spent in 
careful study, during which time 


93 


it is found that for years physi- 
cians have treated indigent pa- 
tients at fees ranging from a 
minimum of ten cents to a maxi- 
mum of fifty cents, the secretary 
at last brings in a report indicat- 
ing that a fair, average, per capi- 
ta cost for treatment is fifty 
cents. John Doe, as chairman, is 
a good friend of the medical pro- 
fession, and suggests therefore 
that they double that figure, 
which suggestion is accepted af- 
ter a slight argument with some 
of the rural economists present. 


Members of the delegation then 
return to their respective homes, 
completely satisfied that they 
have done their medical friends a 
good turn by allowing them dou- 
ble the average per capita cost 
for treating charity cases. Imag- 
ine their surprise, however, when 
the medical profession protests 
that the doctors have been treated 
unfairly and that they have not 
been allowed an adequate fee. 

I do not make it a practice to 
sit in at such conferences; but I 
know that this is the sort of thing 
that takes place. The situation 
boils down to this: 

No physician who wishes to 
attend charity cases should be 
allowed to bid below a predeter- 
mined and mutually accepted per 
capita cost. 

Either we get busy now and 
investigate every contract which 
might allow a political unit to 
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PROGYNON 


FEMALE SEX HORMONE 
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“sean proof of the efficacy of Progynon 
has been given by leading physicians 
who have subjected it to searching tests. 
It is possible to measure the action of 
Progynon in both tablet and ampule form. 
Itis standardized by the Allen-Doisy method. 


Progynon is effective in cases involving a 
deficiency of follicular hormone. It is 
indicated in: Amenorrhea, Dysmenorrhea, 
Menopausal Disorders, Certain cases of 
Sterility, Nausea and Vomiting of Preg- 
nancy. 

Send for our extensive literature relating the experi- 
ences of well-known physicians. Have you received 
the tracts on “‘Disorders of the Female Sex Cycle” 
prepared by our Medical Research Division ? 
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show an unduly low cost per pa- 
tient treated, or just sit tight and 
wait. 

If these costs drop low enough 
we shall slide into state medicine 
so quietly and smoothly that none 
of us will ever be able to deter- 
mine definitely the date upon 
which the thing happened. 


Michigan Proposes 
Health Service 


[Continued from page 12] 

Thus far, the plan proposed in- 
volves the payment into a central 
treasury of a stipulated sum for 
each person assured of medical 
service. From this fund the gen- 
eral practitioner, the specialist, 
the dentist, the nurse, the hospi- 
tal, the druggist, and so on, wil 
be paid pro rata. 
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As now planned, this American 
version of the mutual health serv- 
ice idea promises to be unlike any 
of the existing twenty-four Euro- 
pean health insurance plans, in 
that it will provide every manner 
- health service for a flat annual 

ee. 

Just what that fee is to be has 
not been finally determined as yet. 
However, a tentative figure of 
$118 has been named. 


One of the findings of the pre- 
liminary investigation of the sub- 
ject of health insurance, (costing 
the Michigan State Medical Socie- 
ty about $15,000, all told) was 
that, figured over a long period, 
the annual health cost of the 
average person runs about as fol- 
lows annually: 


General practitioner of medicine _ $5.00 
Report of annual physical examina- 
I ciietipnciess ajocdaehaen -50 


Report of immunization === 25 
Medical specialists’ services 
Dental services — 
Nursing services 0... 3.50 








@ This new camera is particularly 
well adapted to medical photography 
on a practical small-size basis. It is a 


professional-type camera for cut film 
and film pack 3% x 4% in., and 
plates 34%, x 4% in. and 3% x 4 in. 
(lantern-slide size). It is ideal for 
making clinical records in black and 
white or in natural color with Agfa- 
color Plates. 


MADE IN AMERICA BY 


AGFA ANSCO CORPORATION, BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 


The 
UNIVERSAL 


JUNIOR 


VIEW 
CAMERA 


by AGFA ANSCO 


The price is only $30 without lens 
and shutter. Any suitable lens can 
be used. 

The demand for a camera of this 
type and convenience has been urgent, 
especially from the medical profession. 

The first production lot will be 
ready in May. Orders should be placed 
promptly if delivery from this lot is 
desired. See The Agfa Ansco News for 
further information or write to: 
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Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia TABLETS 


As an antacid and laxative, Genuine Phillips’ Milk of 
Magnesia has long been depended upon by the medical 
profession, because ef its purity and uniform composition. 

Now, to assure you even greater accuracy of dosage, 
Genuine Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia is obtainable in com- 
pact, tasty tablets. 

Each tablet represents one teaspoonful of Genuine 
Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia. As an antacid for adults the 
usual dose is from 2 to 4 tablets; as a mild laxative 4 to 
8 tablets. 

For patients who are away from home during the day, 
the new tablet form offers a positive method of having 
your directions followed. 


Supplied in compact tins of 30 and bottles of 75. 


PHILLIPS’ 


Milk of Magnesia 


Prepared only by 


THE CHAS. H. PHILLIPS CHEMICAL CO., NEW YORK, N. Y. 





MEDICAL ECONOMICS 











May, 1934 


Hospital services — 

Drugs, medical, surgical, optical 
appliances _. a 

Laboratory services —......... —- 1 


eo oe ea FC 


Adding to this total the sum of 
$2.42 for administration costs and 
5 per cent of the total, or $1.21, 
for the purpose of establishing a 
surplus, the framers of the pro- 
posed Michigan plan arrive at a 
total of $27.88 per person as a 
tentative annual fee. 

For the purpose of administer- 
ing the plan, the committee esti- 
mates that the average family 
consists of four and a fraction 
persons. It has therefore set $118 
as the tentative fee for which the 
family, regardless of whether it 
has two members or a dozen or 
more, may subscribe to the Mu- 
tual Health Service. 

For this amount it is proposed 
that the head of the family and 
his dependents shall be assured 
of full medical, surgical, dental, 
hospital, nursing, and optical 
care, including the cost of pre- 
scribed drugs, trusses, braces, and 
the like. 








On the administrative side, the 
suggested set-up is this: There 
is to be a board of governors con- 
sisting of eleven members. This 
number is to comprise three medi- 
cal men, one dentist, one pharma- 
cist, one nurse, one hospital su- 
perintendent, two representatives 
of industry, and two representa- 
tives of the lay public. 

It will be the duty of this board 
to supervise the administration of 
the plan and to constitute a board 
of review for all matters referred 
to it by the county or district com- 
mittees, made up in turn of five 
members representing the county 
medical, dental, hospital, nursing, 
and pharmaceutical organiza- 
tions. 

As one of the results of the 
thorough study of the question of 
health insurance made by the en- 
tire committee in this country and 
by the committee of two sent to 
England, Michigan hopes to be 
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AID TO THE PA- 
TIENT’S COMFORT 
IN GONORRHEA 


Soothing and healing to the 
urinary tract in cystitis, 
pyelitis, urethritis. Eases 
burning micturition, 
strangury, tenesmus. 


OD PEACOCK SULTAN CO. 
Pharmaceutical Chemists 
4500 Parkview « > St. Louis, Mo. 
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Bromides 


After more than forty 
years Peacock’s Bromides 
still invite comparison 
on: 


PURITY — EFFECTIVE- 
NESS — ABSENCE OF 
BROMIDISM (it’s the 
original fine salt formula, 
the careful standardiza- 
tion that does it). 


OD PEACOCK SULTAN CO. 
Pharmaceutical Chemists 
4500 Parkview a St. Louis, Mo. 
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“Its Efficacy 
is Practically Nil” 


—so writes Sollmann regarding the value of methenamine as a urinary 
antiseptic when the urine is alkaline or neutral in reaction. 

But this authority also says ““methenamine is by far the most effective 
urinary antiseptic, provided that the reaction of the urine is acid.” 

For changing alkaline urine to acid or for increasing the acidity, 
ammonium chloride has been found decidedly more effective than even 
sodium acid phosphate. It is said that after absorption, the ammonia 
is converted into urea and the chlor-ion becomes free to neutralize the 
alkaline bases of body fluids, which otherwise would, when excreted, 
exert an alkaline influence on the urine: thus the effect is to increase 
the acidity of the urine (see Can. Med. Ass’n Jour., June 1931). 

For obtaining, from full dosage of methenamine, its maximum 
urinary antiseptic effect, we offer 


HEXA-CHLORIDE COMPOUND 


the formula of which is presented below. It is a suitably flavored 
liquid, carefully neutralized during its preparation to insure perma- 
nency of the methenamine contained until the product is administered. 

Since in many cases of cystitis and other genito-urinary. infections, 
definitely acid urine may cause an undue amount of pain, hyoscyamus, 
zea mays and triticum are incorporated for their relaxant, sedative 
and demulcent effects. 

Each fluidounce of Hexa-Chloride Compound represents: 


Methenamine (hexamethylenamine) 40 grs. 


Ammonium Chloride ..............ccceseeee 40 grs. 
Ble TIE, wrsnssicssessdcctchentocieouciaiied 40 min. 
MOE TID CEG icc diccscersssccisabsbsssaccoiscdsisadsa 40 grs. 
MPIIOIED.. ~icsscascacosncsccnesocssetiorasdisvincatarcioet 80 grs. 
SATII nace uckdgs scesscceciesskccsebiaclecstudioe q.s. 


The dose is 1 to 2 fluidrams in % to 1 glass of water every three 
hours, if required. 


Physicians are invited to use the coupon below to obtain a clinical 
sample and literature. 


PITMAN-MOORE COMPANY 


Indianapolis 


PITMAN-MOORE CO.., Indianapolis M.E 5-34 


Gentlemen: Please send me literature on Hexa-Chloride Compound 
and a sample for clinical trial. 
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able to avoid in her own plan the 
evils and weaknesses apparent in 
the projects thus far studied. For 
example, the committee feels that 
the combination of the dole and 


health insurance, as found in 
England, is distinctly undesirable. 

Three cardinal points in the 
proposed plan are (1) free choice 
of physician by the subscribing 
family; (2) absolute control of 
the program by the medical pro- 
fession, without governmental or 
lay interference; (3) the exclu- 
sion of any efforts to exploit 
health insurance commercially. 

“Keep politics out of it!” “No 
profit-making commercial  ex- 
ploiters!” 

These are the slogans of the 
Michigan State Medical Society 
as it presses toward its goal of 
making Michigan the first state 
in the Union to have a system of 
so-called health insurance ad- 
ministered and controlled solely 
by the medical profession. 

If and when a working plan is 
finally adopted (it must be re- 
membered that the society is not 
yet committed to the practical 
undertaking of the plan), it will 


Codify those Laws! 


[Continued from page 29] 

notations. One hundred such 
volumes are to be distributed 
among officers, committees, and 
other members of the state medi- 
cal society, among officials 
charged with the administration 
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be tried out in some as yet un- 
determined county unit for a 
while before it is undertaken as 
a state-wide project. 

But until the House of Dele- 
gates meets again in September, 
at Battle Creek, it is doubtful if 
anything tangible will develop. 
Meanwhile, the big question is: 
Will the Michigan State Medical 
Society actually launch the pro- 
gram which it has so enthusiasti- 
cally approved in principle? 

Members of the House of Dele- 
gates suggest that whether or not 
the plan as finally worked out is 
put into operation will depend 
largely on the reception of its 
basic principles by industry and 
by the public. 

At the moment, it seems highly 
probable that this body which 
last year turned thumbs down on 
the idea of health insurance, only 
to embrace it whole-heartedly on 
a second and later consideration, 
will actually launch a system of 
socialized medicine—a system 
which it intends shall be the med- 
ical profession’s own undertaking 
in the field of socializing medical 
care. 


of health and welfare laws, 
among hospital executives, among 
social welfare workers, and 
among representatives of lay 
township boards who vote money 
to provide for the care of the 
poor. 


Each recipient of a copy of this 
loose-leaf manual will be re- 
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Mechanical Correction 
of Weak or Flat-Foot 


When a patient suffers fatigue, pains of a rheuma- 
toid nature in the feet, legs, thighs and lumbar 
region and your diagnosis does not reveal the 
usual rheumatic symptoms, the cause may be 
found in a weakened condition of the arches. 


All cases of Weak Arches or Flat-Foot require cor- 
rection through mechanical means which will both 
support and strengthen the arch at the same time, 
eventually effecting complete restoration to the 


normal position. 
D! Scholls 


ARCH SUPPORTS 


—— o are especially designed to distribute 
condition of foot improves. the weight of the body on the three 
weight-bearing points of the foot. This 
immediately relieves the pain resulting 
from muscular and ligamentous strain. 
At thesame time the spring-like action 
of the Supports exercises and strength- 
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= Arch Supports are constructed so that 


they can be progressively raised as the 
arch condition improves. 
Sold and fitted by shoe or department stores 
ye Dr. Scholl’s Foot Comfort Shops located 
rincipal cities. Send coupon for a copy 
an ah. ead of klet “Foot Weakness & Correction” 
dj of appli especially written for the Physician. 


THE SCHOLL MFG. CO., Inc., 213 W. Schiller St., Chicago M.E. 5-34 
62 West 14th Street, New York City 


Please send me your literature on the Feet and name and address of nearest 
Service Dealer. 
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quested to study it in the light of 
his personal experience and to 
make written notation of faults, 
deficiencies, conflicts, and sugges- 
tions for needed changes or addi- 
tions. These written notations 
will, in about six months, it is 
hoped, be assembled, submitted to 
the original conference group, 
and analyzed. It is the intent of 
the investigating committee to 
have every point of view fully 
represented and all opinions 
heeded in a carefully balanced 
conclusion. 


The next step will be to propose 
such amendments to the state 
laws as may be agreed upon, 
after which a manual will be 
printed for distribution to all 
physicians and state officials con- 
cerned in the administration of 
the health and welfare laws. 

With such an _ authoritative 
guide at hand, it is felt, complete 
coordination of action between all 
parties responsible for the proper 


10) 


care of the indigent-sick can be 
approached more sensibly. The 
physician, for one, will know ex- 
actly what to do in every case of 
this sort that comes to his atten- 
tion. 

Medical men have suffered the 
penalty of letting the making of 
laws governing their services get 
out of control and take shape and 
form in the hands of persons not 
medically minded. 

The physician of this age must 
keep an eye on the current devel- 
opment of social institutions—not 
in a spirit of self-protection, but 
as the natural guardian of the 
public health and welfare of his 
fellow citizens. 

Only one who has practiced 
medicine can fully orient medi- 
cine in the general scheme of the 
social organization of the states. 
He must give a hand in the for- 
mulation of the laws that affect 
the health and the care of, the 
sick. 
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RIODINE 


(ASTIER) 
Assimilable Organic Iodine 


And achieve effective iodine medication with the undesirable 
features minimized. 


Riodine (Astier) is a 66% solution in oil of an iodine addition product of 
castor oil containing about 17% of iodine. It is slowly absorbed and 
slowly eliminated, being retained in the body in lipoidal form, keeping the 
y saturated with iodine, which is slowly oxidized. Whereas inorganic 
iodides reach their maximum excretion in the urine in two hours, and 
——- total eljmination in forty hours, the corresponding figures for 
iodine are ten hours and eighty-four hours. 


Indications wherever iodine is indicated, as in tertiary syphilis and be- 
tween courses of treatment in secondary syphilis, as well as in arterio- 
sclerosis, cardio-renal syndromes, bronchial asthma, chronic bronchitis, 
(but not in tuberculosis), chronic arthritis, obesity and goitre. 


Send for samples and literature. 
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HOW DID THE VITAMIN CONCEN- 
TRATE TABLETS AGREE WITH YOU, 
MRS. BROWN? 














SPLENDIDLY, DOCTOR! THERE 
WAS NO UNPLEASANT TASTE 
NOR UPSET STOMACH AT ALL 


paliont 
is py 


—and the patient is often pleased 
with McKesson Vitamin Concentrate 
Tablets—part of the battle is won. 


Clinical experience is showing that for opti- 
mum results the administration of Vitamins A 
and D should be carried through the summer to 
build a reserve against fall and winter ills. 


McKesson Vitamin Concentrate Tablets meet this need be- 
cause of: (1) absence of unpleasant taste and odor; (2) 
absence of fatty fraction which may cause rancidity in hot 
weather; (3) no stomach upsets; (4) a dosage per tablet of 1000 
units of Vitamin A (U.S.P.) and 500 units of Vitamin D (A.D.M.A.) 
—equal to over one-half teaspoonful of medicinal cod liver oil; 
(5) also one grain of dicalcium phosphate to provide a “safety 
margin” of calcium in addition to the patient’s diet. 


McKesson & ROBBINS 


INCORPORATED 
NEW YORK BRIDGEPORT MONTREAL 












ME> 
McKesson & Rossins, Inc., Bridgeport, Conn. 
Please send sample of Vitamin Concentrate Tablets. 
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The Doctor and 


His Investments 
[Continued from page 43] 


modity prices, and perhaps partly 
accounting for it, is the news 
that a bumper wheat harvest is 
in sight this year. In Kansas, 
for instance, the crop is estimated 
to be 125,000,000 bushels as 
against 50,000,000 last year. 

If such a crop should be moved, 
it would be highly bullish on the 
earnings of Southwestern grain 
carrying railroads. These com- 
panies have been seriously handi- 
capped for the past two years by 
the bad condition of the crops. 
Not only will this situation be 
reversed with a vengeance by the 
bounty of nature, but the loadings 
comparison will make favorable 


er rationally or not, always set 
great store by these periodical re- 
lations. 

Many of the Southwestern rail- 
roads are in_ receivership. It 
would be a mistake, it appears, to 
sell the securities of these com- 
panies until they have more di- 
rectly reflected the benefits to be 
derived from the better crop this 
year. 

The difficulty of restricting 
farm production through the 
promise of higher prices is vividly 


reading for investors who, wheth- 
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attested by figures of fertilizer 
sales. In the four months end- 
ing this March, fertilizer sales 
amounted to 1,946,000 tons as 
against only 952,000 tons a year 
ago. Obviously, the farmer in- 
tends to make up through more 
intensive cultivation what he loses 
through acreage restriction. 

He is compelled to do so by the 
prospect of higher prices. Ap- 
parently the only thing that can 
make the farmer cut down pro- 
duction is the fear that he won’t 
get enough money for his crop. 
If he is assured a high price, he, 
like any one else, wants to sell as 
large a volume as possible. All 
of which makes things difficult 
for Secretary Wallace. 

It is a fact of unfailing record 
that agrarian distress results in a 
demand for inflation. The mere 
observation that the inflation this 
country has already had has only 
widened the disparity in prices 
between agricultural products 
and manufactured goods never 
appears to offer a satisfactory 
rebuttal to the inflationists. It 
merely intensifies their demands. 

Of all the many dangers con- 
fronting the investor, and par- 
ticularly the professional man 
whose service fees are not so easi- 
ly varied as prices of other things, 
this danger of inflation continues 
to be paramount. 

The attitude of “Money” to- 
ward the danger is best indicated 








MICAJAH’S recta suppository 


To give relief in hemorrhoids and other anal diseases, you need 
a suppository combining demulcents with antispasmodics— 

’ Micajah’s Suppositories. 
soothe the rectal mucosa and relax spasm of the sphincter ani. 
Indicated for external and internal hemorrhoids, anal fissure, 
fistula in ano, pruritus ani and proctitis. 


| g An aid to injection or operative treatment. They simplify the 


These Suppositories continuously 


technique and improve the results. 
SAMPLES ON REQUEST. 
Advertised to physicians cxclusively since 1883. 


MICAJAH & COMPANY, 223 Conewango Avenue, Warren, Pa. 














Before and After the Use of 
Sounds, Dilators and Catheters 
Give Your Patients 
CYSTOGEN 
@ In fact, before, during and sub- 
sequent to any surgical treatment 
of the urinary tract, Cystogen is 
indicated. It will flush the urinary 
passages from the kidney to the 
meatus with a dilute solution of 
fermaldehyde and render the 

urine aseptic. 

The administration of five grains 
of Cystogen three or four times 
daily converts the urine into a 
solution of formaldehyde thus in- 
hibiting the formation of pus, 
preventing ammoniacal decompo- 
sition and the development of 
bacteria. By the Bromine test 
formaldehyde can be detected in 
the urine from fifteen to twenty 
minutes after the administration 
of Cystogen. In thirty minutes the 
odor of formaldehyde is present. 
Literature and samples sent by 

Dept. 534 


Cystogen Chemical Co. 
220 36th St., Brooklyn, New York 
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Worn, the world over, for 
every condition requiring 
Abdominal Support. 

Ask for literature 


Katherine L. Storm, M. D. 
1701 Diamond St., Philadelphia 
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by the fact that when grains 
broke to the lowest levels since 
last fall, stocks climbed to within 
a point or two of their highs since 
last fall and made new highs for 
the spring. Second grade bonds 
continued their spectacular rise. 

The market, that bloodless jury, 
apparently finds inflation pre- 
ponderating over bearish seasonal 
influences and reduced purchas- 
ing power on the farms. 


Turning the Tables 
On the Cults 


[Continued from page 21] 


in the hands of the non-medical 
man as a business and medicine 
in the hands of the medical man 
as a profession. 

What to do? We can’t adver- 
tise! The most sensible method 
for meeting these parasites of 
practice on an equal basis is 
closed to us through our own 
prudishness. If, with only a 
smattering of medical knowledge, 
these fellows can please the pub- 
lic so well, what should not we 
Doctors of Medicine be able to do 
with our background of sound 
medical knowledge? If we could 
but advertise and at the same 
time temper our medical knowl- 
edge and medical skill with a fair 
degree of sales psychology, the 
ranks of the cultists would be de- 
pleted beyond belief. 

Advertising as a counter-move 
is, however, clearly out of the 
question. We have felt two other 
methods: One is self-education, 
by which we can make ourselves 
better specialists. The other is 
education of the public, by which 
we can make them more discrim- 
inating. Let us examine them in 
order: 

(1.) Self-education to make 
ourselves better specialists. 

It has been preditted that the 
day of specialism is past, that 
people can no longer afford to pay 
specialist fees. Far from agree- 
ing that that day is passed, I be- 
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lieve that true specialism is still 
in its infancy, and that it will be 
practised more and more as time 
develops. 

The public demands expert 
knowledge because it realizes the 
advantages in individual cases. 
Specialism is the only answer to 
the public’s demand for a better 
class of medical service, and the 
only answer for the physician in 
view of the competition which an 
increasing number of medical 
graduates compels. 

By specialists I mean bona fide 
specialists—men who are certified 
somewhat after the plan of ex- 
amination and registration spon- 
sored by the American College of 
Surgeons and the American Med- 
ical Association. 

The “specialist” in surgery is 
no specialist if he also attempts 
to practice internal medicine; nor 
is the self-styled “obstetrics spec- 


ialist” a true specialist if he dab- ~ 


bles in hotel practice, life insur- 
ance examinations, and minor and 
major surgery on the side. He is 
a kind of hybrid, neither spec- 
ialist nor G.P. 


The list of specialists is by no 
means closed at the present time. 
The revolution taking place in the 
business world today may develop 
new lines or specialties overnight. 
The old accepted specialties 
strictly practised as such, and 
these new specialties, also strictly 
practised as such, are the ones to 
which I refer as a means of com- 
bating the fly-by-night so-called 
specialists who have invaded what 
should be considered the sac- 
rosanct fields of medical practice. 

We have heard a lot about 
podiatry of late. The name means 
nothing more than “the art of 
treating the feet.” Why not make 
a@ new specialty out of it, and call 
it “podiology?” 

What a wonderful field ahead 
for some enterprising “podiolo- 
gist” or a group of “podiologists” 
to counteract the evil effects of 
the foot-clinics, building solidly 
with a medical background on the 
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Treat 
PERNICIOUS 
ANEMIA 
With 
ENDO-LIVER 
EXTRACT 


Painless intramuscular injections are 
ECONOMIC as compared with oral ad- 
ministration of liver or liver extract. 

Concentrated dosage, as a lcc ampoule 
represents the active principles af 50 
grams of fresh, refined concentrated liver. 





Supplied in 1 ce ampoules 
Box of 12——$4.50. Box of 25——38.30 


Box of 100—$31.00 
ORDER A BOX TODAY 
ENDO PRODUCTS, Inc. 


251 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 











MARVOSAN 
FOR VAGINAL HYGIENE 


No other preparation for vaginal hygiene 
has attained the prestige consistently 
maintained by MARVOSAN ssince its 
introduction to the medical profession 
many years ago. 

MARVOSAN has the confidence of the 
medical profession because it has thor- 
oughly established its dependability and 
has supplied every requirement for a safe 
and harmless vaginal antiseptic. 
MARVOSAN is compounded of oxy- 
quinolin sulphate (CsHzNO)2, H2SO.. 
boric acid and lactic acid incorporated in 
a starch-glycerite base of balanced vis- 
cosity which insures adequately prolonged 
antiseptic action. 

(Supplied in labeled tubes if desired) 

@ Literature sent on request @ 


TABLAX COMPANY 


32 Union Square New York, N. Y. 
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MAKE THIS PERSONAL TEST 
AT OUR EXPENSE 











Flushing the nasal cavity with ALKALOL will 
quickly establish this product's ideal efficacy as a pus 
and mucus solvent. Try it as a gargle, too. 

In your eyes, a few drops will quickly show you why 
ALKALOL is widely prescribed to soothe tired or in- 
flamed eyes. Make these simple tests at our expense. 


Simply send your name and address on a card 
today and we will send you the new eye drop- 
per bottle of ALKALOL free. 


Remember, ALKALOL is thoroughly different from 
anything on the market today. Owing to its physio- 
logic balance, ALKALOL feeds and stimulates the 
cells through absorption, thereby building resistance 
to infection. It builds as it cleans and soothes. 


Send your card today. 
THE ALKALOL CO. 


Taunton, Mass. 





CHECK THIS CHART. THE MANY USES OF 
ALKALOL WILL SURPRISE YOU 

















it Ears Cleansing, soothing, aids healing. 
14 Eyes Soothing, aids healing. Widely used 
a) 
Nose 1rd = mucus solvent. 
Throat Immediate relief, soreness, “tick- 
ling,” coughing. 
Mouth Immediate relief,tender, bleeding 


gums. Dentists endorse it. 






































Burns K . 
ept in contact by means of 
— saturated cotton or gauze, is a 
Wevered Brow pleasant surprise to physician 
Hemorrhoids and patient. 
Rectum Soothing, efficacious irrigant. 
Vagina Soothing irrigant, aids healing. 
Bladder For irrigation—soothing, aids heal- 
Thi ing. 
tleof "ALK AI .aeaane bat s Diabetic Lesions | Soothing. 
the same ALKALOLas Varicose Ulcers | Soothing, aids healing. 
supplied to the Medical rs RET: - 
Profession for more than Many other indications will suggest themselves. Re- 
80 years. It is nota new member, ALKALOL’S “cell-feeding”’ action is a tissue 
uct—merely a new builder. It never irritates. 
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treatment of corns and bunions 
and flat feet as a specialty of 
medicine and, like the Hunterian 
orator, placing an emphasis on 
the serious drawbacks they con- 
stitute in the conduct of daily 
life! 

The field may be limited. The 
number of cases, however, is le- 
gion. The amount of real good 
that could be done to humanity is 
inestimable. Lastly, the returns 
for scientific service would doubt- 
less be commensurate. 

In the same way, let some of 
our doctors everywhere prepare 
themselves as specialists in the 
scientific treatment of obesity. 
There need be nothing cheap or 
quackish about such a field. The 
science of endocrinology is both 
absorbing and practical. 

A man should not set himself 
up as a specialist in the whole 
field of endocrinology. He should 
devote himself exclusively to 
obesity as a specialty. There are 
numerous phases of medicine on 
which the subject of obesity 
would touch. With a _ medical 
background, an obesity specialist 
could recognize the endocrine 
cause (if any), the mediate fac- 
tors, the advantages of this and 
that treatment, the signals of 
over- or under-treatment, and a 
host of other considerations that 
none but a competent physician 
could perceive. 
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Perhaps there are enterprising 
doctors among us who can find 
within the field of endocrinology 
other fields for specialism than 
obesity. If so, such fields might 
be developed in a similar way, 
and we should find ourselves 
overnight face to face with a new 
specialty that would answer pop- 
ular demands. 

Likewise, we might induce some 
of our men in different sections 
of the country to learn as much 
as possible about the diagnosis 
and treatment of arthritis, 
neuralgia, sciatica, and the kin- 
dred branches embraced by that 
broad term “the arthritides.” 


There are, of course, various 
sanitoria engaged in the treat- 
ment of these ailments, but they 


_are usually too expensive to be 


patronized by the average invalid. 
I feel there should be similar 
facilities offered in private prac- 
tice that would answer the needs 
of the average patient yet still 
be within reach of his pocketbook 
and not require prolonged ab- 
sence from business or the home. 

Such facilities made available 
by private medical specialists 
would probably be well patron- 
ized. The individual case could 
be studied and prescribed for with 
more satisfaction and practical 





|| Por Many Types of Work 


no other syringe is so effective or so economical as the 
B-D Luer-Lok with its chromium plated non-rusting metal 
cap into which the needle locks with a simple half-turn. 


Stronger in every way, easy to clean, and promoting a 
feeling of security possible in no other syringe, the B-D 
Luer-Lok is uniquely valuable. Furthermore, it is obtainable 
at the same price as B-D all-glass syringes. 


B-D PRODUCTS 


Made for the Profession e 


BECTON, DICKINSON & Co. 
RUTHERFORD, N. J. 
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or all-around 
Efficiency in minor 
dressings, it’s hard 
to match 


CAMPHO-PHENIQUE 


Campho-Phenique is antiseptic, 
anodyne and healing. It can be 
applied full strength in the 
dressing of minor wounds, burns, 
abrasions, ulcerations. It eases 
pain and stimulates healing. 

It is a safe prescription for home 
follow-up between calls. 

It is an excellent recommenda- 
tion for household emergencies, 
till you can be reached. 

Try it, Doctor, in your own 
household, too. The coupon will 
bring you a trial bottle. 

Three forms—liquid, ointment, 
powder. 





CAMPHO-PHENIQUE CO. 
500-502 North Second Street 
St. Louis, Missouri ME-5 


Send sample of Campho-Phenique 
for personal use. 
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benefit to both doctor and patient. 

Let us, then, take a leaf from 
the book of the cultists. Let us 
give the public not only what they 
want but what they need—with 
a medical background of skill and 
science. 

It is our duty to devote our 
attention to the commoner ills of 
mankind, some among us giving 
our whole time and attention to 
their study and practice, and be- 
coming specialists in the true 
sense of the word. That the re- 
wards to medicine in general and 
to such specialists in particular 
will be great, I have not the 
slightest doubt. 


(2.) Education of the public to 
make them more discriminating. 

The public always comes back 
to the doctor as to a court of last 
resort. When the optometrist 
fails, the oculist is consulted. 
When the “obesity-cures” fail, 
the internist is consulted. When 
the “foot-clinic” fails, the ortho- 
pedist is consulted, and so forth. 
It should be our task, therefore, 
to make people go to the doctor 
as to a court of first resort. 

Perhaps there is some justifica- 
tion for the patient’s complaint— 
sheepishly expressed as though it 
were not entirely true—that end- 
less laboratory tests, x-ray exam- 
inations, and other incidentals to 
proper diagnosis are too expen- 
sive. The cultists don’t find them 
necessary! Taking the hint, we 
might use more judgment by com- 
mitting patients only to the abso- 
lutely essential diagnostic tests. 

It’s of no use to tell a patient 
that the services of a cultist are 
more expensive in the long run 
than those of an M.D. About all 
this elicits is the unsatisfactory 
Joe Pennerism: “I didn’t know 
that!” 

What the situation calls for is 
positive, not negative, action. We 
M.D.’s must give the public better 
service than they can get from 
the cultists. That’s the only way 
out. And in order to get the 
chance to do this, we must aban- 
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don any high-hat attitude toward 
the commoner ailments of man- 
kind—foot troubles, for instance. 

Let us prepare ourselves as 
genuine specialists in these fields 
which the cults have filched from 
us. Then we can offer the public 
a type of care in these special 
branches of medicine so far supe- 
rior to that of the cultist that he 
will cease to be a serious compe- 
titor to the bona fide medical 
practitioner. 


Take the Cash 


[Continued from page 17] 
fact, supplemented by my daily 
talks with patients, established 
the dollar-payment habit in the 
beginning and has kept it func- 
tioning ever since. 

“To my patients the plan looked 
good, as it enabled them to main- 


tain their self-respect and to keep ~ 


square with the doctor-cost night- 
mare. At the same time it made 
it possible for me to discharge 
all my outstanding obligations. 
Every time a patient came in I 
got a dollar of spendable money 
instead of a non-spendable head- 
ache.” 
a 

I do not know what this doc- 
tor’s income is. Yet I know that 
he has a beautiful home and two 
modern offices, is a director in a 
leading bank, has educated three 
daughters and a son in leading 
American universities, and 
spends a month each year hunt- 
ing and fishing in the north 
woods. 

On the basis of a successful 
practice in the factory district of 
his city his reputation has spread 
throughout the community in 
which he lives, so that he now 
has hundreds of patients who pay 
him standard fees. Both within 
and without the profession he is 
highly respected, and he still 
maintains the institution of the 
dollar-basket for his factory pa- 
tients. 

Have you such a basket? 




























The laxative action of Psylla 
is natural. It contains no medical 
agents or irritants, produces no grip- 
ing, but through its bulk-forming) 
property develops copious stools, 
which are easily evacuated. 


BATTLE CREEK 
PSYLLA 


(Plantago Psyllium) 


differs materially from the ordinary 
commercial psyllium seed. It has 
been refined and sterilized, making 
it fit for human use. 


The efficiency, economy and 
ease of administering Psylla render it 
agreeable to patients. 

Since it is freed of impurities, 
the dose is less than that of other 
psyllium seeds—a level to a heaping 
tablespoonful taken at each meal. 


MAIL COUPON 


For Test SJ 







THE BATTLE CREEK FOOD CO. 
Dept. ME-S-34. 


Battle 


Send me, without obligation, lilerature and trial tin of 


Psylia. 
Name. 


Creek, Michigan 











Address 
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Aunt Susan’s intentions 


are better than her prescriptions ! 


OT only Aunt Susan... but 
droves of other relatives, friends 
and well-meaning neighbors, are all 
too willing to offer amateur medical 
advice to the young mother. 
Sadly enough; these kindly councel- 
lors believe that their specialty is 
infant-feeding. You are the only 
defense the bewildered mother has 
against this barrage of misinforma- 
tion. Your formula—explicit, precise 
—is the best in the world 
for her baby. 


Perhaps your formula calls for evap- 
orated milk. Which evaporated milk, 
doctor? The brand you specify is the 
brand that will be used. Your stand- 
ards, naturally, are high, and you 
know that only certain brands of 
evaporated milk reach those standards. 

When you specifically state “‘Bor- 
den’s’”—you are assured of the fine 
quality you demand. That one word 
—“Borden’s” will place your judg- 
ment beyond the reach of Aunt 
Susan’s intentions. 

Borden’s Evaporated Milk —like 
all other Borden Milk Products—is 





always wholesome, fresh and pure. 
It fulfills the strictest requirements 
for infant-feeding. Beginning with the 
careful selection of raw milk, every 
step in its preparation is rigidly super- 
vised under skilled laboratory control. 
May we send you a simple, com- 
pact infant-feeding formulary, and 
other strictly professional material 
which we believe you will also find 
interesting and valuable? Address The 
Borden Company, Department 
MES54, 350 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. p 4 


Borden’s Evap d Milk was the first 
evaporated milk for infant 
feeding to be submitted to the 
American Medical Associ- 
ation Committee on Foods, and 
the first to receive the seal of 
acceptance. No formulas are 
given to the laity. 
























SAMPLES OF KABA: As a truly 
physiologic method of treating chronic 
constipation and bowel  sluggishness, 
Kaba is said to be unique. By swelling 
to at least eighteen times its bulk when 
it comes in contact with water, it pro- 
vides bland, inert, soft bulk and lubrica- 
tion in the intestine. Savita (brewers’ 
yeast), rich in vitamin B, is an ingredient 
of the product. According to the manu- 
facturers, Kaba contains no drug or 
chemical laxative, and requires no prep- 
aration. For a free supply address 
the Battle Creek Food Co. (ME 5-34), 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

e 

SOLUBLE BISMUTH: Full informa- 
tion about a new soluble bismuth, said 
to approach the desired optimum condi- 
tions required of bismuth in syphilis 
therapy, is contained in a leaflet which 
may be had by physicians upon applica- 


tion to William H. Rorer, Inc. (ME 5-34),- 


265 S. Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SAMPLES OF ALKALOL: Here is 
a product of many uses. Makers claim 
that owing to its physiologic balance, 
Alkalol feeds and stimulates the cells 
through absorption, thereby building re- 
sistance to infection. It is recommended 
as an efficacious pus and mucus solvent, 
to be used in flushing the nasal cavity. 
It is recommended, too, as a gargle and 
as an eye wash. Many other uses are 
suggested in the literature which you 
may obtain, along with a sample supply 
of Alkalol by writing to the Alkalol Co. 
(ME 5-34), Taunton, Mass. 


PROCEDURE FOR THE DISCOVERY 
AND CARE OF TUBERCULOUS CHIL- 
DREN: Searching for tuberculosis among 
apparently healthy children is valuable 
from two standpoints—the individual 
welfare of the child and the protection 
of the public health. This pamphlet, 
published by the National Tuberculosis 
Association, and representing the group 
opinion of the members of the Committee 
on Protective Care for Tuberculous Chil- 
dren, may be had by writing to Powers 
X-ray Products, Inc. (ME 5-34), 216 E. 
45th St., New York, N. Y. 

* 


SAMPLES OF DRUGS POTEN- 
TIATED BY MAGNESIUM. A supply 
of three familiar drugs in modified form 
for clinical trial is being offered to mem- 
bers of the medical profession. These 
products are: Magnepyrine, each tablet 
of which is said to replace the usual 5- 


& Samples 





grain Amidopyrine tablet in relief of 
pain, although containing but 2% grains 
of Amidopyrine together with magne- 
sium; Magnespirin, said to be an im- 
proved aspirin; and Magnecylate, in 
which 3 grains of Sodium Salicylate with 
magnesium are used in place of the 
usual 5-grain Sodium Salicylate tablets. 
For your supply of any one or all three 
of these products address the Calco 
Chemical Co., Inc. (ME 5-34), Bound 
Brook, N. J 
ae 


SAMPLES OF MICAJAH’S MEDI- 
CATED WAFERS: Samples of this 
product recommended in the treatment 
of leucorrhea, particularly as a valuable 
adjunct to office treatment, may be ob- 
tained by addressing a request to Mica- 
jah & Co. (ME 5-34), 198 Conewango 
Ave., Warren, Pa. 

o 


SAMPLES OF UVURSIN: This pro- 
duct has been evolved upon the theory 
that no matter how different nephritis 
and diabetes are supposed to be, or how 
far apart the symptoms, treatments, and 
diets, an agent which opposes the escape 
of albumen must also oppose the escape 
of sugar. Sugar reduction in 85 to 91 
per cent of all diabetic cases treated with 
this product is claimed by its makers. 
For descriptive literature and a free trial 
supply of capsules, sufficient for 27 days’ 
treatment, address the John J. Fulton 
Co. (ME 5-34), 88 First St., San Francis- 
co, Cal. 

* 


SAMPLES OF HEPVISC: Formula 
and samples of this product, recommended 
for the relief of headache and vertigo as- 
sociated with hypertension, may be had 
by addressing the Anglo-French Drug Co. 
iw 5-34), 1270 Broadway, New York, 


DIOXOGEN: According to this book- 
let, Dioxogen, 20 per cent stronger than 
U.S.P. requirements, is the primary oxy- 
gen antiseptic. For descriptive literature 
write the Oakland Chemical Company 
- 5-34), 59 Fourth Ave., New York, 


SMOKE TO YOUR HEART’S CON- 
TENT: Do you have patients who smoke 
too much and are being injured by nic- 
otine? If so, you will probably find this 
little booklet, giving full information on 
de-nicotined cigars, cigarettes, and smok- 
ing tobacco, of considerable interest. For 
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HAY FE 


IF NOT POLLEN DESENSITIZATIC 
.. . THEN NASAL HYGIENE WITH 


SmaSirteEc 


The hay fever sufferer unable to afford the expense of pollen ex- 
tract inoculations should have the prompt symptomatic relief pro- 
vided by SinaSiptec—a preventive and palliative. 

This modern nasal douche produces a marked decongestive and 
sedative effect upon the irritated nasal and pharyngo-laryngeal 
membranes. As a result of its use, breathing is freer, sneezing 
spasms, nasal itching and other symptoms are relieved and a feel- 
ing of comfort pervades the upper respiratory passages. The effi- 
cacy of each douche is manifested for from three to five hours. 
Used regularly over a period of months preceding the critical 
period, its preventive efficacy is very apparent in the great ma- 
jority of cases. 

Detergent and demulcent, SinaSiptec is also excellent medication 


for rose cold, June cold, coryza, rhinitis and similar affections of 
the nose and throat. 


Let us send you a generous quantity of SinaSiptec 
for clinical trial, also a supply of educational booklets 
for patients on care of nose and throat. 











AMERICAN DRUG CORPORATION, ME-5 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Please send me sample of SinaSiptec and booklets on Nasal Hygiene. 
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your copy address the Bonded Tobacco 
Co., Inc. (ME 65-34), 1182 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


SAMPLES OF MENOROL TABLETS: 
Without interfering in any way in the 
natural functions, Menorol, it is claimed, 
promptly relieves the spasmodic condi- 
tions and the persistent dull pains fre- 
quently associated with menstruation. 
For descriptive literature and samples 
write Adolphe Hurst & Co., Inc. (ME 
5-34), 330 West 42nd St., New York, 
N. Y. 

* 

SAMPLES OF CHOLOGESTIN: No 
medication, it is said, produces more 
satisfactory results in the treatment of 
biliousness than bile salts in combina- 
tion with salicylic acid. Chologestin, 
which provides this combination, is de- 
signed to relieve the symptoms of bilious- 
ness by a three-fold action: It increases 
the free flow of bile into the duodenum ; 
it thins the bile and increases its antisep- 
tie potency; and it helps digestion in the 
duodenum and jejunum by promoting a 
free flow of bile and by supplying the 
important enzyme, pancreatin. For litera- 
ture and samples, write the F. H. Strong 
Co. (ME 5-34), 160 Varick St., New 
York, N. Y. 

e 


MERCUROCHROME: A new booklet 
summarizing many outstanding clinical 
reports on mercurochrome is now being 
offered to physicians by Hynson, West- 
cott & Dunning (ME 5-34), Charles & 
Chase Sts., Baltimore, Md. 


SAMPLES OF CAMPHO-PHENIQUE, 
an antiseptic with anodyne and healing 
qualities, are offered to the profession by 
the Campho-Phenique Co. (ME 5-34), 500 
North Second St., St. Louis, Mo. 

* 

SAMPLES OF CALEVATE: Here is a 
new preparation of calcium (Calcium 
Levulinate) for intramuscular or intra- 
venous use. It is said to have an ex- 
tremely high calcium content and to be 
permanently stable in solution. For liter- 


ature and samples, write to Crookes 
Laboratories, Inc. (ME 5-34), 145 East 
57th St., New York, N. Y. 


* 

SAMPLES OF GERBER’S STRAINED 
VEGETABLES, and a reprint of the ar- 
ticle, “The Nutritive Value of Strained 
Vegetables in Infant Feeding,” are of- 
fered gratis by the Gerber Products Com- 
pany (ME 5-34), Fremont, Mich. 





HERE IS REAL VALUE 


500 Letterheads 5%x8% on our / $9 .65 
Professional Bond 

500 Mapelepes | 8%x6% Printed ; 

The above 500 Billheads......... 35 


Our [A quality and service 
Samples on Request 
ROFESSIONAL PRINTING CO. 
10s. fee Lafayette St. New York, N. ¥ 
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IMMEDIATE 
ACCEPTANCE 


The medical profession has 
been quick to welcome,—and 
adopt——and use,—this NEW 
TOPICAL ANESTHETIC, con- 
sisting of Procaire Base in 
AQUEOUS SOLUTION 


HYDROTHESIN 


Doctors Have Realized These 
Advantages: 


1. Uses as its anesthetic agent Pro- 
caine Base, the certainty and safety 
of which have been established by 
Oleothesin. 


2. Neutral pH—dquick, 
anesthesia. 


deep, long 


3. Low surface tension—rapid absorp- 
tion into tissues. 


4. Nen-alcoholic, 
escharotic. 


non-irritant, non- 


5. Contains no volatile materials; will 
not evaporate, thicken, nor de- 
teriorate with age. 


6. AQUEOUS Solution :— 


(a) Will not stain clothing. 

(b) Easily washed from instru- 
ments. 

(c) Miscible with water-soluble 
antiseptics. 

(d) May be diluted with dis- 
tilled water. 

(e) Adaptable for use in Oleo- 
thesin sprays. 

(f) Permits the addition of 
Epinephrin. 

PRICE: $1.50 per full ounce 


or $2.00 for Combinati 
of one ounce Hydrothesin pon one 
Spray. 





Now physicians may use either Procaine 
Base in Aqueous Solution (Hydrothesin) or 
Procaine Base in Oil Solution (Oleothesin). 


THE OLEOTHESIN Co., (ME) 
68-70 E. Utica St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Send instructive booklet describing your 
advanced topical Anesthetic, HYDROTHE- 
SIN, having Procaine Base in AQUEOUS 
Solution. 


Decte....sccscoce oe cccccerccccesccccecess 
Address....... PTOEPIeTITT I Titi T Tr Tir reer 
DB, ooo occ 0cestebeienassdavee tan sdeu 
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There is no substitute for Integrity 





























W: ATEVER legislation may 
prove necessary in the public interest, 
from a professional point of view, noth- 
ing can take the place of strict adher- 
ence to the highest pharmaceutial and 
ethical standards in the preparation and 

4 teat distribution of an antispasmodic and 
teum compo | Dur :- sedative which is preferred for prompt 
relief by successful physicians. When 
writing prescriptions it pays to specify 
genuine HVC. 


aod 
cs 
ae 


























For sale by reliable pharmacies in 4 oz. and 16 oz. 
bottles. HVC is manufactured and distributed only 
by New York Pharmaceutical Company, Bedford 
Springs, Bedford, Mass., U. S. A. Samples to the 
profession upon request. 


REGULIN 


offers to the profession an evacuant of 
proved therapeutic value in the treatment 
of CHRONIC CONSTIPATION. 

A combination of agar-agar and cascara 
in proper proportions—non-irritating— 
non habit forming and of slow chemic 
action which enables a large area of the 
intestines to take up the medicament 
which escapes from the agar through 
osmosis. 














Request new professional booklet on 
Atonic and Spastic Constipation. 





THE REINSCHILD CHEMICAL CO. 
New Rochelle, New York 
Please send me the new booklet. 
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School Doctor 


[Continued from page 23] 

vate practice, or to which the 
semi-retired, ageing physician 
may cling while doing a fine piece 
of unselfish and ill-paid service 
for the children of his neighbor- 
hood. 

But what about the pay in 
school medical work? The only 
answer at the moment is: what- 
ever you can get. One thing about 
it, your money is placed in your 
hands regularly every week or 
month; and there’s no need of 
sharing it with a collection agen- 
cy. Nor do you have to put ona 
suit of old clothes, borrow an an- 
tiquated car and a stock of pen- 
cils, and rap on the doors of your 
patients to try to collect a few 
dollars of long overdue money. 

Parenthetically, if little Charley 
does not, in your opinion, need 
that tonic which Mother believes 
he requires, you are under no ob- 
ligation or compulsion to pass out 
placebos. 

In the state and municipal 
fields, on a full-time basis, school 
physicians are paid about the 
same as other bureau heads. If, 
for example, the position carries 
with it the rank but not the title 
of assistant superintendent, as 
one I occupied did, your salary 
will correspond with the rank. 
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Part-time positions depend for 


their compensation upon the 
amount of time they consume, 
although if your unfilled hours 
are purchased, the price paid for 
them is likely to be lower than 
if you must give up part of your 
active practice to provide the 
necessary hours at a time suit- 
able to the school. 

The office rate in each com- 
munity should govern the school 
doctor’s salary to a considerable 
extent. I, personally, feel that 
$500 should be about the mini- 
mum in any community for sev- 
eral mornings’ work a week. 

Physicians make a mistake in 
accepting part-time positions at 
very low rates or, in private 
schools, for special tuition con- 
cessions. Any school that is really 
interested in a good program will 
think of its doctor in terms of 
permanency and as a valued and 
influential member of the staff. 
What’s more, it will pay him ac- 
cordingly. 

It is sometimes said that school 
contacts help to build up the phy- 
sician’s private practice, although 
I believe that the contrary is true. 
Furthermore, since the _ school 
doctor must be an impartial czar 
at times, any personal popularity 
he wins is likely to be limited, 
despite the high respect in which 
he may be held for his sterling 
honesty. If he has private pa- 





silk hose. 


To you an elastic bandage without rubber means "ACE", 
That it may mean the same thing to the dealer your patient 
visits, we suggest that you prescribe ACE Bandage by 
name on your prescription blank. 


B-D PRODUCTS * 


Made for the Profession 


THE ACE BANDAGE CLIP 


replacing safety pins—has won considerable approval— 
particularly from women patients because it does not ruin 





BECTON, DICKINSON & Co. 
RUTHERFORD, N. J. 
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NORFORMS (known to physicians 
as Vagiforms) meet the need for a 
convenient, easily applied, yet effec- 
tive vaginal antiseptic. The active 
ingredients include Parahydrecin, 
a powerful, non-irritating antiseptic, 
and are in a carefully prepared base 
which melts quickly at body tempera- 
ture, and remains in prolonged con- 
tact with the tissues. 


In treating such conditions as leu- 
corrhea, vaginitis and cervicitis, many 
physicians find Norforms of great 
value. Packages of 12 in a box are 
available at drug stores everywhere. 
Samples free to physicians upon re- 
quest. The Norwich Pharmacal Com- 
pany, Box M.E. 5, Norwich, N. Y. 
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tients in the school he is always 
open to the charge of favoritism. 
That’s another disadvantage. 

In high-grade schools where 
the physician is appreciated, the 
turnover is extremely low. For 
this reason, once a doctor has ob- 
tained such a connection for him- 
self, it is reasonable to suppose 
that he will retain it for a good 
many years unless, of course, 
political interference shows itself 
on the scene. 

In considering the training re- 
quired for school medical work, 
the part-time man is difficult to 
discuss. Usually he gets his spec- 
ial training right on the job and 
is not unduly concerned with the 
idea of expanding his knowledge 
in this particular field. 


With the full-time career man, 
however, it is a different story. 
He should be under the direction 
of someone who can steer his 
work through the proper chan- 
nels and enable him to take full 
advantage of his preceptor’s pro- 
fessional training and experience. 

In the beginning, the career 
man may make a perfectly satis- 
factory physical examination. 
But—can he interpret it in terms 
of the needs of the school child? 

Does he know why most school 
children work in such ungodly 
positions, hanging by the napes 
of their necks on seat backs, or 
attempting to imitate a boa con- 
strictor coiling for its prey? 

Can he explain why the child 
whom he has seen only at his 
office manifests certain classroom 
behaviorisms? Can he make a 
shrewd guess about the father 
being a martinet or the mother a 
nagging Xanthippe, both being 
absent and unknown to him? 

Does he know how to evaluate 
a new air conditioner and noise 
silencer in terms of classroom 
value? Can he work out tests for 
checking the heating system? 

In a case of reading difficulty, 
can he help find other causes of 
the trouble, whether or not the 
eyes are right? Can he furnish 
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an eager classroom teacher with 
just the information she wants 
for her children on some matter 
of health? 

Can he, even, go by special in- 
vitation into the classroom and 
not make a holy show of himself? 
What do “core of content,” or 
“social unit,” or “activity pro- 
gram” mean to him? 

Does he realize that a beauti- 
ful record in regard to communi- 
cable disease is often not’ some- 
thing to write a paper about but 
rather a blessing which calls for 
a public offering to the great God 
Luck? Can he rate the 2-A, 4-A, 
and 5-A audiometers for what 
they are worth to his program? 

Can he go to his local medical 
meetings and explain that the 
reason why certain conditions 
exist in schools is because there 
is no money to remedy them? 
Can he explain, likewise, when 
schools are accused of fatiguing 
children almost beyond endur- 
ance, that this possibility is well- 
known to educators, that there is 
such a thing as hygiene of in- 
struction, and that a child may 
leave school in perfectly good 
condition and then be placed by 
fond parents in various studios 
for the teaching of arts, lan- 
guage, and whatnot, until exhaus- 
tion results—or that social activi- 
ties can and do interfere with a 
child’s health far more than his 
soundly-planned school day ? 

Obviously, the full-time career 
man must know the answers! 

These questions are not brought 
up for any other reason than to 
prove that the doctor who pro- 
poses to enter school work as a 
career owes it to himself to ac- 
quire the special training needed. 

he proposes to seek execu- 
tive work, he ought to have at 
least the basic training of a 
school executive. He will be wise, 
if he seeks such a career, to go 
to a graduate school of education, 
find out how to steer himself, 
considering his existing back- 
ground, and then spend at least 
a year—preferably two—in pre- 
paring himself to do an outstand- 
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ing job. This opinion is not only 
my own but that of such authori- 
ties as Professors Strayer and 
Englehardt, whose names are 
magic among school executives. 

Merely going to a graduate 
school of education for a summer, 
or taking short courses some- 
where, is not enough. Anything 
helps, but you will be paid ac- 
cording to what responsibility 
you can take. 

It is also true that, if you enter 
the educational field, you may 
have seemingly liberal holidays. 
But you will have to devote part 
of them to postgraduate courses 
for professional improvement if 
you hope to keep up with the 
constantly shifting scene. 

The ideal time to enter school 
medical work is following a hos- 
pital interneship, preferably a 
mixed interneship. Instead of the 
tough years of starvation and 
practice-building with which most 
youthful physicians are faced, 
you will probably find that your 
year or two of added work, al- 
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though it cost you money, was 
probably cheaper and more profit- 
able in the end by virtue of its 
having given you a good chance 
to step into a position offering 
an immediate living. 

I do not believe it wise to con- 
sider the schools as a career un- 
less they hold a fundamental in- 
terest for you, unless you are 
willing to devote your life to 
them, and, indeed, unless you 
have not only good professional, 
but suitable personal, qualifica- 
tions. 

You must like children, and 
they must like you. You must be 
willing to give and take, to ac- 
cept criticism and change your- 
self to meet it, to realize that 
you are not a one-man band but 
part of a great educational team. 
You can not be too much of a go- 
getter, but you certainly should 
not be a sloven in mind or ac- 
tion, either. 

You must be able to speak to 
groups in a sincere, easy, and 
usually informal and convincing 
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manner. And you must be a na- 
tural student of human nature, 
knowing and recognizing all its 
curious quirks. 

You may or may not have 
executive ability. It is well to 
steer yourself accordingly. Be 
progressive in mind but conserva- 
tive in your acts. 

All this may sound like a lec- 
ture, but I am recounting what I 
have seen make and break physi- 
cians in  chools. 

Children, it should be remem- 
bered, will not accept uncomfort- 
able examinations from you, how- 
ever much they bear such things 
as tongue-depressor gaggings in 
an ordinary medical office. In 
schools, you will soon hear from 
outraged parents. 

You must, too, be a bit of a 
showman. It is essential that 
your health examinations be not 
only thorough and up-to-date, but 
that your audience of parents and 
teachers must appreciate that 
fact. 

In plain English, you, like 
everyone else in a school, will be 
constantly “on the spot,” and you 
must realize that it can not be 
otherwise. 

t 


Your rewards? The financial 
ones I have already discussed. 
Apart from these, you will make 
delightful contacts, and your life 
will be one of constant learning. 

Imagine having, all to your 
self, a complete cross-section of 
child life from age four to eigh- 
teen or so. Imagine, too, being 
able to follow a series of children 
through these ages. 

You will soon learn that the 
medical texts are often wrong on 
growth, development, and norms 
—and you can show why the er- 
rors occur. You will learn the 


true meaning of the term “the 
whole child”; for you and your 
educational confreres will have 
put the picture together before 
your very eyes. And you will, in 
no uncertain language, come to 
know what the layman really 
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thinks of your fellow physicians, 
why one man is worshipped and 
another disliked. , 

But before you decide on the 
schools as a career, read Kipling’s 
“If.” Then turn to Robert Serv- 
ice’s poems and find out the kind 
of man the frozen North de- 
mands. 

Educational work offers many 
kinds of opportunity. It offers 
professional satisfactions all its 
own. But it has no welcome for 
those seeking only a meal ticket. 

The man who rushes into the 
classroom shouting, “Good morn- 
ing, teacher! Nothing today?” 
and then rushes out before she 
has a chance to recover from the 
impolite disturbance and her dis- 
gust that she can get no much- 
needed help from him will not 
go far in school medical practice. 
And as for the backing of politi- 
cal bosses—well, elections occur 
annually. 

Summarizing the whole situa- 
tion, I may say that properly 
trained men will find an un- 
paralleled opportunity for distin- 
guished work in school medical 
work. For it is still a pioneer 
field, and I have little personal 
doubt about positions being avail- 
able when, as, and if adequately 
qualified practitioners are on 
hand to fill them. 


Malpractice 


[Continued from page 26] 
docto~ in charge of a case is sud- 
denly killed, or is disabled, or 
called away, in such a manner as 
to throw him out of communica- 
tion with his successor in charge, 
his notes must show clearly what 
conditions have been observed and 
what has happened previously so 
that smooth procedure from the 
point of his withdrawal will be 
possible. 

This is particularly true where 
extensive abdominal surgery has 
been done, and it has its human 
as well as its legal elements. A 
patient may feel justly entitled to 
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The Value of a Name 


In no other line of business does the value of a 
name achieve such importance as in the medical 
profession. It provides a standard of measure- 
ment by which other things are judged. 


For over 80 years Eimer & Amend have been 
supplying medicines, drugs, chemicals and labora- 
tory supplies to the medical profession, and build- 
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antee of purity, quality and reliability. You may 
prescribe with confidence any drug, chemical or 
medicine bearing the Eimer & Amend label. 
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know what has been taken out of 
him—or, more usually, her. 

To meet the reprisal case, in 
which a patient who does not 
wish to pay for service trumps up 
a counter-suit, there is one sig- 
nificant fact which always needs 
to be known: When does the 
statute of limitations run out? 

Laws vary from state to state, 
of course, but in many states, the 
statute of limitations on malprac- 
tice suits runs out before that on 
debts for service. In California, 
charges of malpractice must be 
made within a year, while two 
years are allowed for collection 
suits. Consequently, in the type 
of case in which recriminations 
are forthcoming from efforts to 
collect, it is better to let the sub- 
ject drop until after the year has 
elapsed. 

Another safeguard for the doc- 
tor applies to the unappreciative 
and uncooperative case where 
after-care or treatment is discon- 
tinued before the doctor is ready 
to issue a discharge. If the doctor 
will write a note, keeping a car- 
bon copy, explaining the need for 
continued care, and outlining pos- 
sibilities of relapse or poor re- 
sult in case of failure to continue, 
he throws the blame on the pa- 
tient and relieves himself of re- 
sponsibility for unfavorable con- 
sequences. 
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The best counter to threats of 
suit is the patient’s own signature 
to authorization of procedures. 
The surgeon who goes ahead with 
a case without the protection of a 
signed permission is asking for 
trouble. 


When an emergency arises or 
in case of a minor, of course, this 
is sometimes difficult to arrange. 
Nevertheless, every effort should 
be made to get a written author- 
ization. 


It is requisite to know the law 
on these subjects as it exists in 
the various states. Instances are 
rare in which complete safe- 
guards can not be secured. More 
damage is likely to result from 
precipitate surgery than from 
judicious delay while securing 
signatures to certain indispensa- 
ble documents. 


The two lawyers mentioned, 
seeing things in retrospect as 
they do, grimly warn the doctor 
that every time he looks at a pa- 
tient—especially a surgical pa- 
tient—he should project his gaze 
onward, right through the pa- 
tient, visualizing him against the 
background of a court-room. If 
he does this he is not likely to 
neglect any of those simple meas- 
ures so invaluable in protecting 
himself against an attack of mal- 
practicitis, 
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YOUR Job 


[Continued from page 15] 
to undertake this work. His 
younger brother physician in the 
same block “had a fine outfit and 
got what there was of the phy- 
sical examination business.” 

And perhaps, to some extent at 
least, that situation explains the 
public’s lack of affection for the 
periodic examination. Even that 
small minority who believed in 
the birthday slogan, in actuarial 
statements, and in life-extension 
promotions, found themselves so 
scientifically inspected from stem 
to stern by all sorts of fearful 
contraptions that the romance of 
the thing became extremely dull, 
and was by no means heightened 
when the bill for services ren- 
dered made its impressive, highly 
extractive appearance. 

Now, consider for a moment 
Mr. Average Fellow and his ex- 
amination. Does he need the bene- 
fit of X-ray? Does he require a 
cardiogram? Is it essential that 
he be basal metabolized? Must he 
be subjected to the other super- 
tests that send the bill up to a 
prohibitive figure? It is question- 
able, indeed. 

As a case in point, a woman of 
60 recently went to a group clinic 
for a physical examination. After 
repeated visits and an intensive 
investigation that to her seemed 
almost to be an inquisition, she 
was handed a twenty-page report 
and a bill for $100. The advice 
attached to the formidable docu- 
ment was, in substance, that she 
was past middle age, that her or- 
gans for her time of life were 
functioning as well as might be 
expected, that she should get more 
sleep, play less bridge, eat fewer 
sweets, use her automobile less 
and her legs more. 

This scarcely seemed enough 
for her money. Upon the advice 
of one of her friends who had 
been examined by the family 
physician of both of them, she 
tactfully checked up with him. 
[Turn the page] 
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After an hour he rendered his 
verdict. It was, in substance, that 
she was past middle age, that her 
organs for her time of life were 
functioning as well as might be 
expected, that she should get more 
sleep, play less bridge, eat fewer 
sweets, use her automobile less 
and her legs more. The bill in 
the second instance was ten dol- 
lars. 


It scarcely need be added, that 
this physician, though experi- 
enced in physical examinations, 
was not routinely impressing his 
patients with this fact. 


True, conditions may be dis- 
covered by the less elaborately 
equipped physician which will 
suggest further inquiry by ap- 
pliances that he does not possess, 
in which case he can promptly 
refer his candidate for longer 
life to the proper man to do the 
work. 

The point is that in the first 
instance the _ stethoscope, the 
sphygmomanometer, a pair of 
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sugar in urine in 20 days. 


Prepared for prescription purposes only 


UVURSIN in DIABETES MELLITUS 








For trial, address John J. Fulton Company, 
Dept. C., 88 First Street, San Francisco. 


Dr. 





Street 





City. State. 
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(GARDNER) 


To insure the genuine product, de- 
veloped by Robert W. Gardner in 
1878, specify “GARDNER” in original 
4.and 8 oz. bottles. (Ethically labeled.) 
Gardner’s Syrup of Hydriodic Acid 
contains 6.66 gr. of pure resublimed 
iodine in each fluid ounce. Indications 
include bronchitis, influenza, pneu- 
monia, glandular enlargements, rheu- 
matism, high blood pressure. 


Samples and Literature sent free 
to physicians upon request. 


Firm of R. W. GARDNER 


Orange ° Established 1878 ° New Jersey 
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IN IODINE THERAPY — 
Ri Syeupus Heidi: Aydeiodici 











Amenorrhea -Dysmenorrhea 
Menorrhagia - Menopause 


Today, as for years, Ergoapiol (Smith) is 
the accepted medicament in combating 
those menstrual anomalies which may be 
traced to constitutional disturbances; 
atonicity of the reproductive organs; 
inflammatory conditions of the uterus or 
its appendages; mental emotion or expo- 
sure to the elements. 


The physician readily can ascertain 
whether his prescription for Ergoapiol 
(Smith) has been correctly filled by divid- 
ing the capsule at the seam, thus reveal- 
ing the initials M.H.S. embossed on the 
inner surface, as shown in photographic 
enlargement. 


Literature on Request. 


MARTIN H.SMITH CO---!So LAFAYETTE ST---NEW YORK CITY 
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seales, and the blood-counting 
and urinalysis outfits in the ma- 
jority of cases can be relied upon 
to protect the patient against the 
insidious onslaughts of devitaliz- 
ing or fatal maladies. This fact, 
apparently, is forgotten by the 
average doctor. 

Indeed, if this conception were 
more clearly realized by the 
family physician he would re- 
fresh his mind on the several 
technicalities associated with ex- 
amination—if it required refresh- 
ing. He would also procure the 
necessary blanks from his state 
society. 

At the most, a small investment 
may be required for more modern 
equipment. He can well leave the 
high-priced diagnostic instru- 
ments to the specialists in whose 
offices they properly belong. 


Thus fortified professionally, 
the family doctcr has taken the 
first big step toward greater serv- 
ice and greater income. But his 
biggest job yet lies ahead. 

He now must become an ethical 
salesman which, in fact, is some- 
what against his natural inclina- 
tions and professional viewpoint. 
From the very start of his med- 
ical life he has been educated to 
the idea that his type of service 
must be sought. He may imagine 
that it will be difficult for him to 
overcome his habitual reticence 
regarding the health-promotion 
business. 

He knows that quacks and fak- 
ers seek trade—and get it. But 
for him deliberately to suggest 
as a matter of routine to his pa- 
tients of thirty-five years and 
older that they should come to 
his office once or twice a year and 
give him money when they have 
4 no pain or illness—well, that is 
not an easy thing to do. 

In reply it may be said that 
most certainly he will take in 
more money by this procedure, 
that is, if he is a good salesman. 
But, after all, that feature is 
only an incident. The real thing 


















RICH RED 
BLOOD 


or blood richness, is the 
main desideratum in many 
cases—richness of the circu- 
lating fluid in those impor- 
tant basic elements of vital- 
ity—hemoglobin and oxygen. 


GUDE'S 
PEPTO-MANGAN 


infuses this desirable rich- 
ness in cases where indi- 
cated, by furnishing neces- 
sary hemoglobin-carrying 
element—iron and man- 
ganese with copper—in a 
form for almost immediate 
absorption. Repeated “blood 
counts” as well as clinieal 
experience go to prove this 
statement. 


Literature, samples and further 
information on receipt of 
professional card. 


Te 


M. J. BREITENBACH CoO. 
160 Varick Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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“It really has Dermatological merit. 


Cleared up terrible case infantile Eczema 
in 3 year old child with your preparation.” 
(Dr. W E R—St. Louis) 





Psoriasis—15 yrs. duration 


Mazon (colloidal) is a combination of 
Phenolic substances and organic mercury 


compound in an absorbent base. 





Complete elimination 8 wks. 


@ NOT A SMEAR! There is no greasy residue. Mazon is completely 
and rapidly absorbed. 

@ NO BANDAGING! Permits air to act freely. Allays itching immedi- 
ately. Will not stain. 

@ ECONOMICAL! Permanency of results establishes Mazon as the 
most effective and economical local dermal treatment. 


& MAZON SOAP an important factor of Mazon 


treatment, cleanses and prepares 
the skin for absorption of Mazon. 


Therapeutically balanced—absolutely pure—no synthetic perfume—no 
artificial coloring—no free alkali. 


A CLINICAL TEST WILL CONVINCE YOU 












INDICATIONS = BELMONT LABORATORIES, Inc., ME-38 
4430 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
— Gentlemen: Please send me trial supply of 
pre neo Mazon and Mazon Soap. 
RING WORM D 
DANDRUFF ‘ 
ATHLETIC FOOT Adress 
AND OTHER SKIN 
DISORDERS City State. 
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is scientific service. 


Once appreciating this view- 
point, it should become a com- 
paratively easy matter for the 
general practitioner to emphasize 
to the gentleman-of-fifty-with-a- 
cold or the lady-with-a-stomach- 
ache the advantages of a regular 
physical examination. 


He indicates that it is but a 
scientific protective step’ against 
disease and premature dissolu- 
tion. He stresses the value of 
early diagnosis. He states the 
definite advantage of a proper liv- 
ing regimen based on the findings 
of such an investigation. 


And he clinches his argument 
by remarking that this quest for 
deficiencies will cost little more 
than a tank of gasoline or a new 
pair of shoes, with only the vague 
likelihood of a greater outlay if 
a more elaborate investigation ap- 
pears to be justified on the find- 
ings. In which case the additional 
expenditure could well be af- 
forded. How can this be viewed 


HASLAMLS 
STAINLESS 
STEEL 


SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 


At your surgical supply house. 
Write for catalog to Fred Haslam 
& Co., inc., 83 Pulaski Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Buying the best is 
not Extravagance, 
but Wise Economy.” 


THE TRACY COMPANY, Inc. 


New London, Conn. 


Kindly send professional booklet. 
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Te: one, remembering 
the advice of her physi- 
cian last summer, brought along 
a tube of Nupercaine Ointment. 
She can enjoy healthful relaxa- 
tion without later suffering from 
the penetrating, scorching rays 
of-the sun. Her companion, not 
so wise in the ways of the world, 
dares not to uncover his fair skin. 
A small quantity of this sooth- 
ing, anesthetic ointment, after 
exposure, gives almost immedi- 
ate and lasting freedom from pain. 
Because of their success in 
the treatment of other painful 
or itching skin conditions such 
as burns, hemorrhoids, ulcers, 
superficial carcinomata, pruritus 
ani or vulvae, many more phy- 
sicians are recommending Nu- 
percaine Ointment for sunburn. 
Literature and samples 
on request. 





@ CIBA COMPANY, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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OGICALLY INDICATED 


To secure VAGINAL ANTISEPSIS because its germicidal (sper- 
micidal) efficiency is assured by the presence of a bacteri- 
ologically balanced combination of synthetic alkyl and halo- 
gen phenol derivatives, incorporated in a pure vegetable gum 
base which favors mechanical cooperation with the antiseptic 


For PROPHYLACTIC use as well as in colpitis, cervicitis, leucor- 
rhea, after radium treatment, to deodorize in cancer cases. 


In collapsible tube with key and applicator and provision for 





Leon & Finx, Inc., Professional Dept. ML-5, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Send me sample and literature of LYGEL. 


MD. 











Address 
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My druggist is 
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in any light other than as an im- 
measurable service to his pa- 
tients? 

% 


And so, even without a much- 
to-be-desired slogan, the family 
doctor, now regaining some of 
his former popularity, sells the 
idea of disease prevention, disease 
discovery, and personal coopera- 
tion to his clientele with the dol- 
lar mark practically shunted out 
of sight, as it should be. 

A physician whose daily income 
was painfully in line with the 
times has this to say about the 
examination experiment: “At 
first I did physical examinations 
in my spare time. Then people 
began to tell their friends, with 
the result that I now have more 
examinations than I can take 
care of.” 

That physician, an average 
practitioner, undoubtedly is mak- 
ing money; but he also is render- 
ing a most humane and construct- 
ive health service—a service that 
large numbers of the medical pro- 
fession should be affording their 
patients. 

By doing so, the profession will 
save innumerable serious illnesses, 
will block a large number of pre- 
mature funerals, and at the same 
time afford their professional 
skill its great chance at the last 


roal 
man’s indifference to his own 
physical welfare. 

It seems to be a challenge. So 
how about it? 


wmeiLle 


_—_, 


AST-IN-BRONZE 
FULL-AUTOMATI 
3 + “sf seabin \ 
1143 UNIVERSITY AVE. ROCHESTER 








































HIGHLY FAVORED 


in the treatment of 


LEUCORRHEA 
CERVICITIS 
ENDOMETRITIS 
VAGINITIS 


T XREE’S Antiseptic 

Powder is a highly effi- 
cient agent in removing 
infection and thick adhe- 
sive mucus. Non-irritating 
to delicate mucous mem- 
branes. Antiseptic, sooth- 
ing, and healing. Send for 
a physician’s package. 







FOR YOUR PATIENTS 
A HELPFUL BOOKLET 
FREE written by a 
physician. Tells the ele- 
mentary facts you would 
have your patients 
know. More than 70,000 
already distributed by 
physicians. Send the 
coupon for a supply. 


Antiseptic 
Powder 




















J. S. Tyree, Chemist, Inc. 
743-15th St., N. E. 
Washingten, D. C. 
You may send me 
3 


Powder and...... ( 
my patients. 










a an’s package of 
tate how many) booklets for 




































134 MEDICAL ECONOMICS 














What is the effect of | 


MENTHOL 


in cigarettes 


? 


The cooling effect of 
the Spud cigarette is not caused by the action 
of menthol on the mucous surfaces of the 
mouth and throat. Spud’s small trace of men- 
thol immediately volatilizes in the burning 
cigarette; and in so doing, lowers the temper- 
ature of the smoke. It is simply this cooler 
smoke that causes the cool sensation. 

The menthol remaining in Spud smoke is 
a perfect gas. Itis insoluble in saliva or mucus, 
leaves no deposit, and is completely exhaled. 

Our only claim is that cooler smoke is 
milder (because the refrigerating action in the 
cigarette condenses and filters out in the butt 
some of the irritating aldehydes and acids), 
and that it leaves thesmoker’s mouth cool and 
fresh. Spud has no medicinal virtue, nor is any 
ever claimed for it. 


MENTHOL-COOLED CIGARETTES 
* (25 IN CANADA) + CORK TIP or PLAIN 












15¢ FOR 20 
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and The New 
Cream of Nujol 


Nujol has long been approved by the pro- 
fession as of correct viscosity and assured 
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Nujol. This preparation is extremely 


palatable and is often preferred where ef 
tients evince an aversion to oil. Both 

ucts are non-medicated and their action is 
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“You mean its w 


e “What is the little lady doing?” “A bit 
of wash.” “Is that adhesive plaster on her 
wrist, and is she getting it all wet?” “It’s 
in the water, but it’s not wet because it’s 
waterproof!” 


e@ Drybak’s edges will not turn up. It is sun- 
tan in color—doesn’t have the conspicuous 
“invalid” or “accident” appearance of 
regular adhesive plaster. Wound on J &J , 

cartridge spools, in standard widths and COSTS NO MORE THAN 
lengths. Order from your dealer. REGULAR ADHESIVE PLASTER 


4 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J CHICAGO, ILL. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT 





"TOMORROW'S 
TRAIN TODAY" the 
Union Pacific's new high 
speed train, designed 
to make 110 miles per 
hour is built of DUR- 
ALUMIN, the copper- 
aluminum alloy possess- 
ing the strength of steel 
with only one-third the 
weight. 


the same measure that speed with safety 
d comfort are today vital to transportation, 
bmpactness and lightness with precise ac- 
uracy are essential to sphygmomanometry. 


ling cast in DURALUMIN, like the Union Pacific WEIGHT 
ain, the new KOMPAK Model Lifetime Bauman- 30 
pee is in a class by itself. Smaller, Lighter, OUNCES 
andier than ever before, it possesses the scientific 
kcuracy and simplicity that characterize every _— a 
AUMANOMETER.* PD beim 4 
our dealer will gladly explain its many exclusive [ie 

vatures or send one for your inspection. 


STANDARD I 
=e mae rd bts 


* 


Baumanomeler js the registered trade mark which identifies only the product of 
the W. A. Baum Co. Inc., Originators and Makers. of Bloodpressure Apparatus 
Exclusively. .No instrument is a genuine Baumanometer unless it is so marked. 





XUM 


.. a valuable 
new booklet 
that will save 


you hours 


When patients—medical, post-operative 
or convalescent—refuse food, you know 
that the minimal fluid and caloric re- 
quirements are not being satisfied and 
that the patient’s recovery cannot be as 
rapid as it should be. 


You also know that if food is attractive 
enough, patients will eat. For years, Knox 
Gelatine has been used to improve the 
appearance and the psychological appeal 
of simple foods. Now comes this valuable 
recipe book giving helpful and authori- 
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FeEDING 
sith m alelly® 
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tative suggestions for every stage of sick 
ness or convalescence. Nurses and diet? 
tians under your direction wil] also find 
this book of value. Being plain (unmodi| 
fied by coloring, sugar or flavoring) Knox 
Gelatine combines safely and effectively” 
with every food. The book, prepared 
jointly by an eminent physician and aw 
accredited dietitian can be counted on™ 
authoritatively to help you in “feeding 
the patient”. The coupon will bring it 
to you FREE. 


KNOX GELATINE LABORATORIES 
448 Knox Ave., Johnstown, N. Y. 


Please send me your new book, “Feeding Sick 
Patients”. 





